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LBeclesiastical Affairs. 


CONGREGATIONAL UNIONISM. 
No. II. 


GOVERNMENT AD LIBITUM. 
‘‘ Union is strength.”’ 


THE popular maxim with which we head this 
article, and which is usually quoted by those who 


would exhibit, in a concentrated form, the advan-- 


tages of combination, contains the germ of the 
gravest objections we have to urge against con- 
gregational unionism. We have placed it where 
it is, that it may radiate its own strong light upon 
our subsequent remarks. It will serve as a torch, 
at the threshold of the inquiry upon which we are 
now entering, to render more distinctly visible the 
outline of the arguments we intend to employ. It 
expresses a truth in which both parties are agreed 
—and if, upon this common basis, we can succeed 
in fairly building our conclusions, we shall surely 
be entitled to demand for them, even from our 
opponents, a frank and approving assent. 

“Union,” then, “is strength.” Before we go 
further, let us try to gain a clear understanding 
of this truth, considered in its application to the 
subject in hand. Of what sort is that strength ? 
How does it arise? What are its special charac- 
teristics? Obviously, correct answers to these 
questions will greatly aid us in the investigation 
we have undertaken to pursue. 

Formal, or, as it is elsewhere called, “ disciplined 
organisation ”—the particular mode of union to 
which the present inquiry relates—is the economy 
of moral force by means of systematised arrange- 
ment. Its power is nothing more nor less than 
the power of government. This is, in point of 
fact, the essential virtue of it—the life and soul of 
which it is the body. We do not urge this as in 
itself a valid objection—far less with a view to 
kindle prejudice. But we believe it will be clear 
to all who will take the pains to reflect, that the 
whole value of organisation consists in the subor- 
dination, voluntary it may be, of individual will 
and action to some common authority. There 
must be, in some shape or other, a central power 
—-the expressions of that power must have, to a 
greater or less extent, the force of law—and to 
that law there must needs be “ disciplined” sub- 
mission, in order to any important practical result. 
Oneness among many—at least, if that oneness is 
reduced to outward form, and made to take “a 
local habitation and a name ”—necessarily implies 
thus much—and this, however we may designate 
it, 1s government. The central power may be 
strictly representative ; the law, recommendatory ; 
the submission, optional—but the results, such as 
they are, will be secured only by individual con- 
formity to some recognised standard. There must 
be a ruling will, and there must be wills in sub- 
jection, in order to systematic combination 
amongst men; and it is in this that the strength 
of union consists. 

Organisation, therefore, looked at abstractedly, 
and apart from its special constitution and objects, 
implies danger in proportion to its power. Go- 
vernment, it is true, is an element with which we 
cannot, in our present state, altogether dispense 


but it is also an instrument which can never be put 
into the hands of human nature without exposing 
human interests to peril. It is just that kind of 
power which should never be created for its own 
sake. In any form, it is peculiarly susceptible of 
abuse. Like fire, it is a good servant, but a bad 
master. But even as a servant it requires constant 
watchfulness—for, left to its own tendencies, it in- 
variably outgrows the power of management. 


Two conditions are essential to make formal 
organisation of any kind safe and advantageous. 
The first is, that its central power shall be a dele- 
gated one—freely given, and resumable at plea- 
sure. The second, that the objects for which that 
power is to be exercised shall be marked out with 
severe precision. In the absence of either of these 
conditions, organisation is a formidable evil. 


The first condition to which we have adverted 
will depend upon the constitutional shape which 
an organisation is made to assume. The danger 
of abuse is, of course, greatly lessened when accu- 
mulated moral power is drawn from the same ex- 
tent of surface which it is designed to reach. 
Where the constituency upon whose interests the 
strength of union is meant to take effect have the 
application of that strength under their own con- 
trol—where the wisdom which is to guide it is 
fairly the result of their deliberation—and where 
the influence which goes out from the centre to the 
extremities, has first flowed in from the extremi- 
ties to the centre—it is clear that organisation is 
considerably curtailed in its objectionable tenden- 
cies. Arrepresentation which is at once free, fair, 
and full, goes far to curb man’s natural lust of do- 
minion—and when the responsibility of power is 
most complete, the abuse of it is least to be appre- 
hended. 


But a popular constitution is, of itself, insuffi- 
cient to ward off the perils to which individual 
liberty will always be exposed by “ disciplined” 
combinations. In resorting to them, it is equally 
necessary to define their objects. Before men can 
safely to themselves contribute power to one com- 
mon stock, they must te satisfied, not only as to 
the parties under whose direction it is applied, but 
also as to the erds to which it will be made sub- 
servient. Men may most advantageously unite 
and organise themselves to do this or that speci- 
fied thing—as, for example, to circulate the word 
of God, to supply the heathen with the means of 
Christian instruction, or to dissever the bond 
which links the church with the state—because, in 
such cases, the path in which power shall travel is 
distinctly laid down, and every attempted devia- 
tion from it would be instantly regarded and re- 
sented as a breach of trust. With a constitution 
essentially democratic, and a legitimate object ac- 
curately defined, union ceases to be dangerous, 
and becomes one of the most potent instruments 
for good. 

We come now to the application of these general 
remarks to the subject in hand. The Congrega- 
tional Union of England and Wales, it will be ad- 
mitted, constitutes a certain order of ecclesiasti- 
cal machinery, for the accumulation and con- 
centration of moral power, not legislative but 
influential, that by means of it individual 
churches may be swayed this way or that 
more effectually than they could have been by 
personal or isolated effort. This we take to be 
the only conceivable purport of the organisation. 
What is to be done with that power? In what 
precise direction is it to be applied? To what 
objects is its action to be limited? If the Union 
were organised for the spread of the gospel where 
spiritual destitution prevails, whether in our own 
country, in the colonies, or amongst thé heathen, 
and for this only, we could both understand and 
approve. But when we find that the power thus 
gathered up, combined, and systematised, is in- 
tendedto be reflected back in its ultimate form upon 
the churches themselves which unite to generate 
it—when the object for which it exists is stated 
to be, in general terms, “ the welfare of the de- 
nomination ”—and when what will promote that 
welfare is to be decided by ew officio members, 
and, practically, will always be determined by 
ministers of the gospel, a class of men of whom we 
may say, without meaning anything offensive, that 
their position and habits render them naturally 
— of contradiction, and that in their minds 
order 18 commonly associated with more important 
results than liberty—then, we deem ourselves 
justified in taking een 
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Nor is that alarm dissipated by the assurance 
given to us, that the independence of the churches 
is guaranteed by the strictest provisoes. We need 
tax no one with any premeditated design of invad- 
ing it. We may even allow that, on this head, 
there exists for the present a salutary jealousy. 
But with so wide and indefinite a scope for the 
exercise of organised power as that afforded by 
the Congregational Union, with the probability 
that years will add to its stock of influence, and 
with the certainty looking us in the face, that 
human nature covets dominion, who amongst us 
can insure the limits within which this Po will 
be active fifty or a hundred years hence? Suppose 
the education of the ministry to come under the 
exclusive control of this body—suppose the supply 
of vacant churches with suitable pastors to be 
committed to its management—suppose modes of 
worship to be strongly recommended by it, or 
forms of prayer set forth as desirable—these things, 
whilst they would be no formal or direct violation 
of any guarantee, would, in the course of half a 
century, so hedge round with potent influences 
every individual church, to mould its views and to 
sway its movements, as to leave its independence 


little better than a name; and the form of it, whilst 


left unbroken, would serve but as the odour of an 
empty cask, to remind men of what it once con- 
tained, and of what was gone for ever. 


It is not, then, be it borne in mind, to the erec- 
tion of moral machinery that we object—it is not 
to the power created by that machinery—but, in 
the case of the Congregational Union, and similar 
associations, it is to the leaving the application of 
such power to discretion. We have said nothing 
at present of the parties,to whose wisdom the 
choice of objects is committed: our remarks on 
this branch of the subject are reserved for a future 
paper. The chief design we have in view at pre- 
sent is to point out the danger of union, when the 
strength which is derived from it is handed over 
to an associated fraternity, to be employed pretty 
nearly as to them it may seem fit. ‘“ The welfare 
of the denomination” throws open a very wide 
field for the trial of experiments, and it will be 
next to impossible to decide beforehand whether 
some of those experiments will or will not trench 
upon the independence of our churches. We have 
not a shadow of a doubt that they will. We see 
in the Congregational Union the embryo of pres- 
byterianism, which, whether it be a scriptural form 
of ecclesiastical government or not, is anything but 
the result at which independent churches are 
aiming. The power of organisation will increase, 
together with the disposition to sme it—the 
vigilance which now checks its abuse will relax— 
and, with objects so loosely defined as are those of 
the Union, aM the laws of human action serve to 
convince us that, should it continue and thrive, it 
will hereafter exercise government ad libitum. 


BRITISH aaa ta rr ASSOCIA- 


A public meeting was held, on Thursday evening 
last, at the British school room, Brentford, in con- 
nexion with this association. Considering the state 


of the weather—the thermometer “‘ several degrees 
below 0,’ and a north-easter defying the inventive 
power of man to shield him from its severity—we 
may express our surprise that half.a-dozen of the 
Pp 
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hristians, among whom were two-or thee episco- 
palians, assembled, and seemed to take the deepest 
interest in the proceedings. 

On the platform we observed Messrs W. C. Yonge 
(who presided) and T. Smith, of Brentford; H. H. 
Campbell, of Hanwell; G. J. Adeney, of Ealing, 
and J. Anderson, of Strand-on-the-Green,  minis- 
ters; Mr J. F. Bontems, of Ealing; and Dr I’. A. 
Cox, and Edward Miall, Esq., a deputation from the 
Association. 

Resolutions in accordance with the objects of the 
meeting, and thanking the deputation for their at- 
tendance, were unanimously adopted, and ably sup- 
ported by the different speakers. 

At the close of the meeting, a number of ladies 
and gentlemen enrolled tiemselves members of the 
Association, and purchased the society’s tracts to 
lend to their neighbours and friends. Altogether 
it was an excellent meeting, and promises to be the 
means of greatly strengthening the hands of the 
friends there, in diffusing the rinciples and aug- 
menting the funds of the British Anti-state-churc 
Association; and there is. good reason to believe 
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that the deleterious influence of priestism, hitherto 
so potent, will have to yield before the power of 
truth, which, mg this and similar means, will 
spread itself in benighted locality. The dis- 
senting ministers, too, seem to be men of the right 
sort, and will not fail to aid in enlightening their 
people on the unseriptural character and pernicious 
tendency of the state church. 

On Wednesday evening, Mr Edward Miall deli- 
vered his lecture on the incompatibility of state 
churches with the rights of citizenship, in Mare 
Street chapel, Hackney. Dr Cox presided, and in- 
troduced the lecturer to the audience. At the close 
of his admirable discourse, Mr Hare moved the fol- 
lowing resolution :— 

“That this meeting present their cordial thanks to 
Mr Edward Miall, for his luminous and convincing 
lecture, and recommend all those who regard state 
churches as being not only opposed to scripture, but 
also incompatible with the rights of free citizens, to en- 
rol themselves as members of the British Anti-state- 
church Association.” 

The motion, having been seconded by Mr Luntley, 
was Carricd unanimously. Some members were en- 
rolled by the registrar in attendance for the purpose. 

On Wednesday, March 12th, a lecture was de- 
livered at Eagle street chapel, Red Lion square, by 
Mr W. Forster, independent minister, of Highgate, 
in connexion with the Anti-state-church Associa- 
tion, when the following resolution was passed :— 

‘‘ That the cordial thanks of this meeting be given to 
the Rev. W. Forster, for his very excellent and admirable 
lecture on the duty of dissenters seeking, by the use of 
all legitimate and scriptural means, the legislative aboli- 
tion of the union between the church andthe state; that 
this meeting approves of the constitution and objects 
of the Anti-stute-church Association ; and that, while 
setting the example themselves, they would earnestly 
invite others to come forward and enrol themselves as 
members.” 

At the close of the meeting, some of the publications 
of the society were sold, and some friends enrolled 
themselves as members. 


LzorureE AT Batu.—tThe first of two lectures upon 
state churches was delivered on Wednesday even- 
ps at Somerset Street chapel, by the Rev. David 

assell. Subject—‘*‘ State Churches Unscriptural.’’ 
J. Edridge, Esq., in the chair. After a calm and 
- earnest examination of his subject, the lecturer con- 
cluded with a well-directed appeal to those present, 
to come forward and help to remove a system so 
opposed to scripture and to Christ, the true head of 
the church. A resolution, expressive of thanks to 
the lecturer, and approbation of the objects of the 
Anti-state-church Association, was carried unani- 
mously, and the doxology having been sung, the 
meeting separated. The second lecture will be de- 
livered at York Street chapel, on Tuesday evening. 
— Bath Journal. 


Tue Ectectric Revisw.—NortTHAMPToN.—A meet- 
ing was held at College street vestry, Northampton, 
on Tuesday evening last, to receive from Dr Price, 
the editor of the above Review, some account of its 
arse be objects, and prospects. Mr Grundy occu- 
pied the chair. The doctor stated, that in accordance 
with the wishes of many of its supporters, it was 
designed to reduce the price from 2s. 6d. to Is. 6d. 
per month, but without the slightest abridgment of 
the present quantity of its letter-press, without adopt- 
ing a smaller type or an inferior paper, and preserv- 
ing its literary character unimpaired. To effect this 
so as to avoid loss, a circulation of 3,500 would be 
requisite. Means were about to be used to secure 
that number of subscribers. Dr Price entered into 
a consideration of the manner in which Providence 
was forcing on the nonconformist body the necessity 
of vaapetage, Be op distinctive principles, by the great 
crisis on which we had entered, as affecting Christ’s 
church, and the world at large; and the consequent 
firmness and energy which would be required at their 
hands. His address was elaborate, yet simple; and 
was characterised throughout by the breadth of 
views, delicacy, ingenuousness, and Christian manli- 
ness which so eminently distinguish him. At its 
close he was asked several questions of a: somewhat 
important character, viz:—(1.) Ifseveral leading con- 
tributors to the review had not withdrawn their sup- 
port? To this question the doctor replied, that while 
only one had withdrawn, several gentlemen were 
added to the staff of writers, which numbered eighty 
of the most eminent men of the = (2.) Was it 
true that the doctor had been charged with violating 
the neutrality which was agreed to between the 
baptists and predobaptists ; and if so, on what pro- 
fessed grounds such charges had been made? To 
these questions his answer was, that such charges 
had been made, and that the articles which had been 
pointed out as giving rise to them were written by 
well-known pedobaptist gentlemen (whose names 
were given). Reference was made to a recent 
article on the “‘Secularity of the English church,” 
as containing some exceedingly strong expressions, 
which elicited from the doctor the remark that it was 
written by “an Oxford man,” well conversant with 
the subject; and that many of the most decided and 
ultra ecclesiastical papers were supplied by episco- 

alian voluntaries, or ete who were trained 
or the church, but who could not conscientiously 
be connected with the system. During the evening, 
several very eminent names were mentioned of 
stated contributors to the Eclectic, which augur well, 
under Dr Price’s talented and vigorous management, 
for the review of the departed Robert l, John 
Foster, Olinthus Gregory, &c. The resolutions, 
passed cordially and unanimously, were expressive 
of full confidence alike in nonconformist principles 
and in the talent and integrity of the Eclectw. 

LgicgsteR CuvroH-RATE SaLe.—The goods enu- 
merated in our last as having been seized, to the 
value of £50, from various inhabitants of St Martin's, 


Leicester, for church rates amounting to eighteen | 
guineas, were put up by public auction, in the | 
Town Hall, on Monday. In order that this beau- | 
tiful manifestation of state-churchism might receive 
no interruption from the popular feeling, a strong 
barrier was erected in front of the auctioncer’s 
table, which was guarded by a body of policemen, 
others being placed amongst the crowd, and others 
in a gallery overlooking the hall. The attendance 
was large, and a running fire of denunciations 
against the system and those who supported it was 
kept up while the lots were being enumerated, which 
occupied about an hour. As usual, there was no bid- 
ding, and the goods will be privately sold, there being 
‘‘some wretches’’ in the town, who will readily 
buy them for a little advantage.— Leicester Mercury. 

Tue New ScHeME FOR TREATING CHURCH-RATE 
Recusants.—A petition has been lately presented 
to the House of Commons by Mr Bright, which, 
from the facts therein disclosed, ought not to be 
passed over without observation. It would appear 
that a novel mode of proceeding has been lately 
adopted at Cambridge, for the purpose of enforcing 
the payment of church rates. A poor shoemaker, 
named William Bidwell, some time since refused to 
pay a rate of two shillings in the pound, demanded 
for the repairs of the parish church of St Botolph. 
A summons was obtained from the magistrates, and 
an order to compel payment; but Bidwell, being a 
dissenter, and feeling a payment in support of a 
church from which he differs to be a violation of the 
rights of conscience, did not attend to either. Under 
these circumstances one would have thought that 
the church party would have been contented with 
the ordinary powers which the law gave them, and 
which, up to a certain point, they had put in action. 
But such a proceeding, it appears, did not suit their 
purpose. To strike terror into others who, under 
similar circumstances, might refuse to pay, they place 
the conscientious recusant in the situation of a 
criminal. At the last summer assizes held at Cam- 
bridge, an indictment was preferred against Bidwell 
for disobedience to a magistrate’s order, and a true 
bill returned by the grand jury. He was thereupon 
taken before the Cambridge borough magistrates, 
and held to bail to answer the charge at the spring 
assizes, which are to be held next week. This is 
certainly a new mode of compelling dissenters to 
pay church rates. We never before heard of an 
indictment like that which Bidwell has to answer. 
The expenses and powers of ecclesiastical courts 
have not been sufficient to terrify all persons into 
payment. <A criminal indictment, if it can be sup- 
ported, is looked upon as likely to prove more effec- 
tual. But we trust that every means will be taken 
to defeat and nullify such an unjustifiable proceed- 
ing. Bidwell is a poor man, and totally unable to 
Ry the necessary expenses to an effective defence. 

e hope, however, that funds will not be wanting 
on this occasion, and that the influential dissenters 
will come forward and assist in repelling an attack 
made expressly against the poorer class of their com- 
munity.— Morning Chronicle. 


THE GRANT TO MAYNOOTH. 


Opposition to the proposed augmentation of the 
Maynooth grant seems likely to be zealous and 
general on the part of evangelical Christians of all 
denominations. The Free church in Scotland has 
the honour of having been the first publicly to break 
ground upon this subject; but a united committee 
has been sitting for some time in London, and its 
labours have resulted in the ealling of a public meet- 
ing, to be held to-morrow (Tuesday) noon, in 
Exeter Hall. On this committee, there are episco- 
palians, presbyterians, Wesleyans, congregationalists, 
and, we believe, baptists; at all events, it is an open 
committee, in whose deliberations all evangelical 
opponents to the augmentation of the grant are, we 
understand, earnestly invited to assist. ‘The com- 
mittee sits at No. 11, Exeter Hall, on Tuesdays and 
Fridays, attwo p.m. The committee of dissenting 
deputies have memorialised the Prime Minister upon 
the subject ; and, at the general meeting, to be held 
on Wednesday next, the deputies will probably be 
called upon to take further steps in resisting the 
proposed measure. It appears that, on the same 
occasion, the deputies will discuss a motion for 
opening their meetings to the public press. This 
would be a great improvement. It would vastly 
extend the legitimate influence of the body, among 
dissenters themselves, as well as among those whom 
it is desirable to enlighten as to the principles and 
objects of dissenters.— Patriot, 

On Friday a public meeting was held at the Athe- 
neum room, Derby, for the purpose of taking the 
necessary measures to oppose the extension of the 

ant to the Roman catholic college of Maynooth, 

olonel Clowes in the chair. The room was well 
filled with persons of both sexes; and on the plat- 
form, and in the meeting were persons of dif- 
ferent religious and political creeds. The _ prin- 
cipal speakers were the Chairman, Messrs Abney, 
Pike, Gawthorn, Lillingstone, Vivers, Shirley, and 
Latham, clergymen and dissenting ministers. Popery 
and Sir R. Peel were unsparingly denounced. Mr 
GAWTHORNE was the only speaker who laid down 
the broad epee involved in the question :— 

If it be right that the British government should sup- 
port a Romish college at Maynooth, can it be wrong to 
support one at Stonyhurst ?—[applause]—or at Oscott ? 
(hear, hear]. If we must train up a Romish priesthood 
for Ireland, we shall shortly be told we must support 
them, too; and then what is done on one side of St 
George's channel, will be made a plea for doing the like 
on the other ‘gpd hear]. As a protestant dissenter he 
conscientiously objected to all national grants to any re- 
ligious denomination, and would therefore protest not 
oa the increase of the grant to Maynooth, but 


to the continuance of what that college has formerly re- 
ceived, 


The character of the meeting may be judged of 
from what took place towards the close of the pro- 
ceedings, as reported in the Derby Reporter :— 

W. Parkinson, a working man, beg permission to 
say a few words. When he looked around him, and 
saw so many thousands in this country profess, but who 
do not possess, right Christian conduct, he was led to 
inquire for the cause, which he believed to be neither 
more nor less than these parliamentary grants in mat- 
ters of religion [hear, hear]. If we are to have a pure 
religion, we must forego this longing for grants of pub- 
lic money, and let every professing sect of Christians 
stand or fall by their own merits [hear, hear]. When 
he saw a nation like this taxed to the extent of fifty 
millions annually 

The Rev. E. H. Abney rose to order. 

The CHAIRMAN requested Parkinson to keep to the 
question. 

PARKINSON thought it was the question. When, he 
said, they had to pay fifty millions of taxes annually, he 
thought they had no money to spare for colleges, whether 
catholic or protestant. When he found large incomes 
derived by the heads of the [‘* Elear, hear,’’ and 
“ Chair!’’] 

The CnairMAN could not allow the speaker to per- 
sist, if he departed from the question. 

PaARKINSON: I think it is a thousand pities if the 
question will not bear looking at in all its bearings. 
(Ile then resumed his seat.) 

Mr J. G. Pike suggested that congregational pe- 
titions should be prepared at all the churches and 
chapels; secondly, that letters should be addressed 
to the members of the town and county from each of 
the ministers, supported by a few influential elec- 
tors; and thirdly, that a declaration should be 
made by persons who are electors, pledging them- 
selves in future to sink all minor differences, and 
support no candidates who will not oppose this 
measure. 

Other meetings have been held in various parts of 
the country, chiefly by Protestant, and Protestant 
Operative, Associations. We learn from the Suffolk 
Chronicle, that at a meeting of about thirty of the 
clergy of Suffolk, last week, a petition in opposition 
to the grant was adopted by the majority present. 
Archdeacon Berners (the chairman) and some others 
of the clergy refused to sign the petition. 


Tue Cuurcu Disrutes.—It has been customary 
for some years, in the parish of Leigh, near Bolton, 
in the diocese of Chester, to allow the bread and 
wine to be used in the celebration of the holy com- 
munion to remain on the table during the perfor- 
mance of divine service, after which they have been 
consecrated by the priest, in the manner prescribed 
by the rubric, in the presence of those who remained 
to partake of the sacrament. ‘This common-sense 
plan of proceeding has, after some years’ observance, 
proved distasteful to Mr Irvine, the vicar. On Sun- 
day se’nnight Mr Irvine performed the morning 
service, and it was noticed that, although the sacra- 
ment was to be administered on that day, the ele- 
ments were not placed upon the table. On de- 
scending from the pulpit, Mr Irvine repaired to the 
vestry room, from which he shortly afterwards 
emerged, accompanied by his subordinates, bringing 
with them the plates, cups, bread, wine, &c. There 
had previously been some unmistakeable indications 
of Mr Irvine’s desire to introduce innovations, and 
this fresh attempt met with the fate it deserved ; the 
churchwardens and others took up their hats, and 
forthwith left the church. During the last few days 
several meetings have been held, and a requisition 
has been prepared for presentation to the Bishop of 
Chester, praying that his Lordship will suspend Mr 
Irvine from the exercise of his clerical functions. 
The requisition has been signed by the church- 
wardens and the principal inhabitants.— 7 tmes.— 
Mr Bryan King, rector of St George’s-in-the-East, 
London, and his parishioners, are at war about the 
Puseyite innovations. A public meeting of the 
latter was to be held on the subject last evening. 


STATE-cHURCH DiscrpLine.—For what other pur- 


pose are the triennial visitations of bishops, or the 
annual peregrinations of archdeacons? Are the 


former merely intended as periodical, but rather — 


formal, dinner parties, where, after much prelimi- 
nary complimenting, the preacher of the day is al- 
ways to be thanked for his sermon, and the diocesan, 
as a matter of course, to be requested to print his 
charge—where the clergy are to cheer each other 
with mutual protestations of attachment to the 
‘venerable establishment,” and congratulations on 
the excellent state of the diocese—topics specially 
including the affability and condescension of his 
lordship, and the increase of subscribers to the Dio- 
cesan Association of the two or three church socie- 
ties—where there is to be some talk about livings, 
and curacies, and changes—some commendation of 
the dinner and the dessert—politics highly conser- 
vative among a circle (in its sphere) amusingly ex- 
clusive? ‘This is pretty generally the course of 
proceeding. ‘The ceremonial or festivity of the day 
at length over, away fly clergy and churchwardens 
in different directions, and his lordship is left alone 
—supreme and dignified—till the next appointed 
visitation calls him forth to his travels and his la- 
bours, and renews the pleasant scene of three years 
ago. Delighiful and cheerful occupation—to go 
from town to town, saluting and saluted—every- 
where met with demonstrations of the most devoted 
and profound allegiance! Escorted by the parochial 
functionaries, and followed by the parochial clergy, 
forth comes the reverend procession, the admiration 
and wonder of spectators! And then, while the 


bishop is taking his leisure, consulting schemes for 


the church, or preparing for future charges, once in 
the year, his accredited substitute circulates among 
the parishes of his archdeaconry. The same obser- 
vances are paid on a smaller scale—a sermon, & 
dinner, and aconversation. And is this not the sum 
total of ecclesiastical or clerical discipline >— Times. - 
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Tur Rev. W. H. Henstowr, of Tottenhill, in | churches, that they might be inclined to give favour- | 
ainst in the | able ear to any counsel or remonstrance the Free | 
his refusal to | church might think it her duty to address them. , 


Norfolk, who has been proceeded 
Court of Arches, in consequence of 
bury the child of a dissenter, has published a letter 
of thanks to those clergymen who have ts assisted or 
protected’ him through the proceedings ; in which 
he says— 

‘The number of those friends I now find was very 
small: the cause for which I personally stood the trial 
does not prosper ; a repetition of such trial I may still be 
ealled to suffer any future day; and, but for one or two 
most kind supporters, I had been victimised already and 
entirely to our anomalous church laws! My sense of all 
these things is, therefore,Jsuch as shakes my churchman- 
ship itself to the foundation. An Anglo-catholic in holy 
pate I shall be for ever ; but, of the church establish- 
ment of England I foresee that I, and every other faith- 
ful Priest or Bishop of the order of Melchizedek, must 
one day cease to be. ae 
This is the most comforting intelligence on the 
subject (considering the class of persons intended by 
the reverend gentleman’s “ order’) that we have 
yet met with.— Stamford Mercury. 


LECTURES ON THE ReEFoRMATION.—On Tuesday 
evening the Rev. Dr Massie delivered, in Chapel- 
street chapel, a second lecture on Ecclesiastical 
History, to young men. About 400 persons were 

resent, and evinced much interest in the subject. 

he former lecture, as introductory, had supplied a 
historical sketch of Christianity from apostolic times 
till the eve of the Reformation. The present lec- 
ture was a4 continuation of the same subject.—Man- 
chester Times. 

Two columns and a half ofthe Morning Chronicle 
of Friday are taken up with a letter (inserted as 
an advertisement) by ‘a sincere nonconformist,” 
consisting of an elaborate reply to the strictures 
passed upon Mr Clayton’s Pastoral Letter by the 
Patriot, a short time since. 


We have heard, upon good authority, that the 
Bishop of London has actually commenced proceed- 
ings against Mr Oakeley, and that a formal notice to 
that effect has been sent to Mr Oakeley by the 
Bishop’s order.—Morning paper. 


Tne Free Cuuren ann Stavery. —— At the. 
monthly meeting of the Edinburgh Free church 
presbytery, Dr Duncan, after an able speech, moved 
the following resolution :— 

“That it be humbly overtured by this presbytery to 

the general assembly, that it give a clear and decided ut- 
terance on the subject of slavery—that it address an 
affectionate, but faithful and uncompromising remon- 
strance, to those churches stained with it, especially 
those who had expressed their sympathy with us—and 
that it order that any monies which may have been re- 
ceived from churches in which slaveholders are admissi- 
ble to membership be kept separate and held unemployed 
till such time as these churches shall have professed re- 
pentance, and proved it by reformation.” 
Mr H. Grey (moderator of the last general assembly) 
seconded the resolution, and thought it a privilege 
and honour to do so. He made a very eloquent 
speech, from which we have only room for the fol- 
lowing extract :— 

The heads of foreign states—those of them that pro- 
fess any reverence for religion or respect for the rights of 
humanity—are ashamed of slavery, and speak not now a 
word in its defence. And need we, the reformed, the 
Free Kirk of God in Scotland, go to these to learn into 
which scale Christianity throws her weight, and what 
course duty, piety, and consistency require us to pursue ? 
Have we separated ourselves from our moderate brethren 
to form alliance with men-stealers ? Do we remove from 
us ‘fa brother that walketh disorderly,’’ a drunkard, a 
fornicator, an adulterer, to unite curselves with forni- 
cators, such even as one hardly named among the Gen- 
tiles, men polluted with incest, renouncers of marriage 


amendment, that the overture should no? be trans- 
mitted, but that, having confidence in the General 
Assembly, the matter should be left in their hands. 
Mr Guthrie seconded the amendment. Dr Duncan 
made a few observations in reply, and at the con- 
clusion agreed to withdraw the latter part of his 
motion, which, being tantamount to an acquiescence 
in Dr Candlish’s amendment, he withdrew his motion 
altogether. 


Reictous ConTROVERSY IN GERMANY.—There are 
at present several religious questions pending in 
Germany. Our readers are, doubtless, aware of 
certain endeavours to create what is called a German 
Catholic Church. A deputation from the catholic 
clergy of Leipsic and Dresden, headed by the bishop, 
waited on the King of Saxony to obtain the inter- 
vention of his Majesty’s authority against that 
church. The King refused to interfere. ‘I am the 
more surprised at your application,” observed his 
Majesty, ‘inasmuch as you are aware that nineteen- 
twentieths of my subjects are protestants. Besides, 
as the King of a constitutional state, I have sworn 
to secure ful! and entire religious liberty to persons 
of every faith. I shall impose no restraints on the 
new church, as I do not wish to prevent any one 
from practising the religion which he may regard as 
the only one on which depends his salvation.’”’— 
Banelig Journal. 


_ 


Worrespondence. 


“ THE CHRISTIAN WITNESS ” AND OUR 
CORRESPONDENTS. 


To the Editor of the Nonconformist. 

Sir—It seems, from an article in gee last number, 
headed ‘‘ Our Correspondents,” that 
to rank, in the estimation of the editor of the Chris‘ian 
Witness, among the “men of mischief and dealers in 
defamation” who pollute and desecrate the pages of 
your journal. The ground on which my accuser rests 
this heavy and infamous charge is an incidental allusion 
to Mr James’s plan for supplying destitute churches, 
made in a letter which I sent to the Nonconformist, in 
favour of the Eclectic Review, and to which I attached 
my name. I jam not aware, sir, that there is any great 
sin in venturing to differ in opinion with Mr James, or 
even with the editor of the Christian Witness, nor in 
openly expressing and recording that difference. I 
thought, and still think, the project thrown out by Mr 
James, however wellintended, likely to prove, if adopted, 
most seriously detrimental to the independency of the 
churches, and to the progress of vital religioa—a con- 
viction which has been rather strengthened than other- 
wise by a perusal of a statement of his views, by the 
promoter of the scheme, which has since appeared in 
the pages of the Christian Witness. 

In common with yourself, sir, I confess I supposed 
that the allegations of the Christean Witness were in- 
tended for you as the editor of the Nonconformist, and 
I knew very well that you could answer for yourself. 
But it appears you are exonerated, and that your corre- 
spondents are the parties on whom the guilt of the 
alleged wickedness rests. As it seems you inserted only 
three communications between October and January, in 
which there was any allusion to Mr James’s plan—as it 
is in connexion with this plan that the charge of ‘‘ deal- 
ing in defamation,” &c., through the columns of your 
paper, is made—and as one of these said allusions was 
made by me, I am obliged to infer that the disreputable 
imputations in which the Christian Witness thinks fit 
to indulge are designed, in part however, for myself. 
Who the other two gentlemen may be who make up the 
‘¢men of mischief and the dealers in defamation,”’ I do not 


rites, traffickers in men, sellers of their own offspring, 
stained with the blood of innocents, leprous with sin ? 
Do we pour out our sympathy with an honoured indivi- 
dual who suffers persecution in Madeira; and have we 
none for poor negroes flogged, as I heard of an instance 
this morning, all but to death, merely for lending an ear 
to the preaching of the gospel? Have we none for poor 
women subjected to a similar punishment for refusing 
prostitution, or to forsake one husband when called to 
receive another, or for venturing audibly to lament when 
their infants are torn out of their arms, and sold away 
from them, never to be seen again, for the price of a 
dollar? 
Dr Cunningham, in an elaborate address, opposed 
the resulution. He abhorred slavery, and would do 
all in his power to abolish it, but that was not the 
point in question. 
The real question he held to be, What was the precise 

duty of a church of Christ not connected with slavery 
towards their sister churches of America? DrC. ad- 
verted to the injustice done to these churches, and the 
want of Christian charity practised in the attempt made 
by some men to jump over all difficulties, and come to 
conclusions opposed to the facts of the question. The 
Doctor, after animadverting upon the imperfect notions 
entertained by some of slavery in regard to the Ameri- 
can churches, proceeded to say, that there were churches 
there which, except in regard to slavery, were as esti- 
mable, and had ministers living under the influence of 
the truth as much as any ministers in this country. He 
could say this of the men of those churches who had 
been so ferociously assailed by the abolitionists. Those 
abolitionists took up the ground, that whatever excel- 
encies men possess, that slavery deprived them of them 
all. But the question after all was, Was a church of 
Christ bound to exclude a man who stood in the relation 
of a master to a slave? Now, the apostles admitted 
slave-holders to their communion —strange that this 
conduct of the apostles had not been more adverted to, 
and yet it was a startling fact. It was said, that slave- 
holding was asin, and that such should be treated as 
thieves and robbers, and that they should be expelled 
from a Christian church; but although slave-holding was 
asin, yet it did not hold that the slave-holder should be 
excommunicated. 

Dr Candlish supported the same views. He ridi- 
culed the idea of keeping the money in suspense, as 


suggested by Dr Duncan, and urged the importance | 


know ; but, for myself, I call upon the editor of the 
Christian Witness to substantiate his charges, and dis- 
tinctly tell him, that, if he be unable to do so, he stands 
convicted of about as disreputable and disgraceful a 
piece of conduct as the lowest journalist could be charged 
with. Unless he have very good grounds for the hateful 
accusation he brings (and if he have, let him expose 
them), he is the last man ‘who should brand others as 
‘¢ men of mischief and dealers in defamation.” 

The editor of the Christian Witness delights in the 


your columns of correspondence :— 

‘‘ There, as the crocodile among the bulrushes, the tiger in 
the jungle, and the serpent among the grass, lurk the ‘men of 
mischief and the dealers in defamation" There, malice with 
her mask, and venom with her dart, seem to reside, ever ready 
to lend their deadly aid to those who desire it! We are not de- 
livering opinions; we are stating facts. It consists with our 
certain knowledge that these columns have often been the ve- 
hicle of slander, calumny, and falsehood — falsehood direct, 
falsehood oblique, and falsehood by implication! We have fre- 
quently likened these columns to a highway or a common, 
where every ruffian footpad that had a mind was privileged to 
ply his vocation under the special protection of authority. These 
columns have, from the first, been marked by correspondence 
which we are bound to characterise as either impertinent, or 
officious, or captious, or censorious, or malicious, or menda- 
cious, Or ‘mischievous,’ or ‘defamatory,’ far beyond those of 
any religious periodical within our remembrance. The excep- 
tions are numerous and honourable; but communications of 
this stamp have been so abundant as, in our judgment, to form 
the rule. This has done more than anything else, or all other 
things united, to damage the Noneonformist in the estimation 
of upright and honourable men.” 

I venture to suggest to this writer the propriety of 
being somewhat more careful and guarded in yielding 
to the fascinations of the descriptive. In sketching 
from fancy, and using his pencil wildly and at random, 
he has, unwittingly, perhaps, sketched his own likeness. 
Though the shading is possibly a little too dark, it is 
his own work, and he has no one to blame but himself. 

Having held up in his pages, ‘‘as men of mischief and 
dealers in defamation,” certain parties ‘‘ who were 
wickedly endeavouring, by false and malicious repre- 
sentations,”’ to bring into disrepute Mr James's plan 
for supplying vacant churches, he is remonstrated with 
by one of his correspondents, and in reply, he tells the 
writer, that “if he were in his place, he would quickly 
ascertain his grounds for so characterising the parties to 
whom he had formerly referred.’ A more unmanly or 
malicious insinuation than this it is difficult to imagine. 
There ‘s, sir, a depth of meanness in this dark inuendo, 


of keeping on such a footing with the American | 


that I never recollect to have seen approached in the 


He concluded amidst applause, by proposing as an | 


have the honour t 


graphic, and in the indulgence of this passion he says of 


controversial writings of any times. Here, if you please, - 
is the “ crocodile among the bulrushes, the tiger in the 


jungle, the serpent among the grass.’’ Here is ‘‘ malice 


with her mask, and venom with her dart.’”’ Here is the 
vision of the “* highway and the common” realised with 
a witness, only that the editor, instead of admitting 
‘“‘ every ruffian footpad| that has a mind,” &c., as he as- 
serts of your paper, monopolises the traffic to himself. 
It would seem as though some unfriendly spirit had in- 
spired him to delineate, in bold and appropriate meta- 
phor, the ungenerousness of his \own conduct. Who 
are these ‘‘ dealers in defamation,’’\so well known to the 
editor of the Christian Witness, and what deadly thi 
does he know about them? Let him draw aside his 
veil, and out with his hideous secrets. 

As to the high encomiums pronounced on you by the 
editor of the Christian Witness, who seems to delight 
in the patronising air, and to pronounce his opinions ag 
though he were the specially appointed censor\of the 
literature of the times, I hope, sir, these will be duly 
valued by you, though ag cannot but, be deprived of 
a measure of their worth, by the obvious attempt to in- 
jure your journal in public esteem, with which they are 
accompanied. Howaman canbe distinguished by the 
high-mindedness and the integrity he ascribes to you, 
and yet habitually tolerate the abominations he depicts, 
is a problem that no ordinary acumen can solve. An 
occasional deviation from propriety, in any publio 
journalist, may be compatible with \a well-earned repu- 
tation for uprightness; but a constant persistive _ad- 
herence in such conduct as is said to deface your 
periodical, can never be reconciled with\common honesty 
or every-day morality. How clever) how ingenious, 
how diplomatie is this! The commendation is a con- 
venient vehicle for the slander—the caress prepares the 
way for the stab! : 

The Nonconformist, however, sir, stands high above 
the shafts of the Christian Witness, and, whatever ma 
be its faults, has excellencies to which its accuser woul 
do well to aspire. Go on, dear sir, in the lofty but too 
thinly trodden way you have chosen hitherto ‘to pursue; 
and though by the light of your example you ‘fail to at- 
tract others, who undertake to form and to guide public 
opinion, to the course you prefer, never permit them to 
draw you down to the commoner and easier road in which 
they walk. A noble career lies before you, and a last- 
ing reward, in the admiration and gratitude of posterity, 
awaits you. I am, dear sir, : 

ages Yours cordially, 

Letcester. J. P. MURSELL. 

To the Editor of the Nonconformist. 

Str—I have been a reader of your journal from its 
first publication, always with pleasure, and sometimes, I 
hope, with profit. I plead guilty of having been an oc- 
casional correspondent. 

Few things of its class have given me greater pain 
than the fierce onslaught made on the correspondence of 
the Nonconformist in the number of the Christian Wet- 
ness for the present month. So furious and formidable 
are the words, that, although I flatter myself that I read 
with some attention, I could not help thinking that I 
must have overlooked some of these communications. I 
have, therefore, charged myself with the task of going 
through the whole of the published correspondence, from 
the first number of your paper to the last, and I cannot 
find even the slightest ground for the unwarrantable 
eharge made by the editor in the publication alluded to. 
I should be sorry to adopt the inflated style which that 

entleman sometimes indulges in, but surely he is bound 
in honour to point out the particular communications 
which\he denounces so vehemently, ‘“‘ where the croco- 
dile lurks among the bulrushes—the tiger in the jungle— 
theserpent among the grass—falsehood oblique, falsehood 
by implication,” &c., &c. I enclose you my name and 
address, to. make what use you please of, to show that one 
of your correspondents, at any rate, is willing to take 
his share of this vituperation. 

Raving refreshed my mind with the general character 
(according to the editor of the Christian Witness) of 
the only questionable part of your editorial career, I fee) 
the more confidence in challenging him to produce from 
your columns any letter which will justify the wholesale 
calumny he has published. Either there must be hidden 
meaning in some of. these letters, the secret of which I 
am ignorant of, or my notions of free discussion are 
sadly at variance with those of the editor who condemns 
them. I boldly defy him to produce a single letter in 
which there are either falsehoods oblique, or falsehoods 
direct, or in which anything is attempted by stealth. 
Where public men or public measures are handled, the 
strictures are, to my mind, fairly made on public 
grounds, and at all times made in the language of Chris- 
tian courtesy. I wish the readers of the Christian 
Witness could say as much. | 

I am afraid that the little clique of which the editor of 
the Witness is the champion, and his publication the 
organ, are uneasy at the onward progress of the Non- 
conformist. I cannot tell why it should be, but eve day 
furnishes some additional evidence that so it is.—This is 
a great mistake of these otherwise good men. It is ex- 
traordinary that a journal, doing the work of dissenters 
in a sound catholic spirit, and with a faithfulness un- 
paralleled, should be a marked object of contumely, Is 
it that you have evinced “too rigid an adherence to 
principles apart from circumstances?” or is it, that 
these self-assumed leaders are anxious to suppress all 
discussion, not conducted in any publication of which 
they have not, either directly or lallirectiy. the control, 
and which they can put an end to the moment it ar- 
rives ata given point? Surely, we are not to be told 
that there is a certain class of public questions, not le- 
gitimate matter for public discussion; or, that there is 
a certain class of public societies, the management of 
which is to be taken for granted, as the emanation .of 
absolute wisdom, notwithstanding all the appearances to 
the contrary. | 

I cannot conclude this letter without tendering you 
my thanks for the article on your correspondence in the 
last week’s publication. The rebuke you meer or ts 
was dignified and just, and in happy contrast both 
letter and spirit to the attack. It must be painful toa 
mind earnestly bent on elevating his fellow-countrymen 
from their present state of mental prostration, to méet 
only with obstructions where it was natural to ex 
assistance. But let me cheer you on, with the assurance — 
that you are not labouring in vain. Already the influenee 
of the Nonconformist is greater, for good purposes, than 
all the sectarian publications of the day.—Men read 
articles, and believe in the 
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many thousands of “ne 2 weekly, and find their way 
into channels generally closed to publications of its class. 
Isolated as you must to a certain extent necessarily be, 
you are not so well able to judge of the effects you are 
producing, as men moving more about in the world. Let 
me assure you that your labour is appreciated far and 
wide ; and although your journal has never been adver- 
tised from the pulpit, nor sold in the vestry, it is read by 
the most intelligent and thoughtful of the people. Go 


on, and prosper. 
AN OLD INDEPENDENT. 


~—-_--—- 


A NEW PLAN “FOR PROTECTING THE LIBER- 
TIES OF NONCONFORMING CHURCHES.” 


Jo the Editor of the Nonconformist. 
Sin—I am disgusted with the be y of nonconfor- 
sts on the subject of ecclesiastical independence, and 
made up my mind to join the Puseyites. TA 
know that the church should be independent; and 
thought, by joining them, of bringing them over to our 
views altogether, and then of directing this new and 
more lively force to stimulate our other, but more slug- 
oF nonconformist brethren to the great work of perfect- 
g 


religious liberty. This was my project; but I see 
the Christian Examiner, of the 15th inst, a suggestion 
by its enlightened, but too modest, editor, for ‘‘the for- 
ation of a provisional committee, for protecting the 
liberties of nonconforming churches.’’ It is to take 
eognisance of all sorts of infringements, ‘‘ whether by a 
conference of ministers, or a union of ministers and dele- 
gates, or by the minister and ‘ officers’ of a particular 
church, or by the provisions of a trust deed.” Now the 
dea of putting our nonconformist churches under the 
protection of a junta of the kind foreshadowed is so 
capital and consonant with New Testament principles, 
that I have resolved to favour it. I wish, however, to 
secure you as one of the committee, and your announce- 
ment of the fact. I will then do what the editor of the 
Christian Examiner has not undertaken to do, from his 
excessive modesty, I suppose; I will put myself at the 
head of the movement, with the title of Superior, or 
Grand Inquisitor, as I shall see fit; and we shall soon 
let the church and the world see what’s what. 
I dislike anonymous writing, and subscribe myself and 
address in full. Your's cordially, 
DIOTREPHES TOPALL, 
No.1, Pontifex place, Little St Peter's, March 17, 1845. 


~The Complete Suffrage Miobement. 


| Birmingham, March 17, 1844. 
The Council of the National Complete Suffrage 
Union met at Birmingham, on Monday; Mr Sturge 
fm the chair. The business was not of a public 


nature. 


Compete Surrrace AssocraTIon FoR SToKs 
NEWINGTON AND THE NorTHERN DIVISION OF THB 
Tower Hamiets.—On Wednesday evening, March 
12th, through the agency of this active association, 
the eloquent, faithful, and untiring asserter of the 
rights of man, Henry Vincent, was introduced for 
the first time into the large and influential parish of 
St John, Hackney. Dr Oxley having kindly offered 
the gratuitous use of the Temperance hall, opposite 
St Thomas's square, the committee engaged Mr 
Vincent to deliver a lecture on ‘‘ The history of par- 
liaments.’’ At the time appointed, Mr Vincent, ac- 
companied by Dr Oxley, Messrs E. Clarke, J. 
Bishop, Malcolmson, T. B. Wilson, Pococke, J. A. 
Thomas, Samuel Prior, and other gentlemen, en- 
tered the hall, which was quite full. The reception 
was gratifying. E. Clarke, Esq., of Snaresbrook, 
vice-president, occupied the chair, and congratulated 
the meeting upon the progress of this question of 
questions. Mr James Bishop explained the objects 
and operations of the society, detailing the circula- 
tion of Spencer’s tracts, the delivery of lectures by 
Messrs Spencer and Vincent, the recent distribution 
of an admirable little pamphlet entitled ‘‘ The Poli- 
tics of the New Testament,’’ and loan numbers of 
the Nonconformist, at coffee houses. Mr Bishop 
urged further contributions, and the enrolment of 
new members, that these efforts might be continued 
and increased. The Chairman then introduced Mr 
Vincent, who was greeted in the most rapturous 
manner. The hall was at this time crowded, and 
many could not obtain admittance. The audience 
‘was intelligent and enthusiastic, and the lecturer, 
as usual, nappy and thrilling. He gave a rapid, but 
the rise and progress of parliamen- 

tary representation, from the earliest to the present 
time, showing the beginning of the spirit of class- 
legislation, and the taking away from men whom 
the acts of that day impiously described as “‘ of small 
substance and no value,’’ their natural and social 
right. The illustrations were inimitable, and elicited 
enthusiastic applause. The speaker's reference to 
the immortal Alfred, and his testamentary wish 
**that the people of England should be as free as their 
own thoughts,’’ his comments on the disputes be- 
tween John and the barons, his account of the rise 
of a middle class during the wars of the Roses, his 
description of the grasping spirit of the Tudors and 
Stuarts, his spirited enumeration of the names and 
deeds of Hampden, Vane, Pym, Sydney, and Milton, 
and his final apostrophe to the spirit of civil and re- 
— liberty, touched the heart of the rapt audience. 
e gifted lecturer sat down amidst long, loud, and 
ted acclamations. A declaratory resolution, 

on the justice of complete suffrage and the tyranny 
of withholding from individual man a natural right 
he had been deprived of, was then moved by Dr 
Oxley, who avowed himself a thorough radical, re- 
joicing in the name, and desiring complete reforma- 
e was glad these 
ey would 


of Christian churches to these principles. 


y practical Christianity. Mr Wilson then en- 


tion, earnestly desired the attention of the | 


hsidered the advocacy and dissemination of 


larged on various topics in connexion with complete 
suffrage, but we regret our limits will not allow us 
to give a report of his address. The resvlution 
passed unanimously. Votes of thanks were then 
presented,“nd carried with acclamation, to the lec- 
turer, chairman, and Dr Oxley, who severally ac- 
knowledged them, and the meeting separated. A 
few more such meetings would open up a prospect 
of presenting as candidates for the borough two good 
men end true—and of carrying the Tower Hamlets. 


General Mews. 


FOREIGN. 
AMERICA. 


The British and North American royal mail 
steam ship Hibernia, Captain Hewitt, arrived in the 
Mersey at an early hour on Monday morning. She 
left Boston and Halifax on the usual days, and the 
unusual length of her passage is attributable to the 
late strong contrary winds. She brought thirty- 
eight passengers. On her outward passage she 
experienced a succession of light westerly winds, 
and fell in with large pieces of ice 150 miles east of 
Newfoundland, which carried away the edges of all 
her floats. The advices are sixteen days later, and 
contain much interesting intelligence. 


The question of the annexation of Texas was on 
the point of being decided by the Senate; and the 
numbers in that assembly are so nearly balanced, 
that the defection of a single vote (that of Mr Bagsby, 
of Alabama, whose vote had been counted upon for 
annexation, but who, in a clever speech, had come 
out strongly against it at the last hour), was looked 
to with great interest, and would, it is said, give a 
majority of one against the measure. The discus- 
sion in the Senate opened on the 13th ultimo, and 
was continued with great spirit up to the 26th, when 
an adjournment took place. The vote would, it was 
thought, be taken on the following day. Mr Polk, 
the new President, is said to have been using all 
his influence in favour of the measure, the fate of 
which was undecided at the latest accounts. The 
Times correspondent still thinks that annexation 
will not be carried during the present session, which 
was closed on the 3rd instant. 


The House of Representatives had passed the Post 
Office bill from the Senate, having made twoamend - 
ments, imposing a rate of five cents for 300 miles and 
under, and ten cents for greater distances. The bill 
is to go into operation in July next. The bill was 
fiercely opposed by the southern members. 


Among the exciting topics which have engaged 
the attention of Congress, has been the admission of 
the territories of Iowa and Florida into the Union 
as new states—the former as a free state, the latter 
as a slave-holding state. These territories have each 
adopted a constitution, with provisions applicable to 
their geographical position. The constitution of 
Florida contains the following clauses, viz. :— 

‘‘The General Assembly shall have no power to pass 
laws for the emancipation of slaves. 

‘‘ The General Assembly shall have power to pass laws 
to prevent free negroes and mulattoes, or other persons 
of colour, from emigrating to this state, or from being 
discharged from on board any vessel in any of the ports 
of Florida,”’ 

On the 13th inst a motion was made to strike out 
these clauses, upon which an animated debate ensued. 
This motion was lost. Ayes, 77; noes, 87. The 
constitution of Iowa contains the following clause, 
viz. :— 

‘‘ Neither slavery, nor involuntary servitude, unless 
for the punishment of crimes, shall ever be tolerated in 
this state.” 

A motion was made to strike out this clause, and 
lost without a count. And then the bill which pro- 
vides for the admission into the Union, as new states, 
both the territories of Iowa and Florida, passed the 
House of Representatives—ayes, 145; noes, 47—and 
was sent to the Senate, and by them referred to the 
judiciary committee. On the 24th that committee 
reported the bill to the Senate without amendment. 
These proceedings show the extreme distrust and 
jealousy of the south on the slave question. The 
struggle now is for the balance of power in the 
Senate of the United States. A majority of that 
body, after the 4th of March, will be of the demo- 
cratic party; but to which clique a majority of that 
majority will attach themselves, is the exciting 
question. 


President Tyler had sent a message to the House 
of Representatives, on the subject of the trade in 
slaves by citizens of the United States and British 
subjects, accompanied by several communications 
from Mr Wise, the minister at Brazil, developing the 
means used, and the devices resorted to, in order to 
evade existing enactments on the subject, for which 
purpose there is stated to be a regular established 
ota A vessel is purchased to be delivered on 
the coast of Africa; she clears for some port in 
Great Britain, obtains a cargo of ‘‘ coast ’’ goods, de- 
signed especially for the African trade, and, on her 
arrival at her final destination, is put in possession 
of slavetraders. 


The papers publish a correspondence between the 
state department at Washington, and Mr Everett, 
United States minister to England, in reference to 
seven fugitive criminals, who, it is alleged, commit- 
ted robbery, arson, and murder in East Florida, and 
afterwards escaped to Nassau. Their surrender is 
claimed by the general government under the provi- 
sions of the Washington treaty. ‘The associated 
judges refused to deliver up the fugitives, on the 
ground that the evidence was not such as was re- 
quired by the act of parliament for giving up crimi- 
nal fugitives from justice. Mr Calhoun assumes 
that the refusal is to be attributed to the fact that the 


fugitives are slaves. Mr Everett obtained an inter- 
view with Lord Aberdeen. The noble lord justified 
the grounds upon which the refusal had been given, 
and, in conclusion, Mr Calhoun says the result of 
the interference is unsatisfactory, and Mr Everett is 
instructed to call ‘‘ the attention of her Majesty’s go- 
vernment to the subject, and to urge a speedy deci- 
sion in strong and earnest language. ” 

As regards the Oregon question, we are apprised, 
by a message from the President to the Senate, that 
it was still in progress, and that it was conducted on 
both sides in an amicable spirit, with a probability 
of its being brought speedily to a close. He there- 
fore declines furnishing the correspondence called 
for. It is said that the British minister at Wash- 
ington has offered to the American secretary of 
state to submit the matter in dispute to some 
friendly European power to arbitrate between the 
parties. If this rumour is well founded, the Ameri- 
can people will not readily justity the President in a 
refusal to meet such a proposition. 

Various reports and lists of the members of Presi- 
dent Polk’s administration are given. The President 
had, however, it is said, not turned his attention to 
the subject. A new charter of the city of Nauvoo 
had passed the Illinois House by about twenty 
majority, and would probably pass the Senate. 
There are no indications that the example of Penn- 
sylvania will be followed by any other state. 

Canadian accounts report that the ministry had 


experienced two defeats—the first, on a local mea- 


sure, by a vote of thirty-four to twenty-six; and 
the second, on a bill reducing the salaries of certain 
public officers and funding the fees of office, by 
thirty-five to twenty-three. With this exception, 
there is not one item of news. 

The ministry in New Brunswick had also suffered 
a defeat. The House of Assembly having passed 
a resolution on a former day, declaratory of disappro- 
bation at the appointment of the son-in-law of the 
governor to the office of Provincial Secretary, and 
waited a week in vain for some action on the part of 


| the government in reference thereto, and the re- 


organisation of the council; on the 20th inst, a vote 
of ‘‘no confidence’? was moved by Mr Partelow, 
and carried by a vote of twenty-two to nine. 

Vera Cruz advices to the 3rd of February, received 
at New Orleans, contain nothing of importance. 
Santa Anna was still a prisoner in the castle of 
Perote, whence he had written to the Congress, 
begging abjectly for life and pardon. 


The Texan intelligence is interesting. Congress 
adjourned on the 3rd, after tg | refused a petition 
from Brazoria against annexation, by a vote of twenty- 
eight to nineteen, although they had received nume- 
rous petitions in favour of annexation from other 
parts of the country. The Senate also rejected the 
nomination of General Terrell as chargé d'affaires to 
England and France, and of Colonel Relly us chargé 
to the United States. 


FRANCE. 


In the Chamber of Deputies, on Thursday, minis- 
ters reecived another check, on introducing a bill, the 
object of which was to compel electors who chose to 
vote at any polling place out of the arrondissement 
(district) in which they actually reside, to pay in 
the district so chosen 50f. per annum direct taxes. 
This was resisted by the opposition as a further 
oppression of the less wealthy of the constituency, 
and as ridiculous, because it merely tended to put 
electors to expense. ‘They proposed, therefore, to 
reduce the contemplated payment to 16f. This re- 
duction was contested by the framers of the bill. 
Ultimately an opposition deputy, M. Vivien, pro- 
posed to reduce the sum to 25f., in which ministers 
acquiesced, and the bill was passed by a majority of 
209 against 126, many of the opposition deputies 
voting in the majority. 

Committees favourable to ministers had been 
nominated on the proposition of M. Muret de Bond, 
for the immediate conversion of the five per cents, 
and on the proposition of M. de Remusat for declar- 
ing certain public functions incompatible with those 
of a member of the Chamber of Deputies. 

In the Chamber of Deputies on Saturday the 
motion of M. Chapuys Montlaville, for the abolition 
of the stamp duty on newspapers, was withdrawn 
after a long discussion, during which several amend- 
— were brought forward, all of which were re- 
jected. 

A great fall of snow took place in Paris and the 
neighbouring country on Saturday. The winter in 
France and Germany has been the severest known 
for the last forty years. 


The Univers says that nine archbishops and up- 


wards of forty bishops had already signified their 
approval of Cardinal Bonald’s mandate condemning 
M. Dupin’s work on the ecclesiastical law, and that 
the number was daily increasing. 


SWITZERLAND. 


M. Guizot, following Lord Aberdeen’s example, 
has forwarded to the Dict a note on the subject of 
the present disturbances, but, unlike its predecessor, 
couched in very offensive and dictatorial language. 
It has, consequently, created great indignation. 

The debate inthe Diet onthe subject of the free 
corps commenced on the 9th instant, and was very 
animated. After vehement speeches from the — 
ties of Argau, Lucerne, and Bale country, the dis- 
cussion became so warm that the president was 
obliged to remind the members that all personalities 
were expressly forbidden by the standing rules of 
the assembly. The catholic deputies, who abstained 
from voting on the question of nominating the com- 
mittee on the question of the Jesuits, demanded 4 
distinct committee on that as to the free corps, upon 
the election of which it could take part; but this 
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was denied them. The note of M. Guizot was the 
object of bitter recrimination from the deputies of 
theradical cantons. The sitting ended in a reference 
of the question of the free corps to the same commit- 
tee as is charged with that of the J esuits. The sit- 
ting on the 10th was opened with the reading by the 

resident of M. Guizot’s note, but he made no com- 
munication of his reply to it further than stating that 
it was asuitable one. Numerous petitions for the 
expulsion of the Jesuits were presented and laid 
upon the table. After a long discussion, the votes 
weretaken. The following cantons voted for reserv- 
ing the question of the free corps to a committee, 
viz., Berne, Soleure, Schaffhausen, St Gall, Argau, 
Tesino, Geneva, Vaud, Thurgau, Grisons, Outer Ap- 
penzell, Bale town, Glaris, and Zurich, making 12 
and two halves. Against this decision were Uri, 
Unterwald, Zug, Valais, Neufchatel, Inner Appen- 
zell, Friburg, Schwytz, and Lucerne, making eight 
and ahalf. It was also decided that the committee 
should be the same as that to which the affair of the 
Jesuits has been referred. 

The Times’ correspondent writes :—It is no longer 
doubtful that towards the middle of last month the 
Austrian government had prevailed on the court of 
Rome, and through it on the Jesuits, not to comply 
with the demand made to it to send seven mem- 
bers of that order to Lucerne, by which prudent 

roceeding the alleged cause of the agitation in 
witzerland has been obviated. 


FOREIGN MISCELLANY. 

ENGLISHMEN REDUCED TO SLAVERY AT Mapaaas- 
cakR.—The last accounts from Mauritius state that 
the English Captain Croft, and his mate, Mr Heppick, 
had been reduced to slavery by the Queen of Mada- 
gascar (Ranavolana), on a trumped-up charge of 
man-stealing. ‘They were sold to certain slave- 
owners for thirty dollars each, and afterwards ran- 
somed at that sum. Captain Kelly, in the Conway 
frigate, endeavoured to investigate the matter and 
obtain satisfaction, but the Queen boldly avowed the 


-act, and declared that she would repeat it under 


similar circumstances. 

PERSECUTION IN Mapr1ra.—Lisbon letters, of the 
4th instant, announce the decision of the superior 
tribunal of the Lisbon Relagao in the case of the 
woman Marie Joaquina, condemned to death in 
Madeira, several months ago, on a charge of heresy 
and apostasy. That sentence was now commuted to 
one of three months’ imprisonment, with a fine of 
six milreas. 

RatLRoaADs 1N Itaty.—The King of Naples has 
just ordered surveys to be made for two most im- 
portant railroads, which, after having passed the 


Apennines, are to unite the capital with the two.) the sole or the greatest object of the country, he should 
extreme points of his states from northto east. The | i 


first of these two grand enterprises, from the north, 
is a length of forty-four leagues, and is to run from 
Naples to Termoli, on the Adriatic. This line will 
also have a branch to Chieti. The second line, to 
the east, is not less than seventy-eight leagues, and 
is intended to be carried from Naples to Lecci, being 
eight leagues from the port of Brondes, on the 
Adriatic. The Duke of Tuscany is also endeavour- 
ing to obtain a communication as far as Ravenna, or 
Rimini, with the railroad constricted between Leg- 
horn and Florence. The Sardinian government is 
not less active in the formation of plans for railroads 
all through the Sardinian states. 


Tur ZOLLVEREIN.—The following interesting state- 
ment with regard to the Zollverein, shuwing the 
progressive increase in the receipts from import, 
export, and transit duties, is taken from L’ Observa- 
teur, of Brussels, of the 4thinst. It shows that the 
receipts had risen in 1844 to 1,105,821 thalers above 
those in the preceding year; and that augmentation 
would have been still more considerable but for the 
early setting in of winter. In 1834, when the popu- 
lation was 23,478,120, the receipts were 14,515,722 
thalers; in 1835, 16,380,180 ; 1836, 18,162,873; 1837, 
17,697,296; 1838, 20,119,288; 183y, 20,569,488; 1840, 
21,306,191; 1841, 21,955,204; 1842, 23,410,503; 1843, 
25,365,770; and in 1844, 26,471,591 thalers. Thus, 
from 1834 to 1844, while the population had only 
increased about 94 per cent., the receipts had aug- 
mented some 834 per cent. 


THE Misstnc Packet Suips.—It was hoped that 
the Liverpool steamer would bring advices of the 
safety of the missing packets England and United 
States. But, we regret to say, nothing has been 
heard fromthem. There is great reason to fear that 
they were lost in the tremendous gale which destroyed 
the ship Dorchester, of Boston. It is, however, to 
be noted that our advices from the Western islands 
are only to the 24th of January, and from Cadiz and 
Lisbon to the 22nd; dates not so late as to exclude 
the idea of the missing ships having subsequently 
arrived there in a crippled state. The England sailed 
from Liverpool, December 1, and the United States 
November 26. Both are (or were) strong and 
well-built ships—the England 729 tons burthen, 
belonging to the old line of Liverpool packets; the 
United States, 650 tons, belonging to Robert Kermit’s 
line. Both of them had valuable cargoes, and if 
they are lost (which is by no means certain as yet), 
the insurance companies will be severe sufferers.— 
New York Journal of Commerce. 

_ Suipwrecx.—The Halifax Journal of the 10th 
instant contains an account of the loss of the ship 
Coromando, of Boston, for which port she left Liver- 
pool December 17th, with a general cargo. She 
sprung a leak January 1, and on the 11th finding it 
impossible to keep her free, the captain and crew, 
twenty-one in number, were taken on board the 
British brig Brothers, from Cork, and taken to Hali- 
fax, where they arrived on the the 8th. The shi 

was valued at about 30,000 dollars, fully eet 


_ The cargo was insured for over 250,000 dollars. 


Errects or SLAvERY.—From a late official docu- 
ment, it appears that the slave population of New 
Orleans, which in 1840 was 22,448, had decreased, 
in 1844, to 8,963. It is stated that there are up- 
upwards of 15,000 negroes in Canada, who are 
escaped slaves. 


DOMESTIC. 


METROPOLITAN. 


METROPOLITAN Drapers’ AssocraTion.—The third 
annual meeting of this society was held on Wednes- 
day evening, in the large room of Exeter hall, which 
was densely crowded. The main object of the asso- 
ciation is to put an end to “the late-hour system ” 
of shopkeeping. Lord John Russell presided; and 
made an admirable speech, which was very cordially 
received. The following is an extract :— 

It was one of the greatest evils of this country that 
toil had become so excessive therein that every con- 
sideration of health, all attention to intellectual im- 
provement, and the time which should be devoted to 
spiritual worship, were entirely lost by the excess of 
labour into which the people felt themselves compelled 
to embark [cheers]. It was quite clear that those who 
began their employment at six in the morning, and did 
not close it till ten or eleven o’clock at night, had little 
time but for the needful rest torecruit their bodies for their 
next day’s occupation. It was not necessary for him 
to prove that such constant employment must debilitate 
the health, must destroy the mental character, and must 
greatly, if not altogether, deprive those who followed it 
of that which ought to claim so much of a man’s time 
—that of preparing for another and a future life. Why 
was it that one generation of men after another were to 
pass away consumed in this hopeless, fearful toil, absorbed 
in such pursuits, and without in this respect the means 
of improvement for their minds and morals Spree l 
For it would be observed, that while they had the me- 
chanical advantages of civilisation—if they looked to 
the hours of toil—to the time left for intellectual culture 
or other improvements, they would not find that civili- 
sation had advanced them beyond a time of comparative 
barbarism [cheers]. They must endeavour then to im- 
prove society. There were evils of this kind beyond the 
power of legislation, in which, if legislation was to 
attempt to interfere, while doing good in one direction, 
it would infallibly do much greater evil in another 
[cheers]. But there was a power in this country of the 
greatest weight, and which required only direction to be 
made available against such evils—the power of public 
opinion [cheers]. Should they not look, then, by the 
help of this power, to a time when labour, which was 
their task, while it still continued for a proper number 
of hours, might be of moderate length, and when a 
sufficient part of the twenty-four hours would be left to 
make men more instructed, better men, and better 
Christians? If he could think that nothing but the con- 
stant attention to the improvement of health constituted 


yiot have that respect which he really entertained for the 
character of England [cheers]. hen their great poet 
was describing the occupation of the spirits of dark- 
ness, while about to build Pandemonium, he said— 

‘¢Mammon led them on; 

Mammon, the least erect of all the spirits 
That fell from heaven.” 

And if such was the character of the spirit that the poet 
deemed fit to lead on the powers of darkness for the 
erection of their palace, might not they who sought a 
better temple—a temple of civilisation, of happiness, 
and of religion—should they not enlist under better 
auspices, and look for brighter spirits to lead them to the 
erection and execution ’of the fabric which they wished 
to raise [loud cheers] ? — formed but a small part, 
to be sure, of those who suffered from the evils com- 
plaied of, but if the stream flowed on it would increase 
till it became irresistible [cheers]. 
Speeches were also delivered by Mr Redmayne, Dr 
Lankester, Mr J. Payne, the Hon. Baptist Noel, Mr 
Charles Buller, and other gentlemen. Resolutions 
were passed asserting the expediency of abridging 
the hours of business, for the sake not only of the 
employed, but of the employers and of the public at 
large; and pledging the assembly to co-operate in 
the furtherance of that object. 


Common Councit.—Tue Jews.—At a meeting of 
the Common Council, held on Thursday, it was re- 
solved to petition parliament, on the motion of Mr 
Ashurst, to extend the relief given by 1 and 2 Vic., 
ce. 5 and 55, by which quakers and Moravians and 
separatists are enabled to make affirmations con- 
sistent with their religious persuasions, to all classes 
of her Majesty’s subjects. In speaking on this ques- 
tion, Sir Peter Laurie complained that the Lord 
Chancellor was deplorably misinformed with respect 
to the state of the question relating to Jews, and had 
wholly misrepresented the conduct and motives of 
the Court of Aldermen in the House of Lords. A 
petition from the committee for erecting and pro- 
moting the establishment of baths and wash-houses 
for the labouring classes, to treat for the purchase or 
renting of part of Farringdon market, for the first 
model establishment, was negatived. 3 


Commission OF Lunacy.— On Wednesday, Mr 
Commissioner Winslow, and a special jury, sat to 
inquire into the state of Mr William Austen’s mind. 
Mr Austen is the once celebrated adopted son of the 
late Queen Caroline, who left him a property, now 
about £4,000, invested in the funds. He is about 
forty years of age. He has hitherto lived at Milan; 
but has just been brought to this country by order 
of Sir Thomas Wilde and Dr cpm wie ga trustees 
to the property. In 1830 he was seized with aliena- 
tion of mind, and has sunk into complete idiotcy. 
For three years he has not spoken; he shows an in- 
sane fondness for a piece of vine-stick, which he 
will no! part with; but he is as tractable as an in- 
fant. When spoken to by the Commissioner, he 
took not the smallest notice, but twirled his stick in 
blank unconsciousness. The jury pronounced him 
to have been of unsound mind since September, 
1841; the inquiry not having been extended further 
back, in order to save expense. 


At the Middlesex Sessions, last week, Edward 
Smith, the young man who has been robbing divers 
hospital-libraries of books, was convicted of several 
such offences, and sentenced to be imprisoned three 
months for each. : 

Woop Pavement Supgrsepep.—The inhabitants 
of Leadenhall street have petitioned and obtained 
leave to have the wooden pavement removed and 
granite laid down. 

TRAFALGAR SQuaRE.—The structures in the centre 
of the basins having been completed, and the conduit 
pipes for the overflow of the water laid down, on 
Tuesday evening the fountains were got into work, 
and attracted much attention from the passers by. The 
jets appear to be about three yards in height, and 
distribute a large body of water. 

Visration or Rartways.—aAt the last meeting of 
the Institution of Civil Engineers, William Brock. 
edon, Esq., F.R.S., exhibited some specimens of 
his ‘‘ Vulcanised’’ India-rubber for diminishing the 
vibration of railways, by a layer of the material 
being introduced instead of the patent felt, between 
the base of the chair and the surface of the sleeper. 
The preparation was a mixture of caoutchouc and 
sulphur. Its elasticity was of a surprising character, 
and was stated to be preserved under intense pressure 
for along period. It has been tried on the Great 
Western railway with success. 

Tus Hampstzap Murpsr.—The police have suc- 
ceeded in obtaining further iculars relative to 
the murder of Mr Delarue, which tend to substan- 
tiate more fully the guilt of the accused, Thomas 
Hocker. A young man named Thibblewaite, whose 
father keeps a chandler’s shop at Finchley, has 
made the following statement :— 

On the night of the murder I accompanied the con- 
stables towards the field with the stretcher, but I ran 
forward, and, on arriving at the spot where the body 
was lying, I sawa man in conversation with Baldock, 
the officer. I said to the man, ‘Is he dead ?” and he 
replied, ‘‘O yes, he is quitedead. I have felt his hand, 
and he has no pulse.” Ag soon as the stretcher came 
up the body was removed, and I, with the constables, 
proceeded up the field. The young man I have spoken 
of went with us, and he requested that I would allow 
him to light his cigar, which I permitted him to do from 
a lamp belonging to one of the constables, who had 
asked me to carry it for him. I returned the lamp to 
the officer, and, leaving the party, turned off to the 
right; the man went off in another direction, towards 
the Swiss cottage. 

His description of the person corresponds with that 
of the prisoner, with whom he will be confronted to 
prove the identity. 


PROVINCIAL. 


Tue Temreranck Movement. — A Rivar To 
FatHer Matrunw.—Dr Grindrod’s labours in Not- 
tinghamshire and at Leicester have been attended 
with remarkable success. 700 pledges were ob- 
tained in Newark, including about 100 females and 
many of the most respectable inhabitants of that 
town. At Bingham the results were still more re- 
markable : the Temperance hall was literally 
crammed on every evening of the week, and on one 
occasion alone upwards of 300 individuals from the 
surrounding district were unable to obtain admis- 
sion. Dr Grindrod delivered not less than eleven 
lectures in Bingham, and 800 pledges were obtained. 
In Nottingham, the accession of new members 
amounted to nearly 1700, and a second campaign is 
in contemplation. Nine lectures were delivered at 
Leicester, in the theatre. On two occasions, not 
less than 3500 children were assembled at once. 
This day week a special lecture was addressed to 
about 800 females, and more than 100 signed the 
pledge. The farewell lecture was given on Monday 
evening last, when upwards of 3000 persons were 
present, Mr J. Babington, rector of Cossington, in 
the chair. In the course of the evening, on the mo- 
tion of Mr Harris, the ex-mayor, seconded by Mr 
Winks, it was unanimously agreed to forward a pe- 
tition to both Houses of Parliament with a view to 
enforce the closing of public-houses on the sabbath. 
At the conclusion of the meeting, nearly 200 adults 
took the pledge, including many individuals of influ- 
ence in society. The books have not yet been made 
up, but the accession of new members to the ranks 
of total abstinence in Leicester will not be less than 
about 1400, making the number of converts obtained 
a the lectures of Dr Grindrod within the last 
for weeks about 4600. In this space of time he has 
delivered not less than thirty-four lectures—a toler- 
able example of the exertion, corporeal and mental, 
which can be endured on the cold water system.— 
Stamford Mercury. 


Karty Ciosinc or Suors.—Last week, a public 
meeting of the inhabitants of Huddersfield was held 
in the Philosophical hall, to canvass public opinion 
in favour of a uniform system of closing the retail 
establishments of that town at eight o’clock in the 
evening during the approaching summer months. 
The mecting was numcrously attended, and was 
principally addressed by clergymen. A series of 
resolutions was passed in favour of thé plan, and 
the utmost cordiality prevailed throughout the meet- 
ing. The arduous Sabbath day duties of the clerks 
and letter carriers connected with the post office 
were also the subject of comment, and was responded 
to by the postmaster. The probable results will be, 
that a memorial will be handed round to the in- 
habitants, asking their sanction to refrain from 
receiving or sending their letters or newspapers 
on the Sunday, whereby the duties of the offi- 
cials in the post office will be greatly lessened. 
——The Birmingham Pilot reports the proceedings 
of a meeting of the various shopkeepers in that 
town, with many of the merchants, at the Public 
office, called ‘‘ for the purpose of forming an asso- 
ciation the more ay to carry out the 
early closing system.” Mr G. Dawson, dissenting 
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minister, presided. Resolutions forming an asso- 
ciation, and resolving on the adoption of such plans 
as were calculated to advance the object, were 


unanimously passed. It was also resolved to hold 
a public meeting in the Town hall. : 


INCREASE OF THE Navy Estimates.—BuipcewarTeERr. 
—A petition, & copy of which is below, is in course 
of signature in this town, although the petitioners 
fear its prayer will not have much influence with 
parliament, whilst so many of our representatives 
are personally interested in the maintenance of a 
‘war establishment :— 

** To the Honourable the Commons, &c., &c. 
“The Humble Petition of the Inhabitants of 
Bridgewater 

*“* Sheweth—That your petitioners have learnt, with 
deep regret, that it is the intention of her Majesty's 
government to apply for a large increase in the navy 
estimates for the ensuing year, 

** That they believe that any addition to our war esta- 
blishment, in time of peace, is calculated to impose 
additional burdens on this country, and to excite sus- 
picion and distrust in those neighbouring powers 
towards which we wish to entertain friendly relations. 

“ That they regard all war as opposed to the forgiving 
Spirit of the Christian religion. 

“Your petitioners, therefore, pray your honourable 
House not to sanction the proposed addition to our 
naval force. 

‘‘ And your petitioners will ever pray.” 


State or Trapze.—The continued severity of the 
‘weather begins to re-act rather prejudicially on trade. 
Buyers on German account are almost at a stand in 
consequence, and it is feared that goods and yarns 
purchased for the Leipsic fair will hardly reach their 

estination in due time to be disposed of.—Man- 
chester Times. 


THE ASSIZES. 


In the charge which Mr Justice Coleridge deli- 
vered at Salisbury, to the grand jury for Wiltshire, 
his Lordship proposes a very important alteration in 
the crimin be of the country, and expresses his 
wish that the experiment should be tried. In com- 
menting on the calendar before him, Mr Justice 
Coleridge observed :— 

In some instances the offences were so very light, that 
they suggested to the mind a question, whether it would 


mot be consistent with justice that cases of so light a 


mature should be summarily disposed of. The expense 
to the county was very large, and the long imprisonment 
and loss of character, when there was a conviction, 
seemed heavier than the offence required. In this ca- 
lendar he saw a charge for stealing seven dead starlings ; 
another for stealing two tame rabbits; and other charges 
equally light; and the parties had been in prison ever 
since the beginning of January. Supposing a conviction 
followed, they must feel how much the judge was fet- 
tered in making up his mind as to the punishment to be 
awarded. Here there had been as much imprisonment 
as they would have passed on the party if tried at the 
time. It was a bad thing for a man to be convicted, and 
depart from the court with little more than a nominal 
punishment; but if the judge did not take the prior im- 
ge sae into consideration, the punishment would 
too severe ; but should the party be acquitted, then 
every one must _— every hour of the imprisonment 
to which he had been subjected. He did not know 
whether gentlemen were aware of the very large number 
of persons charged with offences, who were not convicted 
at the trial. The last year there had been about 30,000 
committals, and above 8,000 acquittals, or bills ignored. 
That was a very large proportion of the whole number. 
It might be said that many of these acquittals did not 
make out the entire innocence of the party; but he did 
not think, either as lawyers or magistrates, they could 
venture to look at an acquittal in any other light than 
that of establishing the perfect innocence of the party. 
Every acquittal supplied some degree of reflection upon 
the committal—something like a feeling that injustice 
had been done. He did not mean to say but that the 
committal might have been perfectly justified by the 
evidence placed before the magistrate ; but all must join 
in wishing that some experiment should be made for the 
arene of seeing whether these small charges could not 
be isposed of in a different manner. It was a delicate 
question, he admitted, to interfere with a tribunal which 
worked well and wisely for the ends of justice ; but they 


‘should not be tied so completely to a particular form of 


trial as to sacrifice the great and paramount end of doing 
justice to the individual. It was evident the value of the 
property taken, or the age of the offender, would not be 
the test; but that there might be some combination of 
circumstances to guide parties, and lead to a successful 
alteration. He did not mean to give the power toa 
single magistrate, but to the petty sessions; and there 
might be reguiations, giving the accused an opportunity 
of pores or removing his trial. 

Before the grand jury were discharged, they handed 
in to the judge a presentment containing the same 
sentiments. 


Tae Sart Hitt Murver.—The trial of John Taw- 


ell, the quaker charged with poisoning Sarah Hart 
at Farnham Royal, near Slough, on the Ist of January 


‘last, was commenced at Aylesbury on Wednesday 


morning; and it lasted for three days. The court 
was densely crowded. Mr Sergeant Byles and Mr 


a were counsel for the prosecution ; Mr 


Fitzroy Kelly, Mr O’Mally, and Mr Gunning, for 
the defence. The main facts of the case—the stifled 


“screams heard in Sarah Hart’s house —Tawell’s being 


seen to hurry away from the gate—the discovery of 
the woman in the agonies. of death, with remnants 
of bottled porter and glasses on the table—the man’s 
loitering about Slough—journey to town and track- 
ing by the police—are familiar to the reader. Tho 
novelty in the evidence consisted in new links to make 
out the chain of proof; but they were mostly of a 
minute kind, valuable rather in a legal sense than in- 


‘ teresting in themselves, and in no respect altering the 


features of the case. While in custody, Tawell com- 
plained to Police-inspector Perkins that Mrs Hart 
was always pestering him for age fe and he called 

e then said, that 
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allow her any more money ; that she poured some- 
thing out of a phial into a glass of water, drank it off, 
and fell down as if in convulsions; on which he left 
her, not believing her to be in earnest. No phial, 


Al —— 


however, was found in Hart’s house. Mr Champneys, | 


Mr J. T. Cooper, a chemist, and other professional 
gentlemen, gave very elaborate evidence as to the 
traces of prussic acid which they discovered in the 
woman’s stomach ; the stomach contained about a 
grain of pure acid, equal to fifty of the strength when 
repared according to the ‘‘ London Pharmacopeeia.”’ 
e woman had eaten some apples; and an attempt 
was made to show that the prussic acid might have 
been formed from them, as it exists in the pips. Mr 
Thomas, assistant to a chemist in Bishopsgate street, 
said that he had tried an experiment with apple 
pips: from those of fifteen small apples he had ob- 
tained nearly half a grain of pure prussic acid. 
However, the balance of scientific evidence was 
against this view of the case. Mr Thomas proved 
that Tawell bought two drachms of Scheele’s prussic 
acid on the lst January, at mid-day ; on the follow- 
ing day he bought some more, saying he had broken 
the bottle he had on the preceding day. Tawell 
was in the habit of buying medicines there for a 
varicose leg; and Mr Kelly produced a prescription 
by Dr Alison for a diseased leg: one of the ingredi- 
ents was prussic acid. A Mrs Howard deposed that 
Mrs Hart was taken very ill once before after Tawell 
visited her, in September last, when they had some 
stout. A very close connexion between Mrs Hart 
and her former master, Tawell, was proved to have 
existed for many years. Tawell did not appear to 
be in such flourishing circumstances as had been 
supposed, for he had overdrawn his account at his 
banker’s. Mr Fitzroy Kelly’s defence consisted in 
an endeavour to make out that the evidence failed. 
Mr Baren Parke summed up on Friday morning. 
About noon, the jury, after half-an-hour’s delibera- 
tion, returned a verdict of ‘ Guilty ;”? and the pri- 
soner was sentenced to death. The following are 
the concluding words of the Judge in pronouncing 
the sentence on the prisoner :— 

It remains for me to pass upon you, not my sentence, 
but the sentence of the law; that sentence is, for the 
murder whereof you have been convicted, that you be 
taken hence to the place from which you came, and 
thence to the place of execution, there to be hanged by 
the neck until you are dead, and that your body be taken 
down and buried within the precincts of the gaol wherein 
you shall be confined after the passing of this sentence . 
and may the Lord have mercy upon your miserable soul ; 


The prisoner remained almost unmoved while he 
listened to his sentence, and descended the trap- 
door, which leads by a staircase into the gaol, with 
no more trepidation than he had exhibited at the 
conclusion of the proceedings on the two previous 
days. When the prisoner had been removed to his 
cell, he gave utterance to lamentations in a low and 
hurried tone, walking up and down, exclaiming 
‘‘Oh dear! Oh dear !”” repeatedly. When his dinner 
was brought he refused it, saying he could not eat ; 
but he subsequently partook of a beef-steak. He 
has been removed to the condemned cell, which had 
been prepared for his reception in anticipation of the 
verdict. But the prisoner evidently expected a 
very different one, for on Thursday evening, when 
it was supposed that the trial would have been 
finished, a carriage was waiting to convey him home 
to ekhunaevenl upon his acquittal. He is said to 
have relied solely on the powers of his counsel, Mr 
F. Kelly, to get Fog off. The following particulars 
are extracted from the papers :—‘' The execution of 
John Tawell, for the murder of Sarah Hart, is ex- 
pected to take place in front of the County hall at 
Aylesbury, on the morning of Tuesday, the 25th 
inst. The whole of the property possessed by the 
prisoner was assigned over to trustees, for the benefit 
of his unfortunate and deeply-to-be-pitied wife, for 
some time previously to the trial; but, we under- 
stand, without any _eegpone having been made for 
the two children (a boy and a girl) borne him by the 
murdered woman, and who are now of the ages of 
four and five years; the boy, anintelligent little fellow, 
being the eldest. We hear, however, that Mrs Tawell 
kindly intends to contribute something for their future 
support. The expenses of the prosecution amount to 
nearly £400. ‘Thenumber of witnesses summoned to 
attend, on the part of the Crown, were thirty-three ; 
the whole of whom had to travel between thirty and 
forty miles (and many a much greater distance). 
The expenses incurred by the prisoner for his de- 
fence, including his outlay from the period of his 
apprehension, on the 2nd of January, are stated to 
amount to upwards of £700. Two female members 
of the society of Friends, of highly respectable con- 
nexions, arrived at Aylesbury, from Devonshire, on 
Friday evening, and the next morning had a length- 
ened interview with him in the condemned cell. 
The object of their long journey is to afford the 


prisoner spiritual consolation during the now brief’ Fs 


period of his sojourn in this world. The miserable 
culprit maintains the same taciturnity which he 
evinced from the first moment of his apprehension. 
His appetite has greatly failed him since Friday. 
He is now, however, restricted to the prison allow- 
ance, and attired in the prison dress. In deference 
to the wishes of the members of the society of 
Friends, he will not be executed in the garb of a 
quaker, in order that no additional disgrace should 
be — against that generally quiet and respect- 
able body of men. A large body of the society of 
Friends contemplated petitioning the Crown fora 
commutation of his punishment, upon the ground 
that it was possible the ill-fated woman might have 
taken the prussic acid herself, and that, as there 
were no direct proofs that the fatal drug was admi- 
nistered by the prisoner, it was also possible that 
John Tawell was guiltless of the foul crime of which 
he has been convicted. After, however, a long 
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consultation on the subject, it was deemed a hope- 
less case, the more especially after the clear and 
perspicuous manner in which the evidence was 
summed up by Mr Baron Parke, and the deductions 
he drew therefrom, leaving no doubt on the minds of 
the jury and the numerous auditors Who crowded 
the court, that the learned baron’s opinion of the 
guilt of the now convicted murderer perfectly coin- 
cided with the verdict of the jury. All idea of 
petitioning for the exercise of mercy in behalf of 
the convict, on the part of the Crown, has been 
abandoned. 


Tue Sprine Assizes.—A verdict of ‘ Man- 
slaughter’? was, on Thursday, returned at the 
Worcester assizes against the ten men implicated in 
the murder of Thomas Staite, in the parish of Seven 
Stoke.——-At Aylesbury, Peter Wallenger, a boy of 
only eight years old, who had been whipped by his 
master, and is supposed to have committed the 
crime out of revenge, was convicted of setting fire to 
a stack of haulm, and sentenced to fifteen years’ 
transportation.——-At Oxford, Charles Moss, aged 
twenty, Richard Hall, nineteen, and Thomas Wil- 
son, twenty, were convicted of a burglary in the 
dwelling-house of Joseph Dean, at Woolvercott, on 
the night of the 17th of January; also of a similar 
offence in the house of William Cox. They were 
each sentenced to ten years’ transportation, on which 
one of them exclaimed—‘‘ Thank you, my lord! we 
shall go to a happier land than this d——d country, 
and have a sail upon the sea.””——-At the Glamor- 

anshire assizes, last week, John Rees and Ann 
Williams were tried for having incited a half-witted 
man, one Richard Edwards, to poison Thomas 
Vaughan and his wife by giving them arsenic in 
heer. Ann Williams is a natural daughter of Mrs 
Vaughan, and had formed an improper connexion 
with Rees, in consequence of which she quitted her 
mother’s house. The motive for the crime was a 
desire to obtain the property of the Vaughans. 
Edwards divulged the secret to Mrs Vaughan, and 
gave up two packets of arsenic. ‘The prisoners were 
tried for the crime at the summer assizes, convicted, 
and sentenced to be transported for life; but the 
judges had decided, on technical objections, that the 
charge, as then put, could not be sustained: they 
were now tried for a misdemeanour, found guilty, 
and sentenced to two years’ imprisonment with hard 
labour. Eight agricultural labourers have been 
convicted, at the Salisbury assizes, for poaching in 
Toffant wood, belonging to the Earl of Pembroke, in 
January last, when a desperate fight took place 
between them and the the gamekeepers. They were 
sentenced to be imprisoned for twelve months.—— 
At the same assizes, on Tuesday, three men were 
convicted of setting fire to farm buildings and 
produce. 


FrenpisH Cruretty.—On Sunday morning last, 
Samuel Thompson, a very steady industrious man of 
West Cowick, near this place, on going into the 
stable, where he had the night before left his two 
horses, found one of them dead, bathed in its blood. 
The other algo was very severely wounded. Mr 
William Gardener, veterinary surgeon, was called in, 
and he found that they had been maliciously pierced 
by a long sharp instrument, between the shoulder 
and the ribs, so as hearly to sever the shoulder from 
the body, leaving an aperture large enough to admit 
a person’s hand! Hopes are, however, entertained 
for the recovery of the second horse. The mis- 
creants broke into the stable of a poor decrepit old 
man, about twenty yards from the above place, and 
drove a similar instrument into an ass, but the 
wound is not dangerous, although their intention 
was no doubt to kill it. They also broke into Mr 
Gardener’s barn, and stole therefrom one load of 
flour, and one sack of bran. Last Sunday evening, 
or early on Monday morning, these fiends in human 
guise had the audacity to bring the sack, in which 
the bran had been, and laid it down against the barn 
door. On Monday the body of the dead mare was 
examined by Mr Thompson, veterinary surgeon, of 
Snaith. The parties had taken a good aim; the 
carotid artery was divided, and the instrument had 
gone in an oblique direction to the heart, which 
must have caused immediate death.—Leeds Mercury. 


THUNDER AND LIGHTNING IN A SNOW STORM.— 
We have already mentioned that we had a heavy 
fall of snow in the night of Tuesday. On Wednes- 
day, through the day, we had very little ; but in the 
evening it fell thickly; and in the midst of the 
storm, at about seven o’clock, there was an exceed- 
ingly brilliant flash of lightning, followed by a loud 
clap of thunder.—Gateshead Observer. 


Two more of the persons injured at the execution 
of the murderer, Saville, at Nottingham, died last 
week, making about twenty lives in all lost on that 
occasion.— Globe. 


Kleven persons, who put off in a small boat to go 
on board a steamer, which was taking a pleasure 
party up the Tamar, on Saturday last, were drowned 
by the upsetting of the boat.— Western Times. 
Eieuty SuHeer Drownep.— On Tuesday week, 
eighty sheep, belonging to Mr Joseph Thwaites, of 
Murk Holme, in Uldale, had strayed into a neigh- 
bour’s field, and in order to dislodge them, the ser- 
vices of a dog were had recourse to. The sheep, 
frightened by their pursuer, ran upon a sheet of 
water named Little Tarn, which was frozen over; 
but crowding together, and remaining in this posi- 
tion for some time, the heat thus engendered caused 
the ice to give way, and the whole were precipitated 
into the water and drowned! Seventy-four of their 
dead bodies were got out next day, and since then 
the remainder havé been recovered, but are of no 
value whatever beyond the price their skins may 
realise for their unfortunate owner. — |Vestmoreland 
Gazette. | 
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‘Tae WRITING AND Printing RerorMatTion.—The | 


writing and printing reformation now ranks as one 
of the numerous benevolent enterprises by which the 
present age is distinguished. It is not the bright 
dream of a few speculative minds, but a reality in 
which thousands are labouring with a zeal propor- 
tionate to the magnitude of the work. The exten- 
sive diffusion of the principles of phonetic writing 
during the past year is shown by the following sum- 
mary, which we extract from the Phonotypie Journal 
for ‘Febrenry of the present year :— 

The Phonography Corresponding society now num- 
bers 830 members. By means of lectures and classes, 
phonography has been introduced into about 100 cities 
and towns in Great Britain, and in some of these places 
several hundred persons have been taught the art, many 
of whom are now engaged in extending its advantages 
to others. 370 public and private lectures have been de- 
livered, in which phonography has been explained to 
74,000 persons. The number of pupils taught privately 
and in various classes amounts to 10,106; in addition 
to this number many persons have acquired a know- 
ledge of the art from books, in places not visited by any 
lecturers. Phonography is also introduced into forty 
educational establishments and colleges, where it is, in 
many cases, now taught as a general branch of instruc- 
tion. Festivals in connexion with the reformation 
have been held in Manchester, Birmingham, Bristol, 
Edinburgh, Nottingham, Stockton, &c. Fifty-one ever- 
circulating phonographic magazines have been esta- 
blished. Inthe United States the reform is ably main- 
tained by Mr Anderson and other teachers. The most 
important event of the past year is, doubtless, the com- 
mencement of phonetic printing, specimens of which 
may be seen in the Phonotypie Journal, published 
monthly. Upwards of 200,000 phonographic letters 
passed through the post during the past year. The 
present interests of the fifty millions of people that 
speak the English language are intimately involved in 
the success of this great enterprise, and if it should be 
ultimately accomplished, of which we cannot entertain 
a doubt, the whole world must experience the benefits 
which must result from it. 


Postscript. 
Wednesday, March 19. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Tus Winnow Tax.—Lord Duncan moved for a 
sclect committee to inquire into the present mode of 
assessing, levying, and collecting the window duties 
in Great Britain, and to report their opinion there- 
upon to the House. After giving a history of the 
various acts of parliament under which the window 
duties are assessed, and after commenting on the un- 
accountable manner in which the scale of duties rose 
‘and fell, he called attention to the contradictory re- 
turns furnished to parliament respecting the amount 
of taxation thus paid into the Exchequer. He 
showed that it had been falling off from the year 
1839 down to the end of 1843, and that during that 
period the population had been steadily increasing. 
He mentioned several cases in which persons had 
been subjected to much vexatious annoyance and 
persecution under these acts of parliament, and com- 
plained of the difficulty which was encountered both 
in properly shutting up windows that were open, and 
in properly opening windows that were shut. He 
asserted that one of the chief objections to the venti- 
lation of our towns was the variety of obstacles which 
opposed themselves to the opening of new windows 
in the houses of the poor; and, arguing that solar 
light and air were absolutely necessary to health, 
and were very essential for the prevention of immo- 
rality and crime, he appealed to the present Premier, 
who had declared his intention of bringing in a bill 
this session for establishing new sanitary regulations 
in all our large towns, and asked him to grant to the 
people of England a committee, which would enable 
them at a future, and he hoped not a distant, period, 
to obtain a better supply than they had at present of 
those two great necessaries of life, light and air. 
Captain Rous seconded and supported the motion. 
The Cuance.tor of the ExcHEequer could not give 


his assent to this motion for a committee ; for if the 


House were to agree to such a motion, it would lead 
people out of doors to believe that the House in- 
tended to repeal these duties, and it would embarrass 
the government by making it seek for some comuta- 
tion of taxation equal to the amount of the duties 
which Lord Duncan wished to have repealed. Ten 
years ago it was resolved that the house tax should 
be abolished, and that half of the window tax then 
in existence should be continued; but if they were 
now to abolish the window tax, and to re-impose a 
house tax, they would make a change of taxation 


centage of 9d. or 10d. in the pound upon the 


which would be obnoxious to a greater number of. 


persons than the present system. ‘The window tax 
applied to one-eleventh part of the houses in the 
country ; but the house tax applied one-seventh part 
of them. The house tax would, therefore, bring 
under assessment 270,000 persons who at present 
were not contributing either to the house tax or to 
the window tax. He asked the opposition to recol- 
lect what was the effect on rents when half the 
window tax was taken away; and then contended 
that, if the present window tax were also re- 
moved, the amount would go into the pocket 
of the landlord in the shape of increased rent. 
Captain PecuE.. in supporting the motion mentioned 
the fact that in England there had been 506 and in 
Scotland 232 cases of appeal against the local com- 
missioners for surcharges. Sir C. Napier and Mr 
Ex.ice, jun., followed in support of the motion. Mr 
Hume conceived that the country had a right to ex- 
pect the repeal of these duties, as Lord Althorp had 
given them a pledge to that effect. That pledge had 
had not been redeemed by his successor in that 


ottice, who had been compelled by pressure of finan- | ; 


cial deficiencies to retain a tax which his predecessor 
had determined to repeal. He thought that tho 
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up, if it were repealed, ‘by imposing a slight per 


rental of every house of a_ certain value. 
Mr F. Barrne denied that any such pledge as that 


_referred to by Mr Hume had been given, and thought 


the re-imposition of the house tax would be more 
burdensome to the poor than the window tax. Mr 
WakLeEy supported the motion. Sir R. Pest, after 
urging various objections to the proposition, said 
that, to induce Lord Duncan not to go to a vote on 
this question, he would not say that he would take 
this subject under special consideration, but he 
would say that it should be taken into considera- 
tion with other taxes, whenever another remission of 
taxation was practicable. He could not promise, at 
least a year before any remission of taxation could 
possibly be made, that he would repeal any parti- 
cular tax, or any portion of a particular tax. This 
tax had one circumstance in its favour—it was easily 
collected, and nearly every farthing of it came into 
the exchequer. After a few observations from Mr 
Hawes, Col. StntnHorp, and Mr Duncomss, the mo- 
tion was rejected by 93 to 47. 

THe New ZEALAND CoMPANY AND THE COLONIAL 
Secretary.—The charge of duplicity preferred by 
Mr Butver and others against Lord Stanley in his 
transactions with the New Zealand Company, was 
brought before the House by Mr Hops, the under- 
secretary for the colonies. ‘The charge was again 
advanced in an elaborate speech from Mr Buugr. 

He showed that the New Zealand Company, after 

some negotiation, had accepted a proposal of Lord 
Stanley to take lands in the neighbourhood of Auck- 
land, to plant a colony in that vicinity, and to receive 
a conditional title to their land there and elsewhere, 
for the purpose of extinguishing native claims. That 
negotiation ended by: Mr Somes transmitting, on the 
8th of May, a letter to Lord Stanley, which he must 
term an agreement, and which Mr Hope himself 
had twice adverted to as an agreement in the pub- 
lished correspondence. On the 12th of May came 
from the colonial office an answer, which was a written 
acceptance of their proposal in the handsomest manner, 
and which would have left the New Zealand Company 
without any reason to complain had it been carried out 
in the same spirit. But there had been a total altera- 
tion in the spirit of all the subsequent proceedings, and 
the agreement had not been carried out atall. Subse- 
quently, the Directors were shown the correspondence 
which had been referred to Captain Fitzroy, and which 
they were told contained his instructions; but what he 
complained of was, that they were not told subsequently 
that different instructions afterwards followed. 
He would, therefore, now move, as an amendment, 
that all the correspondence should be produced be- 
tween Lord Stanley and the Governor of New Zealand. 
Mr Hors denied that Lord Stanley had neglected 
the interests of a great number of her Majesty’s 
subjects in New Zealand, and showed that the diffi- 
culties which lay in the way of the fulfilment of 
his agreement with the New Zealand company 
were occasioned by the claims made to the land 
by the aborigines. He then proceeded, at con- 
siderable length, to answer the speech of Mr 
Buller, and to vindicate the conduct of Lord Stanley. 
Mr Suiext, Mr Ilvutrt, Lord InGrestre, and Mr 
AGuLionBy, took the part of the New Zealand com- 
pany ; the SoLiciroR-GENERAL and Sir R. Peg de- 
fended Lord Stanley. Eventually, the motion, as 
amended by Mr C. BuLLER, was agreed to, Sir R. 
PereEx declaring that Lord Stanley was not only ac- 
quitted of any intention to deceive, but also of any 
actual deception without intending it :— 

As the protector of the rights of the aborigines, in- 
vaded by the New Zealand company, which had avowed 
that any recognition of territorial claims on the part of 
the natives was a kind of fiction to amuse savages, Lord 
Stanley had come into conflict with the directors, but he 
stood clear of all accusation of deception. 

The SoniciroR-GENERAL obtained leave to intro- 
duce a bill for the better protection of works of art 
in museums, Xc. 


Txt Hovse or Lorps yesterday, after disposing 
of some routine business, adjourned for the Easter 
recess to Thursday, the 3rd of April. 


THE Grant To MaynootH.—MeEktTine at ExetTer 
Ha.ui.—A public meeting, to which the persons who 
attended were admitted by tickets, was held yester- 
day morning at Exeter hall, for the purpose of pro- 
nouncing against the endowment by government of 
Maynooth college; J. P. Plumptre, Esq., M.P., in 
the chair. ‘The meeting was numerously attended. 
On the platform we noticed the Honourable and 
Rev. Baptist Noel, Mr Holloway, Mr Bickersteth, 
Mr A. J. ‘Thelwall, Mr Blackburn, Sir Culling 
Kardley Smith, &c. The proceedings of the meet- 
ing were opened with prayer by Mr Holloway, and 
the reading of the 46th Psalm by Mr Blackburn, of 
Claremont chapel. ‘The Hon. and Rev. Baptist 
Noel, and Mr Bickersteth, were the principal speak- 
ers. Mr Noel said :— 


He raised his voice that day against no secular or civil 
privilege which the Roman catholic sought for, but 
against a grant, the effect of which would be simply this 
—to endow and sanction the doctrines of the Roman 
catholic church (hear, hear]. He drew a very plain 
distinction between any encouragement of their secular 
interests, and the sanctioning of their doctrines. But 
he must protest against any legislative sanction of doc- 
trines which, as protestants, they were bound to condemn. 
He would remind the meeting that this proposed vote, 
however small the results which might immediately flow 
from it, was made upon grounds on which they might 
expect to hear the payment by government of the Irish 
Roman catholic clergy to be hereafter sanctioned [cheers]. 


| There was, he maintained, no conceivable difference be- 


tween paying to educate the priests in Roman catholic 
doctrines, and paying for having these promulgated to 
the people [cheers]. The principles were identical; and 
if a protestant parliament was agreed to educate 
students in error it was the same as if they supported 
them in disseminating the errors which they enabled | 


revenue derived from this tax could easily be made | them to learn [cheers]. 


Mr Bickersteth said :— 

In his view, it would be better for the state to let all 
religion alone [great cheers], than to endow a false reli- 
gion. If the state could see no difference between truth 
and falsehood, let it leave both to shift for themselves ; 
but to support both truth and falsehood at the same time 
was grossly inconsistent and wicked. 

The other speakers were Mr Prest, of the Wesley- 
ans, Mr J. C. Evans, Sir C. E. Smith, Mr W. Chal- 
mers, of the English presbyterians, and other - 
tlemen. Sir C. E. Smith said that “ the first 

to be done was to present a petition to parliament ; 
the next to establish a committee, which he hoped 
would sit daily, and send able men throughout the 
country to advocate opposition to this grant. If the 
Roman catholics attempted to tax the public for the 
maintenance of their religion, he hoped weekly 
meetings would be held, and persons of all descrip- 
tions would be called upon to come forward and give 
their opinions on the state of Romanism throughout 
Europe. He, for one, should be most happy to do 
so.” Many interruptions took place in the course 
of the proceedings; the noted Captain Atcherley 
being, as usual, the leader. The following are the 
resolutions passed :— 

“ That, believing the proposal for increased public supporttto 
the college of Maynooth, made by her Majesty’s government, to 
involve the whole question of a national endowment of popery, 
and regarding it as an important step towards the full esta- 
blishment of the Romish church in Ireland; this meeting would 
call upon all true protestants of every denomination throughout 
the empire, to unite in opposing a measure fraught with such 
pernicious consequences, and by petition to parliament, and all 
other constitutional measures, to make known theirutter repug- 
nance to the national recognition and maintainance of the 
Romish faith, 

“That the support so long given to the College of Maynooth, 
in which those doctrines are taught, by an annual parliamentary 
grant, has ever been viewed wi.h the greatest repugnance by 
the large majority of British protestants of all denominations ; 
and that this meeting is convinced, that the said grant has been 
maintained during past years, notwithstanding this repugnance, 
mainly from an impression on the minds of many persons, that 
the national faith was pledged to its continuance. That this 
meeting, however, is unable to discover any evidence of such 
alleged compact or agreement, and fully believes the said im- 
pression to be entirely erroneous, and that no such engagement 
ever was entered into. 

‘‘ That this meeting, recognising the Holy Scriptures as the 
only unerring rule and standard both of faith and practice, and 
convinced by the testimony of that word that the doctrines of 
the church of Rome, as defined by the Council of Trent, em- 
bodied in the creed of Pope Pius [V., and exemplified in its 
general practice and teaching, are ‘ superstitious and idolatrous,’ 
and opposed to the best interests of society, and to the welfare 
of immortal souls, must regard all support and countenance 
given to such a system by the state as calculated to bring down 
the judgments of God upon this protestant country.” 


Another new comet in the constellation of Ursa 
Major has been discovered at Rome. 

EPEAL OF THE Grass Dutizs.—In consequence 
of the repeal of the duty on glass, the bottle manu- 
facturers have determined to reduce the price from 
42s. the gross of 12 dozen bottles, to 26s. the gross. 

Tux WEATHER.—A meteorological correspondent 
of the Times, referring to the long frost says :-— 

In the recorded account of severe frosts in London, I 
cannot trace one of such duration, nor continuing to 
such an advanced time of the year. In 1834 there was 
a very early one, said to have commenced on the 24th of 
November, which lasted until the 10th of Februa 
following ; and others in the years 1515, 1606, 1739, 
1766, and 1768—all of which were so severe as to freeze 
the Thames, t none of them lasted beyond the month 
of Jan. or Feb. ; but this frost commenced by my atmos- 
pheric index, on the night of Dec. 4, and has continued, 
with but a trifling variation, during the night, below the 
freezing point to this day. ~~ thermometers, being 
screened from any kind of downfall or meteoric influence 
from the upper regions of the air, have indicated the 
‘night’ temperature higher than those which are freely 
exposed; therefore I am fully justified in pronouncing 
this a continuous frost, with but a few nights’ trifling 
exceptions. The weather indicates a continuance of 
cold north-easterly winds, which may be expected to be 
very severe as the sun approaches the line. 


REPEAL Associ1aTion.— Monday being St Patrick's 
day, the Conciliation hall was more than usually 
crowded ; and almost every one in the room wore a 
shamrock in his hat; the Liberator sporting a 
‘‘monster”’ one. Mr W. Geery, mayor of Limerick, 
presided. MrO’Connell announced that on Tuesday 
next, the repeal “‘ martyrs’’ were to be entertained 
at a grand dinner in Kilkenny; they would not meet 
again, therefore, in that hall until that day fortnight. 
Mr R. D. Browne, M.P., addressed the meeting in 
an able speech on the various topics of the day. In re- 
ference to the Queen’s visit, Mr O’Connell said that 
they would hail the visit of the Queen with rejoicing, 
but she had better kcep her ministers within the 
shadow of her protection. He did not mean, of 


course, that any injury should be done them, but he — 


trusted thatthey would get plenty of‘ cheek ’”’ music. 
He then brought forward a motion to the effect, that 
a majority of the House of Commons having refused 
the inquiry sought for by Mr T. Duncombe, M.P., 
with a view to prove that his letters had been 
opened at the General Post-office, the Association 
felt it to be a duty to the people of Ireland, to place 
on record its indignant denunciation of a proceeding 
so disgraceful to the government of a free country, 
and to offer its cordial thanks to Mr Duncombe for 
his strenuous exertions in exposing the system of 
espionage practised. The first report of the com- 
mittee appointed to take into consideration the re- 
port of the Irish Land Commission was read, and 
commented on by Mr O’Connell. The rent was 
£398 5s. 4d. ee ee 
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‘The market is brisk this morning, and prices are 
firm, with a tendency upwards. 
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TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


“John F. Kennedy.” The work, which is now publish- 
ing in a will, when completed, cost 24s. 

se prt bridge”’ will find that we have glanced at the 
subject. 

‘J. C.” will observe that we have already two letters on 
the subject. 

‘‘ An Independent”’ next week. 

Many thanks to our Stockport correspondent. 

We have received, from the Secretary of the Congrega- 
tional Union, several documents; for which we return 
him our hearty thanks, and shall, of course, if he 
should find leisure to answer any of our remarks, most 


willingly afford him space in our columns. 


Terms for advertising in the Nonconformist. 
For 7 lines... .5s. Od. For 10 lines....6s. Od. 
For every additional line........ 4d. 
*,* Advertisements from the country must be accom- 


anied by a post-office order, or reference for payment 
n London. 
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LONDON: WEDNESDAY, MARCH 19, 1845. 


SUMMARY. 


What weather ! Old Winter—grim as the grave 
—seizes young Spring by the waist and turns her 
into an icicle. at a fund of conversation has 
the.last week afforded to that mysterious person- 
age who goes under the name of the “ oldest inhabi- 
tant!” How he must have rubbed up his memory, 
and to how little = to find a parallel to the 
present middle of March ! A thermometer ranging 
at six—a north-east wind bleak enough to turn the 
current of one’s blood to ice, and to transform men 
into crystallised mummies—bursting water pipes 
—deep wells frozen—snow storms enough to bury 
the whole country—these are meteorological freaks 
which every one is not privileged to witness, and 
will serve as landmarks of memory as long as the 
existing generation lasts. Happily, there are 
some signs of “ breaking up and going away;” and 
assuredly, to make acquaintance once again with 
the now almost forgotten idea of genial warmth, 
will be pleasant were it only for its novelty. 


And now for parliament, which has worked on, 
in its own fashion, spite of the intensity of north- 
east winds and bitter frosts. On Tuesday se’nnight 
there was some severe skirmishing anent New 
Zealand. Mr Soames having moved for the pro- 
duction of some papers touching the government 
of that colony, opened the way for Mr Charles 
Buller to fire a few grape shot at the colonial office 
in general, and at Captain Fitzroy, the governor 
of N ew Zealand, in particular. Ministers were 
very angry at being charged with gross deception, 
but, angry as they were, their defence was feeble. 
The whole affair must be looked upon but as the 
firing of advanced guards, previously to a general 
engagement. Lord Stanley is anxious to defend 
himself before Easter, and so, in as far as regards 
the charges aimed at him, a debate is probably 
going on at the present moment, the result of 
which will be stated in our postscript. The govern- 


ment sustained another onset on the same evening. 
Mr Sharman Crawford pleaded the cause of the 
inhabitants of Rochdale v. the commissioners of 
the New Poor Law. His elaborate speech was 
supported by Mr Ferrand, and was evaded rather 
than replied to by Sir James Graham, who, taking 
advantage of the fact that the matter is now 
wa ey decision before a court of law, declined 


urther discussion, and settled the affair in the 
lobby. His majority of course brought him off 
triumphant; for it is much easier for a strong 
government to obtain a good division list than to 
put forth arguments capable of hearing minute 
examination. 


On Wednesday the Income Tax bill passed its 
third reading—not without several attempts to ap- 
end to it some reasonable modifications. Mr 
onal tried to exempt salaries paid by profes- 
sional men and tradesmen to members of their 
families for assisting them in their business, and 
also sums paid for life insurance, from the operation 
of this odious tax. Need we say that he tried in 
vain? Mr Wakley proposed that landlords, who 
had wholly lost, or could not recover, rent from 
their tenants, should be relieved from payment on 
such amounts. Mr Wakley had no chance, and 
therefore withdrew. Sir R. Inglis next came for- 
ward, and moved that incomes under £500 should 
only pay upon the difference of the amount over 
£150. His avowed object was to relieve a large 
number of ill-paid clergymen—an object with which 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer deeply sympa- 
thised, but which he could not consent to promote 
at the risk of his darling scheme of taxation. So 
the motion was negatived ; and Sir R. Peel, basing 
his judgment upon materials known only to him- 
self, having asserted that the tax was paid with 
cheerfulness by all classes, the bill was passed. 


On Thursday, Mr Cobden submitted his motion 
for a committee on agricultural distress, in a 
—_ which, for the information it contained, for 
the sound views which it developed, for the appo- 
site mode in which they were set forth, and for the 
genial spirit which pervaded and enlightened 
them, must be regarded as the most felicitous of 


his parliamentary efforts, and the most likely to 
tell upon the country. It was just that kind of 
speech which one would not have expected from a 


with agriculture, and to agriculture it was confined. 
It will serve to enlighten not a few who have 

ractically attended to the pursuits of husbandry 
we early life to old age. Mr Cobden was ably 
supported by Lord Howick—a man of larger 
views than the school in which he was bred— 
a rising statesman, who bids fair, at some future 
day, to be entrusted with the helm of state, 
and to forget—we must be pardoned the fear 
which grows out of painful experience—when 
he is clothed with power, the generous truths 
which he advocated in earlier days. But, no! we 
will retract the suspicion, and trust on. We re- 
member his father as retaining in place the princi- 
ples which he had ever professed in opposition. 
We remember, too, that Lord Howick has sacri- 
ficed office to consistency. May he hold on his 
way increasingly truthful to the end! Mr Cobden’s 
motion was opposed by Mr Sidney Herbert, for 
reasons which were well characterised as stereo- 
typed and official. Mr Bright was pungent and 
rather ‘personal; Mr Villiers playful, but plain- 
spoken. The only speech on the caulcultaned olde, 
which contained a semblance of argument, was 
that of Mr Stafford O’Brien, and, unfortunately for 
his party, his arguments told more in favour of the 
member for Stockport’s motion, than against it. 
The division cut short the discussion without a 
speech from Sir R. Peel, and terminated the whole 
affair. 

The subject, however, of agricultural distress 
was brought forward in another shape on Monday 
evening, when Mr Miles claimed for the cultivators 
of the soil some share in the benefits of mitigated 
taxation. This also was opposed by ministers. 
The debate was not peculiarly remarkable, save for 
another of Mr D’Israeli’s caustic effusions. He 
most happily, described the difference between 
courtship and connubiality, and amused the House 
by picturing the treatment which the agricultural 
interest experienced at the hands of Sir R. Peel, 
both when being wooed, and after being won; 
concluding by declaring, that a conservative 
government was organised hypocrisy. Sir R. 
Peel reviewed the whole of his own recent eco- 
nomical career, declared himself an enemy to pro- 
tection, but equally averse to its sudden and ab- 
rupt abolition. His speech, placed side by side 
with that of Mr Cobden on Thursday night, will 
surely wake up the farmers from their dream, if 
anything can. 

To return to Friday, which we overleaped for 
the sake of continuity, the Sugar Duties bill un- 
derwent some further discussion. Mr Hawes 
urged some concession, in the shape of drawback, 
for parties having sugar still in bond. This the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer and the Vice-Presi- 
dent of the Board of Trade stoutly opposed, as un- 
reasonable and impracticable. It was pressed, 
however, by Mr F. Baring and Mr Labouchere, 
when, to the surprise of all parties, and, not least, 
of the right honourable baronet’s own colleagues, 
Sir R. Peel got up, and professedly in deference 
to the general feeling of the House, granted the 
indulgence which his friends had previously denied. 
There was some talk of the resignation of these 
two gentlemen; but prudence, we believe, has 
overcome pride. 


The Lords have been sitting at ease. Lord 
Brougham has introduced a bill for abolishing the 
payment of fees upon taking up the freedom of 
the city of London—a subject to which we have 
briefly referred elsewhere ; ee Campbell another 
for doing away with deodands, to the wordiness of 
which the Earl of Ellenborough having objected, 
the noble pair fell to most undignified railing, 
until the heat grew too high to admit of further 
utterance. ,The other business has been merely 
routine. 

Matters out of doors may be summed up in few 
words. There are some symptoms of awakening 
in the public mind to the dangerous and backward 
policy involved in the increased grant to Maynooth 
college. The wretched man who stood aa 
with the cold-blooded murder at Salt hill has been 


convicted, and was sentenced to be executed on 


Friday week. The same fate will be awarded on 
Easter Monday to Tapping, the perpetrator of 
the Bethnal Green murder. When will our legis- 
lature learn the impolicy, to say nothing worse, of 
desecrating, by public executions, the sanctity of 
human life? What scenes are more calculated to 
harden the heart, to brutalise the feelings, and to 
throw down the natural barriers of moral restraint ? 
It is too plain that the terror they inspire does 
little to prevent the commission of deadly deeds ; 
and recent experience would go to prove that 
when executions have been most frequent murders 
have been most common. 


THE INCREASED GRANT TO MAYNOOTH. 


THE hum of agitation is beginning to be heard 
in the political world. The proposal of govern- 
ment to add upwards of threefold to the customary 
annual grant to Maynooth college, as the period 


draws nigh for agen. Fe upon the statute book in 
the shape of law, awakens all that is religious in 


'protestantism to a sense of danger. If we have 
Manchester manufacturer. It professed to deal | 


not misinterpreted the first premonitory signs of 
public feeling, there will be a storm ere long— 
such an one as may well make an unprincipled 
ministry and a servile’ legislature wonder and 
tremble. The little cloud, not bigger than a man’s 
hand, as yet but barely visible upon the horizon, 
will, in all likelihood, overspread the firmament 
with unexampled rapidity—for the atmosphere ig 
surcharged with the elementary materials of which 
moral hurricanes are made up. There are certain 
angles at which the upper current of legislative 
policy can never, in this country, cross the lower 
one of public conviction, without producing violent 
commotions — and the establishment of popery, 
however cautiously attempted, is one of them. Ac- 
cordingly, in all quarters, alarmed and indignant 
feeling begins to condense into organised opposi- 
tion. The Free church of Scotland has taken the 
lead. The evangelical episcopalians of Ireland, 
and high political protestants, are also bestirrin 
themselves. The Rev. Hugh M‘Neil, of Liverpool, 
has snatched up his trumpet for a blast, and sum- 
mons his brethren to the contest—and, last of all, 
the dissenters are just beginning to open their eyes 
and to inquire, with some curiosity, “ What’s the 
matter ?” | 

There are several grounds upon which enlight- 
ened patriotism, consistent dissent, and true re- 
ligion should protest, in no half-hearted and 
equivocal terms, against this infamous project of 
the government. The thing to be done, the time 
of doing it, the motive which prompts the deed, 
the germs of future policy which lie hidden in it, 
call aloud for determined resistance. Far be from 
us the wish to stir up theological animosities, or 
to embitter the feuds which already divide one 
class of religionists from another—but there are 
bound up with this question some considerations 
which, however they may, at first glance, seem to 
root themselves in the thin and arid soil of sec- 
tarianism, do, in reality, draw their sap from those 
deeper sympathies which have respect to man, as 
man—considerations which concern for the pro- 
gressive elevation of our common humanity forbids 
us to suppress. 

We lay claim, for ourselves, to some liberality of 
feeling towards those who differ from us on mat- 
ters of spiritual faith. We have uniformly advo- 
cated, with a sincerity and earnestness equal in 
intensity, at least, to that displayed by latitudina- 
rian politicians, the extension of the rights of 
citizenship to all classes without respect to the 
articles of their creed. But we cannot, nor would 
we, conceal from ourselves the fact, that there are 
in the papal system principles, both of doctrine and 
of discipline, which make war upon the essential 
dignity of human nature, and which doom man, 
even in his noblest capacity, to a foul degradation, 
and a most ignominious bondage. The liberal- 
ism which can coolly consent to clothe with new 
rtd a system thus directly subversive of the 

ighest prerogative of human intellect and con- 
science, we confess ourselves to want. We do not 
understand it—we regard it as a smirking and 
heartless traitor to the cause of liberty, both eivil 
and religious—and here, once again, upon the 


threshold of an agitation involving larger prin- 


ciples, and looking onward to greater results, than 
most others of the present day, we set our heel 
upon it with all the scorn we conceive to be due 
to the secret ally of ignorance, oppression, and ec- 
clesiastical despotism. 

Look, then, at what it is which the ministers of 
the crown propose to make imperative upon us. 
The nation is to be bound over “ act of parlia- 
ment to pay—twe, as constituent parts of the na- 
tion, are to pay—the necessary expenses incurred in 
the education of the Roman catholic priesthood of 
Ireland. What is that? To discipline a class of 
men in the practice of sophistry, to sharpen their 
intellectual acumen, to store up in their minds the 
information, to make them familiar with the pro- 
cess of argument, requisite for a successful attempt 
to take and to keep from millions of their fellows 
the key of knowledge. We, forsooth, are called 
upon to equip them for a warfare against the in- 
dependence of the human mind—to mount them that 
they may override the rights of private judgment 
—to lift them into a position whence they may in- 
tercept from men’s souls the light which streams 
from heaven—to put into their quiver the poisoned 
shafts with which they may pierce and lay pros- 
trate in the dust all intellectual manhood—to se 
them in exalting themselves into self-constitute 
mediators between man and God, and by their 
arrogant and impious pretensions to clip the wings 
of inquiry, to arrest the sky-ward movements of 
intelligence, to shut up conscience in the dark 
prison-house of their infallible dogmas, and, by 
superstitious usages, to tame immortal mind into 
that abject servility which resigns every divinely 
given right into the sole custody of crafty priests. 
What patriot, what philanthropist, can acquiesce 
in being used as a tool to further this nefarious 
design? Where is the man, having a heart in 
sympathy with human amelioration and progress, 
that will not do his best to defeat and to disperse 


' result ? 
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the press-gang who aim to coerce him into so dis- 
ceful and tyrannous a service? We would fain 
hope there are millions who will sternly refuse, at 
the mere bidding of distressed politicians, to march 
forth under national colours against the most 
sacred and invaluable rights of human kind. 

Observe, moreover, the time at which this pro- 
position courts our assent. Is not the spirit of 
papacy evidently gathering itself up to wrestle 
another throw with mental freedom? Is it not 
nourishing its yet remaining strength, extending 
the outposts of its influence, weaving its wiles into 
the policy of European cabinets, creeping into 
power in France, starting up with new determina- 
tion in Switzerland, regaining its possessions in 
Spain, arraying its numerous forces in America, 
blasting protestant missions in Polynesia, and dis- 
playing activity, energy, forethought, and more than 
mortal sagacity, all the world over? Is it not craftily, 
and under other names, insinuating its worst and 
most characteristic principles into the very heart of 
our universities, and swaying to its homage a large 
proportion of our established we And is it 
nee at this critical moment of danger to human 

iberty, just as the star Wormwood is rising again 
above the horizon, that a supple politician, at his 
wit’s end, and renouncing, with as much ease as he 
would lay aside his cloak, principles for which he 
has contended for thirty years past, shall win us 
over to join him in giving a further impulse to a 
cause which we detest, and which we know to have 
been evermore identified with intellectual and 
moral darkness, slavery, and death ? Let our unani- 
mous, impassioned, and resolute “ No!” startle the 
bustling and intermeddling trifler into the convic- 
tion that, however he may, in his own small soul, 
jest with principles as playthings, there are men in 
this country, not a few, who regard them with re- 
verential attachment, and will defend them from 
the impudent affront which smattering statesman- 
ship designs to put upon them. 

And surely none oh look beneath the surface 
of passing events can fail to detect the motives 
which have prompted this proposal. Ireland 
swells with discontent, as well she may, under a 
system of misgovernment which has been pro- 
tracted for centuries. There is a protestant estab- 
lishment in the sister isle, which has been the pro- 
lific parent of political injustice. That establish- 
ment, however, has happily knotted the whip for 
its own back. Protestant ascendancy, which means 
national funds and civil power in the hands of 
protestants exclusively, naturally galled the Roman 
catholic priesthood, threw them upon the volun- 
tary support of their flocks, converted them into the 
preachers of liberal principles, and active leaders 
of a formidable agitation. The episcopal church 
shook to its foundation beneath the strokes of the 
combined array of priests and people. The moment 
of its fall appeared to be not far distant. It was 
too rich a patrimony for aristocracy to abandon. 
But how shall it be preserved? Not by force, for 
the assault directed against it is entirely moral in 
its character. No! but by corruption as shame- 
less as any of modern days. Bribe the rival priest- 
hood to silence and conservatism. “Go to, Iago; 
put money in thy purse, Iago!” Ay! this is the 
object for which Ireland is to be handed over to 
spiritual tyranny which ourselves have armed, and 
ecclesiastical guile which we have nurtured—that 
the suffering poor may lose their champions, and 
that their + va oppressors may keep their spoil. 

Lastly, it behoves us, as reflecting men, to in- 
spect the entrails of this projected measure, and to 
take an augury of the future policy of government. 
The grant to Maynooth, when originally proposed, 
was evidently intended to be an isolated act of 
sheer bribery, and has been maintained ever since, 
on the pretence that a compact is binding, and, 
heartily as we may repudiate the principle it in- 
volves, ought to be honourably carried into effect. 
But the increase of that grant, just at the present 
moment, when the political condition of Ireland 
exhibits a problem which no aristocratic statesman 
can solve, is evidently but a timid step towards the 
establishment of the Roman cathohe church—a 
stroke of policy which tories, whigs, and radicals 
unite in applauding. It is clear that government 
cannot long stop at the present point of conces- 
sion. It may be fairly inferred that they do not 
intend to do so. Are we, then, prepared for the 
Can we stand by and witness with indif- 
ference the extension of that principle, which, by 
linking civil magistracy with religion, strengthens 
the tyranny of the former, and insures the corrup- 
tion of the latter? Must we, with our eyes Mn 
open to the innumerable evils of state-priest- 
craft, lend our aid in putting back the destinies of 
our country, and in stifling the vitality of mind 
under the oppressive and senseless rule of haughty 
ecclesiastics. Already, both in Great Britain and 
Ireland, aye, and in Scotland too, the operation of 
established churches has been felt in twisting in- 
telligence into all manner of uncouth forms—in 
distorting morality—in misrepresenting religion. 
Even here, human intellect runs in deep ruts u 
to the very nave; and such tardy progress as it 
makes in the field of political and religious inquiry, 
ig made at the expense of vetoes, aren Are 


we now to overload it with the superstitions and: 


the mummery of bygoné ages? Does it become 
us, at this period of our history, to be paying 
largely for what we know to be a pernicious dose, 
that we may administer to the cravings of clerical 
arrogance on the one hand, and to the ignorance 
of deluded multitudes on the other ? 

The genius of light and liberty, roused by the 
contumely offered to it by the statesmen of the 
day, utters its deep-toned voice of warning to all 
who interest themselves in the progress of man- 
hood, and bids them come forward and roll back 
the reproach which a few legislative idlers would 
inflict upon the age. We trust this solemn ad- 
monition will tell upon all classes. Now, whilst 
yet there is time, let indignant remonstrance, based 
upon large, generous, and catholic principles, be 
thrust from every corner of the kingdom into the 
unwilling ear of the senate. A little while, and 
it will be too late. A little while, and the legisla- 
ture, unless prevented by a timely demonstration 
of indignant resistance, will have entered upon a 
retrogressive course of public policy, which can 
terminate nowhere but in the re-subjection of the 
British mind to the most debasing of all tyrannies 
—the tyranny of priests. - 


WHAT AILS YOU P—WHAT’S THAT TO 
YOU? 
‘For oh! where ignorance is bliss, 
’Tis folly to be wise.”’ 

THE landed interest must surely be in a poor 
way. ‘The leading members of it, the “ farmer's 
friends,” have done little else, since the last harvest, 
thangroan. They can but ill conceal their inward 
anguish even in the presence of the Premier, whom, 
whilst they hate, they also fear. But in their 
rural gatherings, when surrounded by their 
tenantry, they give unrestricted vent to their in- 
dignant fw i cee their fate as the hardest and 
most undeserved that ever mortal men were 
doomed to suffer—cry out most lustily against that 
nasty tariff, as the cause of their calamity—and 
mutter, with clenched hands and rigid muscles, 
that another step in the direction of free trade 
shall cost a certain minister his office. In town, 
they are as tame as pet Sey 5 the provinces, 
they are as pot-valiant as our friend Pistol. Here, 
they walk about demurely, their tails between their 
legs, casting furtive glances at the treasury bench, 
evidently fearful of some new missile being hurled 
against them. ‘There, they are full of bow-wow— 
and tail, ears, hair, tongue, all combine to bid 
defiance to any who presume to meddle with their 
interests. Sir Robert Peel knows how to manage 
them. His whip and his whistle invariably bring 
them to. Here and there, one more spirited than 
the rest will venture upon a snarl, and threaten the 
Premier with being eaten up alive by his ‘own 
pack ; but a glance of his eye instantly restores 
order, and they follow him into the lobby with 
most exemplary servility. Worthy descendants of 

‘The fine old English gentleman, 
All of the olden time !” 

But we are getting away from our subject. The 
landed interest, as we have said, have betaken 
themselves of late to vehement groaning. For- 
merly, when the pangs of affliction were upon them, 
these gentlemen were sure to resort to parliamentary 
inquiry, with a view to probe the hidden cause of 
agricultural distress—and, having obtained a com- 
mittee of course, they set about their investigation 
with much the same air of innocent ignorance, as 
a man does for a lost halfpenny which but a few 
minutes before he has himself concealed. Being 
for the most part dealers, directly or indirectly, in 
corn, it is not to be wondered at that they uniforml 
come to the conclusion, that the nation was vate 
interested in raising the price of bread to a much 
higher scale than that at which Providence had 
fixed it—and the result of their inquiries being in 
such friendly keeping with their own interests, 
they are hardly to be blamed for recommending 
increased protection. However, it has so happened, 
that times have never, in relation to them, run on 
with even smoothness. Protection was the father 
of extravagance, indolence, and obstinate folly— 
and these, its natural offspring, soon brought their 
parent again into straits. And now a bountiful 

arvest has beggared the agriculturists, and they 
who used to go about cock-a-whoop are ever 
dogging the heels of politicians in office, cheering, 
voting, swallowing, anything, if only they may 
gain an approving smile. 

Well! a Manchester manufacturer, observing 
their altered trim, and moved with compassion at 
their self-inflicted degradation, ventures to tell 
them he knows something of their malady, and to 
suggest to them further and more searching in- 
quiry. Farming, he says, cannot prosper without 
capital—capital shrinks from insecurity as men do 
from the plague—insecurity follows protection as 
shade follows substance. “ You are in distress ; 
come, now, let us trace it up to its cause, and 
thereupon apply the remedy. We will together 
ec information from your own class. Never 
ear the minister! Heed not his winks, for he is 
only making game of you! Join with me, and we 
will compel him to grant what he would fain with- 
hold.” How was such advice received? Much in 


the same ee as that of a kind friend who gravely 
addresses a bon vivant invalid with, “ I know what 
ails you. ‘Too much brandy and water! Stimu- 
lants, especially of the alcoholic kind, invariabl 
produce these effects. Look at that cntenier 
nose, and those trembling hands. I will show 
you, if you will but retire with me for a moment, 
that brandy and water will account for all; and 
will pledge my credit that, if you will but renounce 
such potations, you will, after the first shock, 
speedi y improve.” Sheridan, upon being told by 
his medical man that if he persevered in his drink- 
ing habits he would destroy the coat of his atomach, 
replied, ‘‘ Well, then, I must digest in my waistcoat.” 
The landlords are in the same mood. They know 
well enough that protection is “ the bane of agri- 
culture”—but what then? Their incumbrances 
demand present exorbitant rents. These the 
must have—will have—and as to the rest, why, 
let them look to it who may happen to succeed 
them. 7 

Seriously, however, Mr Cobden is doing good 
service by exposing the delusions which the land- 
lords practise upon their too confiding tenantry, and 
oY turning their hollow pretensions inside out. 

is speech on Wednesday evening, when he moved 
for a committee on agricultural distress, was able, 
and to the point—happy in its tone—pregnant 
with common-sense—and that it was unanswer- 
able, let the fact of its having remained unanswered 
testify. ‘The member for Stockport has the knack 
of putting his opponents in the wrong, and showing 
them to be hypocrites without ng them so. 
He does not so much strip them of their assump- 
tions, as make them strip themselves. With more 
good humour than most men when earnestly in- 
tent upon unveiling falsehood, he drives her into 
a corner and compels her to drop her disguise in 
order to save herself. If he does not shame her, 
which cannot be hoped for, he will open the eyes 
of some of her unfortunate victims. And when, 
as we anticipate, it is found that n> exposure can 
abash the selfishness of the aristocracy, and that 
no means within present reach can force them to 
forego their impudent monopoly, the country will 
be prepared, we hope, to wrest their political 
ascendancy from their hands, and impartially to 
distribute amongst the people that power which, 
whenever limited to a class, has been fearfully 
abused. 


CITY OF LONDON. 


Lorp BrovGcHAM has brought in a bill to 
enable all persons to carry on trade in the City 
without taking up their freedom. 

The fine and fees for admission to the freedom 
by redemption are now reduced to the sum of 
£8 4s. 4d., on which government have imposed a 
stamp duty of £3. is £11 4s. 4d. is made up 
of the following items :— 


£. s. d. 

Ancient fine payable to the Corporation . 26 8 
Reduced fine (in lieu of £25 before paid), b 
order of Common Council of 17th and 19t 

March, 1835 . , ; ; ‘ : ; ee @ 

Stamp on admission byredemption, 65Geo. III. 3 0 0 

Duty, formerly Orphans’ duty, 10Geo. IV. . 0 6 0 


Fees now paid to various officers 

A strong party in the Corporation were anxious 
to reduce the fees for admission to the freedom to 
£2 6s. 8d., an ancient fee; but in this they proved 
to be in a minority, and several who supported it 
lost their return at the next election (1843) ; and, 
amongst others, the mover, Mr Ashurst, was within 
a few votes of being ousted with the rest. The fee 
paid by persons on taking up their freedom ex- 
empts them from any tax in the nature of a county 
rate; and that rate, when laid, will of course 
amount to quintuple the small sum paid to the 
City, considering that the payment of that sum 
frees the whole of the residents from that rate for 
life. In consequence of this, the minority deter- 
mined, either that the burden, light as it is, should: 
be borne equally by all, or not borne by any; 
and they succeeded in carrying a committee, and 
inducing the Corporation to let the question, 
whether wholesale traders were not equally liable 
with retailers to take up their freedom, be tried ; 
and in order to save expense, it was arranged with 
a number of wholesale traders that they would 
unite in defending one action, and the Corpora- 
tion agreed with them not to proceed with more 
than one until that one action ag we Pendin 
this suit, Lord Brougham has sud 
a bill to abolish the payment 
ting an end both to fine and/ 
clause to compensate the “fficers. The result of 
his bill, if it be carried,will be, that a heavy rate, 
in the nature of a county rate, will be cast upon 
the citizens, as commitments for trial to Newgate 
are made from a radius of twelve miles round 
London. ‘ 

The result of Lord Brougham’s movement in all 
probability will be, to strengthen the minority, 
and enable them to introduce a bill placing the 
Corporation in closer connexion with the main 
body of the citizens, and removing many anomalies 
which the length of time and altered circumstances 
render it desirable should be changed. We have 
heard, that some of the proposed changes are to 
assimilate the constituency to that under the Re 
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form bill—to render the aldermen liable to re- 
election—to abridge the lengths of the periods 
now allowed for polling—to give to all house- 
keepers, paying scot and bearing lot, the suffrage, 
whether freemen or not—in addition to reducin 

the fine to a trifling sum, by which last the resi- 


dents will be protected from a heavy rate, in the 
nature of a county rate. 


SELECTIONS FROM THE PRESS. 


DUPLICITY OF THE PREMIER. 


From the Examiner.) 

Sir Robert Peel says that at present he will not enter 
into the merits of direct taxation. It is quite unneces- 
ras for him to do it now, because he has already so 
fully explained his views of the question. In 1833 he 
thus Deg cie his opinions of an income tax on record — 

_ “ He thought that the noble lord (Lord Althorp) had 
done well in not ‘proposing an income or a property 
tax. Nothing but a case of extreme necessity could 
justify parliament in subjecting the people of this 
country, in a time of peace, to the inquisitorial process 
which must be resorted to in order to render that impost 
productive ; and to have recourse to such a machinery 
for the purpose of raising two or three per cent., would 
be moet unwise. 

. “ With respect to a tax upon property, as distin- 
guished from a tax upon income, he very much doubted 
whether it would promote the interests of the labouring 
Classes, because it would diminish the funds at present 
appropriated to the encouragement of industry and the 
promotion of labour, and it would ultimately be found 
that the tax did not affect the son who paid it, so 
much as the labourer, by diminishing his means of em- 


‘‘The application of the tax to Ireland would be at- 


tended with extreme difficulty. He really believed that. 


this circumstance formed the main obstacle to the esta- 
blishment of the tax. Jt hardly could be contended that, 
tifa property tax was established, Ireland should be ex- 
empted from its operation. /He wished to see Ireland as 
much favoured as possible consistently with justice ; but 
to impose a property tat upon England and Scotland, 
and to exempt Ireland, from tts operation, would, in his 
opinion, however unpopular that opinion might be, be ez- 
ceading’y unjust,”’ , 
+ * * * 

It will be remembered that when Sir Robert Peel pro- 
posed the income tax in 42, he actually claimed the gra- 
titude of the poor for having spared them, and laid the 
burden on the upper classes ; and this he said, knowing 
full well, as he had stated in the speech above quoted, 
that ‘the tax did not affect the person who paid it so 
much as the labourer, by diminishing the means of em- 


Yi? been al 

‘ But the Premier did not scruple to swindle the poor of 
their _egeecaen by false pretences. Whilst he was con- 
sciously adopting a measure taking away their bread, 
he, with a detestable and most treacherous hypocrisy, 
claimed their thanks for considerately and tenderly 
sparing them. How the Tartuffe is surpassed! Moliére 
knew not the depths to which the character could grovel 
—he had conceived al] the smoothness of the deceit, but 
pot bait the mean, heartless treachery of which it is ca- 

able. 

. The whole course of Sir Robert Peel’s administration 
is, however, but a series of state sharping. The word 
may be a coarse one, but it is the only one which accu- 
rately represents the conduct. It isa tissue of deceits 
and false pretences for compassing objects, sometimes 
exercised at the cost of one class, sometimes of another. 
Not a move can the Premier make without deserting and 
sacrificing some dupes. No matter what direction he 
takes, whether right or wrong, there must be a betrayal 
of some who have confided in him. There is always the 
same modus operandi ; when he wants to recommend a 


measure, he says something false about it, promises 


what can never be fulfilled, the F samp the figment the 
better. In ’4]1 the pitiful tariff amendments were to 


‘compensate the income tax. Now the repeal of the 


lass, cotton, and auction, and reduction of the sugar 
uties are to work the same miracle. 


Imperial Barliament. 


‘ 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


oe ae os _—— 


PETITIONS FOR THE WEEK. 

Agricultura] Interest, to relieve from taxation, 112. 
Banking, Scotland, against any change, 4. 
Blasphemy, for repeal of laws on, 2. 

Corn Laws, for repeal of, 1. 

County Courts, for establishment of, 11. 
“Education (Ireland), for removing restrictions on, 21. 
Game Laws, for repeal of, 3. 

Mill Coolies, against pagertaten of, 2. 

‘Insolvent Debtors Act, for repeal of, 5. 

Malt Tax, for repeal of, 1. 

Maynooth College, against grant to, 6. 

‘Naval force, against increase of, 3. 

ee Ss for repeal of, 2. 

‘Public Houses, for restricting the numbers of, 193. 

St Asaph and Bangor Dioceses, for repeal of union of, 7. 
Window Tax, for repeal of, 7. 


—— 


| BILLS READ A FIRST TIME. 
Sugar Duties bill. 
Customs (Export Duties) bill. 

Jewish Disabilities Removal bill. 


BILLS READ A SECOND TIME. 
Sugar Duties bill. ;' 
Customs (Export Duties) bill. 


CONBIDERED IN COMMITTEE. 


Lands Clauses Consolidation bill. 


Railway Clauses Consolidation bill. 


Bastardy bill. 


rty Tax bill. 

Customs (Export Duties) bill. 

Sugar Duties bill. 

Lands Clauses Consolidation (Scotland) bill. 

Railway Clauses Consolidation (Scouand) bill. 

Supply. — £600,000, half-pay to officers of the navy; £400,000, 
m ifta nsions, navy; £100,000, civil pensions, navy; 
£800,000, tand forces ; £100,000, hal “pay and military allow- 


ances; £300,000, Chelsea and Kilwainham hospitais—all on 
account, 


— or 


BILL READ A THIRD TIME, 
Consolidated Fund (£8,000,000) bill. 
‘ Bastardy bill. 


. Property Tax bill. 
_ Customs (Export Duties) bill, 


DEBATES. 
Wednesday, March 12th, | 
THE INCOME TAX. sh 

On the motion for the third reading of the bill, 

Mr Wax ey stated the case of Mr John Fielden, 
the member for Oldham. Messrs Fielden had been 
assessed at £12,000 profit on the average of three 
years ending in 1843: Messrs Fielden appealed to 
the commissioners at Somerset house, putting in a 
statement which showed, on the average of those 
three years, a loss of £24,000: the commissioners 
wished the case to stand till after Easter; but, in the 
mean time, Messrs Fielden were again assessed, now 
at £24,000 profit, and payment was demanded. Mr 
GOULBURN promised to inquire into the case; and 
Sir Rospert Pee. trusted that the Treasury would 
be able to afford redress. 

Mr Spooner proposed an amendment —a_ re- 
solution to enable persons carrying on small 
businesses to make deductions from their profits 
for maintaining members of their own family 
actually employed by them as work people. 
Mr Gov.zsurn believed that, upon the whole, 
the law as it stood would not press heavily upon 
the class of persons in question ; and deduction 
is allowed for bond fide payment of wages; but de- 
ductions for maintenance could not be allowed with- 
out a much more inquisitorial power than.that which 
is already objected to. On a division, the clause 
was negatived, by 151 to 39. 

Mr Spooner then moved another amendment, per- 
mitting persons under schedules D and E to make 
deductions from their profits on account of premiums 

aid for insurances on their lives: contending that 
it is proper to encourage forecast. Mr GovuLBuRN 
objected, that if the exemption were allowed, it 
must in justice be extended tootherclasses. Some- 
times insurance is made in mere extravagance, as a 
collateral security to obtain loans of money. ‘The 
amendment was negatived, by 87 to 26. 

Mr WAKLEY proposed a clause exempting land- 
lords from the payment of the tax in respect of rent 
which they have not received and are not likely to 
receive. r GovLBuRN said, that the deductions 
would open the door to a great deal of fraud; and 
the motion was withdrawn. 

Sir Rosert Ineiis moved a proviso, *‘ that the 
said rates and duties shall not be assessed or taken 
upon any income whatever under the amount of 
£500, except in respect to the sum by which such 
income shall exceed the sum of £150.’ The amend- 
ment, said Mr Govu.nurn, would give innumerable 
opportunities for fraud; and it was negatived, by 
59 to 25. 

The amendments disposed of, members indulged 
in some parting remarks on the bill. Sir Wiiiiam 
Cuiay declared that the income tax was too high a 
price to pay for Sir Robert Peel’s other measures. 

Sir Ropert Peet admitted Sir W. Clay’s right to 
put on record his parting malediction. He made some 
very general observations on the necessity of know- 
ing the peculiar circumstances of a country before 
you can say whether direct or indirect taxation 
ought to predominate. He praised the willingness 
which the affluent classes had shown to subject 
themselves to the tax in order to improve the condi- 
tion of the working classes. The reason why the 
tax was acquiesced in, was not from satisfaction with 
itself, but from a desire to encourage the commuta- 
tion of taxation in favour of those who most needed 
it. As to the continuance of the impost for a longer 
period than three years, the question was one of 
which he need not anticipate the discussion [laugh- 
ter]. Nothing could be more unnecessary than to 
go into such a discussion now.; and therefore he 
would not say anything on the subject of its further 
continuance after the period of three years. 

Mr Warp warmly vindicated the tax, and the 
policy of the Premier :-—— 

Where were the free trade party to look for support in 
carrying out their views? Was it to the whig party 
{ministerial cheers]? It was only a question of degree 
between the Chancellor of the Exchequer and the would- 
be chancellor of the exchequer. He saw no desire in 
the whig party to throw themselves into the ranks of his 
party; but if they showed that, he should be ready to 
fight a long up-hill fight with them, There was this 
difference between the right honourable gentleman »p- 
posite and those at his own side of the House—that 
what the right honourable baronet said he did, but at his 
side of the House they only talked. 

Mr Currtets explained why he did not again divide 
the House against the bill : he wished it to go forth 
to the country that Lord John Russell had to a cer- 
tain extent sustained the character that was ex- 
pected of him, and that the people, by jumbling up 
the one vote which the noble lord had given against 
the tax, with those which he had given of a different 
character, might draw a favourable conclusion 
from it. 

Eventually, the bill was read a third time, and 
passed. 

Thursday, March 13th. 
- AGRICULTURAL DISTRESS. 

Mr ConpEN moved ‘that a select committee be 
appointed to inquire into the causes and extent of 
the alleged existing agricultural distress, and into 
the effects of legislative protection upon the interests 
of landowners, tenant farmers, and farm labourers.”’ 
The distress among farmers is asserted by the highest 
authority, ‘the farmer's friends.” Mr Hudson 
bese that the farmers in Norfolk are paying their 

rents out of capital; Mr Turner, that in Devonshire 
they are all insolvent; and, in short, throughout the 
south of England they are embarrassed. The dis- 
tress being adniitted, what is the cause? This is all 
confusion, Sir Robert Peel says that it is local and 
not legislative; Mr Bankes, that it is legislative and 
eneral; Mr Gladstone boasted, nine months 


ago, 
| that the new corn law worked well, because the 


rice of corn was 56s. 8d. ; ngw the price is 45s., and 

ir Robert Peel says that his legislation has nothing 
to do with it. Mr Conpen had heard from the high- 
est authority on such a subject, that, with another 
good harvest, wheat would probably be as low as 
35s. ; what then does legislation mean, if prices are 
to fluctuate from 56s. to 35s.? The farmers labour 
under great evils, want of capital being the first : the 
capital bestowed on arable land ought to be £10 an 
acre; in all the country south of the Trent the ave- 
rage is not £5. What isthe cause of that deficiency, 
when such is the plethora of capital in every other 
business, that it overflows to France, Pennsylvania, 
or Mexico? The cause is, the want of secure tenure 
for land ; for capital shrinks from insecurity. Perhaps, 
also, the “ protection’. system helps it: landlords 
will keep up the corn laws; to do that, they must 
have voters—they make dependent tenants—thus 
they do not obtain skilful intelligent farmers; the 
labourers are unemployed, and hence heavy poor 
rates, county rates, and such burdens, to complete 
the vicious circle. Mr Philip Pusey testifies to the 
grievous want of improvements and skill; Mr Fisher 
Hobbs and Lord Stanley demand improvements and 
leases. Mr Conpen read part of an antiquated lease 
still used in Cheshire (such as he read last year), in 
which the tenant is fined £20 for every acre of pas- 
ture ground converted to tillage, £20 for every ser- 


vant so employed as to gain a settlement, obliged to © 


provide a cock and a hen for the landlord, with 
many other such antediluvian provisions. Why not 
let the tenant have a farm as a factory is let toa 
tenant, simply with a schedule of its walls and ma- 
chinery, requiring him to give it up in the same 
state as he finds it in? He announced what the 
League would probably do if the present inquiry 
were refused :— 

He was rather disposed to think that the Anti-corn- 
law League would very likely form a joint-stock associa- 
tion, having none but free traders in that body, to pur- 
chase a joint-stock estate, and have a model farm [hear, 
hear], taking care to have it in one of the rural counties 
[ironical cheering], where they all thought there was the 
greatest need of improvement [hear, hear]—perhaps 
Buckinghamshire ; and there should be established on 
it a model farm, and a model homestead, and model cot- 
tages; and he would tell the noble lord the member for 
Newark, that they would have model gardens without 
any outcry about it; but the great object should be to 
have a model lease. They would have, as a farmer, a 
man of ces ag and aman of capital. He was not 
so unreasonable as to say that they ought to let their 
land to a man without capital, and to one who was not 
intelligent; but let them select such a man, with intelli- 
gence and capital, and they could not give him too wide 
a scope. They (the Anti-corn-law League) would find 
such a man, and let him have a farm, and such a lease 
as his hon. friend took his factory with. He should do 
what he liked with the old pasture; if he could make 
more of it with ploughing it up, he should do so [hear, 
hear]; if he could grow white crops every year, he should 
do so [ironical cheers]. He (Mr Cobden) knew ‘per- 
sons who were doing that in more places than one in 
this country. If he could make any improvement, he 
should make it. They would let him the land with a 
schedule of the state of tillage on the farm, and would 
bind him to leave the land as good as he found it [hear, 
hear]. It should be valued, and if in an inferior state 
when he left it, he should compensate for it; if it were 
in asuperior state, he should be compensated accord- 
ingly by the association. They thought that something 
very difficult; but the association would give him pos- 
session of the farm, with everything on the soil, whether 
wild or tame. They would give him absolute control. 

To prove that free trade would benefit farmers, 
and therefore labourers, Mr Cobden showed that 
each district obtains a partial ‘* protection ’’ at the 
cost of a general burden: the hop-growers of Kent, 
Suffolk, and Surrey, for instance, are ‘ protected ;”’ 
but for that they pay a price enhanced through pro- 
tection for every other kind of produce which they 
consume rather than grow; while the burden of the 
hop-duty falls upon the rest of the country. He 
quoted the testimony of Mr Nathaniel Atherton, of 
ington, and Mr Lattimore, of Wickhampstead— 
farmers of noted capital and ability—that their class 
would prosper more if all grain were freely imported ; 
Mr Atherton basing his calculation on figures. No 
fewer than a hundred intelligent farmers in England 
and Scotland belong to the Anti-corn-law League. 
He believed, indeed, that protection is throwing land 
out of cultivation and people out of employment. 
It is said that the agricultural classes are the great 
consumers of our manufactures: except shoes they 
do not consume clothing and bedding to the value of 
more than 30s. a year per man —or £1,500,000 in all ; 
and statistical returns on the table show that they do 
not contribute to the revenue more than 1ds. apiece, 
or £700,000. ‘To so low a pass has agriculture been 
brought, that there would be nothing to fear in risk- 
ing a change of system. An association has been 
set up to redeem the country by the cultivation of 
flax: corn can hardly be grown at a profit, though 
having a protection of 20s. a quarter; but flax is to 

a ot has a protective duty of one penny the 

undredweight. Mr Cobden undertook to prove 
before the committee, that protection has always 
been a failure, with wheat at 80s., 60s., or now at 
45s. Grant him a fair inquiry, and he would give 
the agriculturists—cven the members of the Central 
Agricultural Protection society—a majority on the 
committee, and yet he would explode the delusion 
of protection so that it should not last two years 
after the issue of the blue book. Mr Cobden con- 
cluded with a solemn warning and appeal to * the 
gentlemen of England :’’— 

The great body of you (said Mr Cobden) came up to 
this House not as politicians, but as friends of the agri- 
cultural interest; and to eh 1 now say, what are you 
going todo? You lately heard the right hon. baronet 
atthe head of the government say that if he could re- 
store protection it would not benefit the agricultural 
interest. Is that your belief? Or are you acting on 


your convictions, or performing your duty in this House, 
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by following the right hon. baronet into the lobby when 
he refuses an inquiry and investigation into the con- 
dition of the very men who send youup here? With 
mere politicians I have no right to hope to succeed ; but 
give me a committee and I will explode the delusion of 
agricultural protection [cheers] ; 1 will produce such a 
mass of evidence, and call authorities so convincing, 
that when the blue-book shall be sent out I am con- 
vinced that protection will not live two years pow ge 
Protection is a very convenient vehicle for politicians ; 
the cry of protection won the last election; and politi- 
cians looked to secure honours, emoluments, places by 
it; but you, the gentry of England, are not sent up for 
such objects. Is, then, that old tattered and torn flag 
to be kept up for the politicians, or will you come for- 
ward and declare that you are ready to inquire into the 
state of the agricultural interests? I cannot think that 
the gentlemen of England can be content to be made 
mere drumheads to be sounded by the prime minister of 
England [cheers]—to be made to emit notes, but to 
have no articulate sounds of their own [cheers]. You, 
gentlemen of England, the high aristocracy of England, 
your forefathers led my forefathers, you may lead us 
again if you choose; but, though you longer than any 
other aristocracy have kept your power, while the battle- 
field and the hunting-field were the tests of manly 
vigour; you have not done as the nobdlesse of France or 
the hidalgos of Madrid; you have been Englishmen, 
not wanting in courage on any call; but this is a new 
age—the age of social advancement, not of feudal 
sports; you belong to a mercantile age; you cannot 
have the advantage of commercial rents and retain your 
feudal privileges too; but if you identify yourselves 
with the spirit of the age you may yet do well; forl 
tell you that the people of this country look to their 
aristocracy with a deep-rooted prejudice—an hereditary 
may call it—in their favour; but your power 

was never got, and you will not keep it, by obstructin 
the spirit of the agein which you live. If you are found 
obstructing that progressive spirit which is calculated to 
knit nations more closely together by commercial inter- 
course; if you give nothing but opposition to schemes 
which almost give life and breath to inanimate nature, 
and which it has been decreed shall go on, then you are 
no longer a national body. 

Mr WopeHovsE rose to move an amendment 
which he had notified; but he was interrupted by 


Mr Sipney Hersert, who wished to state the 
course that government would take. He asserted 
that no satisfactory result had been arrived at from 
the inquiries of former committees on similar sub- 
jects. That of 1833 presented some exception, and 
it had reported in favour of agricultural protection. 
If this committee were granted, he did not suppose 
that agitation would cease, that Covent Garden 
theatre would be restored to the Muses, or that 
those who performed the part of tenant farmers 
would be restored to their more legitimate duties—all 
waiting on an oracular decision. Yet, during all the 
time of the inquiry, they would be leftin alarm and 
uncertainty ; the agriculturists were men of exceed- 
ingly delicate nerves, and very easily alarmed; men 
would not so freely buy and sell land; confidence 
would be shaken, and transactions suspended. He 
deprecated the idea of the iculturists comin 
whining to the House for relief. Parliament ha 
given them an amount of protection, reduced, but 
sufficient to enable them to compete with the 
foreigner ; and with that they ought to remain con- 
tent. If they were in difficulty, they ought to put 
their shoulder to the wheel, and lay out capital in 
really improving their farms. ‘The question at 
issue was one of principle, not of details; it had 
been amply investigated, and was for discussion, not 
in a committee, but in the House; where ministers 
were perfectly willing to discuss it. He advised Mr 
Stafford O’Brien and Mr Wodehouse, who had 
given notice of amendments, not to let Mr Cobden 
take them in, but to join government in meeting the 
motion with a direct negative. 

Lord Howick insisted on the utility of select com- 
mittees; and, in the present case, especially, there 
were many disputed matters of fact, on which a com- 
mittee might advantageously report, to say on which 
side the truth lay. This shrinking from inquiry 
moves that government had no very strong con- 

dence in their own case, and that hes dared not 
trust the vague general assertions which passed in 
that house to the close cross-examination of a com- 
mittee. Mr Herbert endeavoured toshow that there 
had been agricultural improvement: who denied it ? 
not Mr Cobden. But it had been slow; and the ca- 
pital, though increased, is deficient: the tenant 
wants both the security of tenure and the stimulus 
of competition. Lord Howick adverted to the re- 
strictions of the tariff on corn, sugar, coffee, meat, 
timber—on all the necessaries of life ; as parliament 
passes laws with the avowed object of limiting the 
supply, it is not unreasonable to connect the distress 
le and that scarcity of food which the laws 


casion. 


The result (said Lord Howick) has been this: it does 
appear that the distress of the labouring classes is the 
direct consequence of your laws, that you are responsible 
for the mass of suffering which exists, that it is the 
maintenance of restrictions upon the freedom of industry 
which alone accounts for the existing state of things, 
and that, if you refuse to-night an inquiry, and at the 
same time insist upon maintaining those laws, you 
must be content to go forth to the country as being 
afraid to enter upon an inquiry which might prove that 
you are guilty of the cruelty, in the present state of the 


people, of maintaining laws which aggravate the exist- | 


ing distress, in the vain hope of benefiting the owners of 
land. I say in that position you must stand—you must 
be so considered, unless you not only rebut those argu- 
ments, but consent to meet them hand to hand in the 
close quarters of a committee. You must otherwise be 
liable to the charge of maintaining laws for the benefit 
of the owners of land, which laws aggravate the existing 
distress of the labourers of the soil. Have you con- 
sidered how far this conduct is consistent with the divine 
precept, that the labourer is worthy of his hire? T/con- 


| 


| of the divine law. 


fess that, until the discussions of the last two or three | 


years, I have not been accustomed to look at the subject 
im the serious light in which I now regard it. I was not 
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their cries have entered the ears of the Lord.”’ 


aware of the extent to which protective laws are unjust 
to the poor, and in contravention of the sacred precepts 
I was not aware of this; but when I 
look closely at the subject, and observe all the pheno- 
mena of society in this country, I do feel that this is an 
awful and serious question. 

Atter showing that the poverty of the labouring 
classes had been caused by the increase in the wealth 
of the landowners, the noble lord made these further 
remarks :— 

When I look at these things, and see you obstinately 
bent upon maintaining laws, the necessary effect of 
which is to keep up rents and to keep down wages, I 
cannot help asking whether those etal deeds of scrip- 
ture, which were originally addressed to the rich in the 
days of the apostles, are not equally applicable to us, the 
ruling class in thiscountry. The words are awful, and 
gentlemen will recollect them :—‘ Behold, the cries of 
those who have reaped and ploughed the land, and 
whose hire is of you kept down by fraud and crime— 


Gentle- 
men will remember these words, and, standing here in 


all soberness and coolness, I declare my deliberate con- 
viction that the cries of those who have reaped and 
ploughed the land, and whose hire is of us kept down 
by fraud and crime, have entered the ears of the Lord! 
I say this is the practical consequence of your legisla- 
tion. Ifas a nation you keep up what you take to your- 
selves at the expense of the poor, I give you the solemn 
warning I have quoted. 

Mr Starrorp O’Brien explained how Mr Cobden 
had originally given notice of a motion to inquire 
into the effect of import-duties on farmers; on which 
Mr O’Brien notified an amendment to inquire into 
the agricultural distress; and then Mr Cobden had 
incorporated that amendment in his own motion. 
But Mr O’Brien disavowed the changeling; Mr 
Cobden’s speech betrayed an animus adverse to the 
agriculturists, and his committee would not be the 
farmer's committee which was wanted. Mr O’Brien 
regretted that he could not pursue his motion for a 
farmer's committee; but he learned, from Mr Her- 
bert’s intimation, that if he did so he should divide 
in a most miserable minority [laughter and cheers] 
and he perforce desisted. e read a number of 
resolutions and other documents, setting forth com- 
plaints by farmers at places throughout the country, 
of distress, of injury from the tariff of 1842, &c., of 
neglect in not having any share in the new remission 
of duties, of burdensome local rates, &c., and prayin 
relief. He thought such representations demande 
inquiry; he did not fear it ; and the aristocracy, who 
had always stood by the people, would be belying 
the history of the past—belying the history of the 
future [laughter], if they refused to take into their 
most anxious consideration the great question of the 
food of the people. 


Mr Bricut contrasted Mr Herbert’s present de- 
claration that protection is sufficient, with his re- 
gret, expressed on the hustings at Salisbury, that it 
is not greater; and asking, if his estates are not 
overrun with game? All trades, he argued, from 
which protection has been removed—as the iron, 
silk, and linen trades—have greatly improved in 
prosperity. He twitted the country members, once 
s0 independent, with their degeneracy: elected in 
1841 to keep the price of wheat at 71s., they sup- 
yn the government in bringing it down, and have 

ad humbly to apologise to their constituents. He 
compared Sir R. Peel, who, as the ‘ governor” of 
the House, ruled somewhat absolutely, to that noted 
whisperer, who rendered horses, rampant in the 
field, perfectly tractable in the stable; claimed for 
the free-trade party the merit of being politically 
independent; and urged the agriculturists to accede 
to the motion, if they wished to evince their regard 
either for the interests of the country, or those of the 

oor. 
Z Mr Wopenovse [who had an amendment, depre- 
cating inquiry into the effect of taxation unless the 
investigation were gencral, and not limited to a par- 
ticular class] took Mr Herbert’s advice, and simply 
opposed the motion. 

His mind was determinedly made up to vote against 
the committee (‘‘ Hear, hear,” from the opposition}, and 
for this reason, that men’s minds were unsettled enough 
already [a laugh], and, if the proposed committee were 
granted, they would never become settled again so long 
as the world lasted [hear, hear]. The speech of the 
noble lord the member for Sunderland reminded him of 
the days of Cromwell. He had never heard a more ac- 
complished ranter [laughter, and cries of ‘Oh, oh !’’]. 
He contended that protection has not failed ; there 
has not been a famine in this country for fifty years, 
which can be said of no other country in the world ; 
and the labouring classes axg better off here than on 
the continent. 

Mr VILuiers contrasted Mr Herbert’s contemp- 
tuous disparagement of select committees with Sir 
Robert Peel’s recent advice to young members to 
serve on those committees, as an excellent school: 
honourable members “could not be better em- 
ployed ’’—*‘ it was an excellent way to gain charac- 
ter.’ Besides, inquiry would mollify what Mr 
Stafford O’Brien once called “ the agricultural 
mind ;’’ and all those disappointed agriculturists 
who go about, in quite a dangerous way, saying that 
this government is ‘‘ worse than the last,’ treach- 
erous and unjust, should be brought before the com- 
mittee. 

Mr Bankes, Colonel Anson, and Lord Worsiey 
wpake in opposition to the motion. 

r ConpEN complained, in his reply, first, that a 
cabinet minister had intercepted two or three agri- 
cultural members on the opposition benches, and 
had given them their cues; and next, that the agri- 
cultural members had been too happy to take it. 
They were going, he said, on a future night to 
oppose the ministers on the auction duties; he told 
them frankly that their opposition was a mere sham. 
Ife denounced the dishonesty of the landlords, who 
attempted to fix the price of corn at 56s. or 57s., 
calculated their rents on that, and now came to 


ve 
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parliament to secure the means of paying those 
rents :— 

I ask youif it is honest to debar your tenantry from 
those other means, while they Might pay their rents, 
without distress to themselves, or impoverishment of 
their land—in order to escape from the fair adjustment 
of leases, from making new terms, and, above all, from 
doing away with that most horrid nuisance, of which 
you will hear more than you perhaps expect—the game 
which is devouring your tenants [cheers, and laughter 
from the ministerial benches]. I say you have refused 
this adjustment ; you keep the farmers’ minds diverted 
from it; and now I ask you, if any one see the matter 
in that light, will he take an honest part in the discus- 
sion of it? If you told your tenantry you must listen 
to none of this by-play in the House of Commons—for it 
is but by-play—if you came to a large deduction of 
rents, so that your tenantry might get those terms 
which you now present them from having by keeping on 
this one tack of will-o’-the-wisp protection, I should say 

ou were acting an honest part [hear, hear]. Those 

onourable gentlemen who give leases, I might instance 
the father of the noble lord the member for Sunderland, 
I understand his is a model system of leasing; those 
also who give corn-rents, as the honourable gentlemen 
from Scotli nd, must excuse me if I take a tone different 
from what I have done, and point out to honourable 

entlemen opposite how they have committed a gross 
, a gross fraud on their tenantry in keeping up 
their present rents, and show how they are bound to re- 
duce their rents, unless they can carry out their prin- 
ciples of protection [‘‘ Divide, divide ’’]. 

On a division the motion was negatived by 213 
to 121. 


Friday, March 14th. 
THE NEW ZEALAND COMPANY. 


Mr Hops stated that a petition had been placed in 
course of signature by respectable parties in the 
city, charging Lord Stanley with misconduct; the 
noble lord has been accused of deception and grose 
want of faith; and as a notice given by Mr Buller 
for Monday (to move for papers about the incon- 
vertible paper currency in the Falkland Islands and 
New Zealand) would afford no opportunity of 
vindicating Lord Stanley’s character, Mr Hope 
would, on Tuesday, move for papers to which there 
would be no objection, and make an explanation, 

This announcement provoked a very heated con- 
versation; the members who — New Zea- 
land objecting to the shortness of the notice for so 
large a discussion. 

Mr Manates referred to the forthcoming city pe- 
tition as a proof that the colonial office is condemned 
out of doors—‘* That office is reprobated by the 
whole country [‘ Hear, hear,’ and ‘ Oh, oh!’}. 
I repeat it, the Colonial office is held to be the plague 
and nuisance of the country.”’ 

Mr Aauionsy reiterated the charge that Lord 
Stanley had deceived the company in the instruc- 
tions to Captain Fitzroy ; adding, that such an act 
of duplicity would prevent his ever treating with 
Lord Stanley again upon any subject, unless some 
security could be given that good faith would be 
kept. | 

Sir Rozert Ineuis, Lord Howick, and Mr Humes 
agreed that Lord Stanley ought to have an carly op 
portunity of explaining; and that the personal 
charge ought to be separated from the general 
charge against the Colonial office. 

Sir Ronert Peep said that Mr Hope would call 
for no expression of opinion by the House, but 
would merely make an explanation :—‘ As the re- 
presentative of my noble friend, the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies, he is most anxious, on a mat- 
ter not immediately or necessarily provoking a dis- 
cussion on the general policy of the department, but 
in respect of which his personal conduct and good 
faith have been called in question, not to allow the 
House to separate before Kaster without giving some 
explanation on that particular point.” 

Lord Joun Russe. recognised the importance 
of the main question; that is, the government of 
New Zealand. ‘*I believe that New Zealand, if 
its resources are properly cultivated, and if it is 
rightly governed, is destined to have a great influence 
on that part of the world. I believe that the eighteen 
or twenty thousand Englishmen who are there, are 
destined in all probability to be the progenitors of 
governors of a great part of that hemisphere.” He 
was of opinion that the correspondence between the 
New Zealand company and the Colonial office was 
conducted in rather an angry spirit, and it was 
therefore the more desirable that the matter should 
be brought to the test of a discussion. 

Here the subject dropped. 


THE SUGAR DUTIES. 

On the motion for going into committee on the 
Sugar Duties bill, Mr Hawes moved as an amend- 
ment that provision be made in the bill for the 
drawback of the amount of the duty reduced on such 
duty-paid sugar as now remained in the Queen's 
warehouses. It is a peculiarity in the sugar trade, 
that the duty is paid when the goods are bonded, so 
that the whole stock “is duty paid. The loss would 
be great, and would fall on individuals; one house, 
for instance, would lose £4,500, another £6,000. 
Mr Govu.purn resisted the amendment; for the 
trade had ample notice last session that there would 
be a change, and in a memorial to the treasury they 
requested that it might be made as soon as possible 
this session. In a brisk conversation, however, 
ministers stood alone in their resistance ; and even- 
tually, Sir Rosurt Peet, in deference to the feeling 
of the House, promised to make arrangements, not 
to return the whole duty, but to allow compensa- 


tion for loss. On that understanding, Mr Hawes 
withdrew his amendment. ass 
The House then went into committee. The bill 


encountered some repetition of objections, and a few 
alterations were attempted ; but ultimately it passed 
through the committee, after the following protest 
from Mr Bright :— 
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It must not be supposed that this was a final settle- 
ment of the sugar duties, for next year he and other 
hon. members on that side of the House would make a 
more determined opposition to them, and he hoped they 
would then have a much greater amount of public 
opinion to back them. He would enter his protest 


rin this bill, as most unjust to the consumers, and 
of no practical benefit to the planters. 


In the course of the discussion some information 
was communicated with reference to West Indian 
immigration schemes. Lord Joun Russell called 
for information respecting loans in aid of immigra- 
tion, passed by the legislatures of Guiana and Trini- 
dad. He had received letters in reference to this 
matter from many parties who stated that they had 
relations acting as missionaries in the West Indies 
and Mauritius, and that these gentlemen were much 
afraid of the effect upon the present colonial popula- 
tion which the character of the proposed labourers 
would probably produce. Mr Horsz promised the 
information. No portion of the proposed loans had, 
however, been raised; and, from the difficulties in 
the way, he did not think there would be. There 
was no reason to fear any consequences to the morals 
of the population of the West Indian colonies from 
- importation of labour: the number would be too 

mited. 

An animated and amusing discussion relative to 
the order of proceeding to be adopted in committee 
on the Customs act then followed. Various parties 
complained of the delay in effecting the proposed 
alterations which the prolonged discussions would 
cause, especially with respect to the duty on cotton. 
Mr Baricut complained that it was placed under the 
head of W (as cotton wool), whereas it belongs to 
C. Sir Rosert Pee. said the mistake was not his 
per ; the duties must be taken in their present 
order, 

Then followed a discussion on Mr Miles’ proposed 
amendment, declaring that, in any remission of 
duties, the agricultural interest should be duly con- 
sidered. Mr Moncxtron Mitnes did not like the 
aspersion that members on the ministerial benches 
are always playing and acting a ‘‘ sham:”’ he wished 
to show that there are one or two who really want a 
fair stand-up fight. If there be a fight, said Mr 
Hume (profanely borrowing a phrase consecrated 
by the episcopal lips of Exeter), he wished Mr 

ilnes would tell them ‘“‘ what it was all about?” 
Nothing daunted by Mr Hume’s wit, Mr Ferranp 
exhorted Mr Miles to stand firm against a ministry 
who have betrayed the party behind them, and 
taunt the agriculturists with ‘‘ whining :’’— 

Let my honourable friend show a bold front, and he 
would not only deserve, but obtain, the good feeling of 
the agricultural interest. Ministers have forfeited the 
confidence of the agriculturist (laughter from the oppo- 
sition). Yes, they obtained power by making the agri- 
culturists believe that they were their best friends 
fr Hear, hear,’”’ and a laugh]; and ever since they came 
nto power they have betrayed their interests—they have 
betrayed the party that sits behind them (laughter, and 
cries of ‘‘ Hear, hear,” from the opposition). And my 
firm conviction is that, if there were a dissolution to- 
morrow, instead of having a majority of ninety, they 
would be left in a minority of twice ninety [laughter]. 
Mr Pster BortHwicx sarcastically declared that he 
would not oppose ministers except for something 
with a practical issue ; and he poured forth his pity 
for the farmers, perishing by the assistance of their 
‘‘friends”’ in that house—all sections were their 
‘‘friends.’’ Lord Joun Russe was rather inclined 
to expect a ‘‘sham.’’ Thus exhorted and taunted, 
Mr MILEs mustered a show of firmness: he should 
call upon the House by indirect means to remit the 
county rates, which press heavily on agriculture. 
Dismayed at these portents of interruption, Sir 
Rosert PEEL exclaimed, ‘‘ We have never been able 
to get into committee !’’ Mr Bricut: ‘I will move 
that the House do go into committee now, if the 
right honourable baronet chooses.’’ Sir Ronerr 
Pez.t: ‘‘The House would surely not go into com- 
mittee at this hour’’ (half-past twelve o'clock). 


Monday, March 17th. 
THE AGRICULTURAL INTEREST. 


Mr Mixes rose to bring on his motion— 

‘* That it is the opinion of this House that, in the ap- 
plication of surplus revenue towards relieving the bur- 
thens of the country by reduction or remission of taxa- 
tion, due regard should be had to the necessity of 
affording relief to the agricultural interest.”’ 

Though the drought of last session affected the 
southern districts—a cause beyond legislative con- 
trol, inasmuch as man had no power over atmo- 
spheric influences—still the distress was general, 
not merely local. In support of his views, he went 
into an extensive series of figures, comparing the 
annual importations of foreign grain, and the average 

ices in low-priced years, under the corn act of 
1828, with the average prices and the importations 
under the act of 1842. The present low prices of 
cattle and corn he traced to the measures of the 
government—an opinion which coincided with that 
of the farmers, who, thanks to the gentlemen of the 
Anti-corn-law League, had been taught to think, 
and were able now to draw accurate conclusions as 
to the causes of their distress. In 1842 the harvest 
was good, but a heavy importation of foreign and 
colonial corn, suddenly thrown on the market in the 
autumn, threw down prices ruinously low. In 1843 
there was a deficient harvest, and prices which, 
measuring the deficiency, should have been 
63s., were only 48s. In 1844, the harvest 
was above an average, and there was no chance 
of the market recovering. The fall in prices, 
both in meat and corn, was not attributable to any 
panic, as he showed by quoting the rates, evincin 


a gradual, though steady declension. Having state 
his case, and expressed a wish that there were a 
department of the government specially devoted to 


the statistics of agriculture, he proceeded to develop 


aE ena 


his propositions for relief. This he did by going 
into the details of the poor rates and the county 
rates, both as to the amount of their collection and 
the purposes to which they are applied, which, he 
contended, pressed unequally on the agricultural 
community, as compared with other classes, from 
which they should be relieved, and urging that the 
expense of criminal prosecutions should be borne by 
the state instead of by each separate county. He 
confessed that, in bringing forward his motion, it 
was not in concurrence with the whole of the agri- 
cultural body, but in justice to his own feelings and 
opinions. 

The Earl of Marcu, in seconding the amendment, 
declared his entire concurrence in the sentiments 
just expressed by Mr Miles. 

Sir JamMEs GRAHAM was strongly of opinion that, 
looking to the interests of the whole community, 
protection should still be afforded to the agricul- 
tural interest. But the question was not as to its 
principle but its amount. The efforts made by the 
late government to check the accumulating defi- 
ciency in the revenue, showed that we had reached 
the limits of taxation on consumption, as evinced 
by the failure of the additional ten per cent. in the 
customs and excise. The present government were 
therefore obliged to resort to great experiments, by 
which, in three years, they remitted between six 
and seven millions in indirect taxation, of which the 
agricultural interest would receive its share. Take 
the wool duties, which he considered to be a boon 


Re 


to the landed interest three or four times the value : 


of the proposition made by Mr Miles, the price of 
wool being now higher than ever. When com- 
plaint was made of the large quantity of foreign 
corn imported in the three years following the act 
of 1842, as compared with the three years following 
the act of 1828, it was forgotten how largely the 
fasta had been and was increasing. Without 
arger facilities for the admission of foreign corn, we 
ran the risk of some frightful convulsion, as during 
our recent commercial distresses. He looked upon 
the Canadian Corn bill as a useful subsidiary mea- 
sure to the act of 1842. MRidiculing the idea of the 
importation of foreign cattle causing the fall in 
rices, looking to the small number brought over, 

e told the agriculturists that there was another 
thing which they ought to fear much more—low 
wages in the manufacturing districts, thereby con- 
tracting ability to consume agricultural produce. 
As to Mr Miles’s proposition, never had there been 
so small a demand made by so great an interest. 
In 1813, with a population of 10,500,000, the poor 
and county rates were £8,600,000; in 1845, witha 
population of 16,500,000, they amounted to£6,800,000, 
or, in other words, while the population had in- 
creased one-third, the rates had diminished one- 
third; at the former period being a charge of 16s. 
3d. on each head of the population, at the latter of 
only 8s, 4d. Arguing generally against the propo- 
sition for shifting the leslen of the county rates, 
which was not now in that House, he sat down by 
intimating the determination of the government to 
oppose the motion. 

r NEWDEGATE contended, that Sir J. Graham 
had rather set aside than dealt with the facts stated 
by Mr Miles. He considered Mr Cobden as the high 
priest of free trade, and the occupants of the trea- 
sury bench as fellow-worshipers with him, chant- 
ing responses to the service thus performed. He 
controverted the doctrine of Lord J. Russell, that 
protection was the bane of agriculture; and con- 
cluded by declaring that the language used on that 
night by Sir J. Graham, and on a former night by 
Mr 8S. Herbert, would have a beneficial and con- 
solatory effect on the agricultural interest. 

Lord Joun Russevu remarked that the proceedings 
of that night were an additional evidence that “ pro- 
tection was the bane of agriculture.’’ Mr Miles, 
instead of proposing the repeal of the tariff and the 
Canadian Corn bill, asked for a pitiful boon of some 
two or three hundred thousand pounds on the county 
rates; and the ‘‘consolatory’’ speech of Sir James 
Graham was neither more nor less than a declaration 
that protection must be gradually abandoned. Re- 
striction and monopoly were every way unfavourable 
to that energy which competition inspires. Holland 
once protected spices and silks; these were luxuries : 
but corn was a necessary which could not be unna- 
turally enhanced without injury to the community. 
When in power, he had proposed a moderate fixed 
duty; but those then in opposition declared that 
they would not throw the corn law into the “ lottery 
of legislation.’’ Coming into power, they had com- 
menced breaking down that protection which they 
had been placed in office to maintain, and which, so 
long as it continued to exist, gave the farmer a false 
reliance, and checked his use of capital, science, and 
skill. He had been accused by Sir Robert Peel of 
** oscillating’ between protection and free trade. He 
preferred a ‘cautious’ (to use Ricardo’s phrase) 
alandonment of monopoly ; but then he would never 
disguise the ultimate end. Quoting from a pamphlet 
by Lord Ashburton, when Mr Alexander Baring, in 
support of a gradual abolition of monopoly, he said 
that there was one thing they could do for the 
farmers—not to inspire them with false hopes. How: 
ungracious it was to come forward with complaints 
that the working man did not pay more for his meat 
and his bread. 

Mr Escorr blamed the “ farmers’ friends” for pro- 
longing the distress they deplored. They accused 
the corn law and the tariff of 1842 as being the 
cause of the distress; and yet protection societies 
sent about circulars, intreating them not to “decrease 
the present amount of protection,” which was to 
stick to the corn law and the tariff! 

Lord W oRsLEY supported the motion. 

Mr D'Israex1 gathered that protection was treated 
not as a principle but as an expedient, to be judged 


of according to circumstances. He could not then 
enter on the great question of how far, not free 
trade but free imports, would, with hostile tariffs, 
affect our power of production, the distribution of 
the precious metals, and our ability to maintain a 
standard—he would leave that for a time when it 
might receive a profounder treatment. Confining 
himself to the motion before him, he recollected that 
in 1836 an identical motion had been proposed under 
precisely similar circumstances. There was a budget 
and a surplus ; and the agriculturists thought then, 
as they do now, that they might be considered. The 
opposition, though not triumphant, were cohesive ; 
the government, if not feeble, at least not confident. 
The motion was made by the Duke of Buckingham, 
then Marquis of Chandos ; and the division, though 
it did not defeat, shook the government to its centre. 
This was a conservative, that was a whig House of 
Commons; and amongst the supporters of the mo- 
tion were Sir Thomas Fremantle, Sir George Clerk, 
and the Earl of Lincoln. Sir Robert Peel, however, 
did not vote with them. He behaved, throughout, 
in the most handsome manner, for he left his party 
and preserved his consistency. Mr D’Israeli then 
directed his sarcasm more directly against the agri- 
cultural members, with disparaging allusions to the 
Premier and his policy :— 

You don’t talk of this tax or the other being taken. 
off, but you ring the changes on the “‘ conduct” of the 
right honourable gentleman. There is no doubt a dif- 
ference in the right honourable gentleman’s position as 
leader of the opposition and as minister of the Crown. 
But that’s the old story: you must not contrast too 
strongly the hour of courtship with the moment of pos- 
session (laughter for several minutes]. "Tis very true 
that the right hon. gentleman’s conduct is different. I 
remember his “‘ protection ’’ speeches—the best speeches 
lever heard. It was a great thing to hear the right 
honourable gentleman say, “I would sooner be the 
leader of the gentlemen of England than possess the 
confidence of sovereigns.” That was a grand thing. 
[The ironical tone in which this comment was given 
caused roars of laughter.] We don’t hear much of 
“the gentlemen of England” now [hear, hear, and 
cheers]. But they have the pleasures of memory—the 
charming reminiscences of a first love Por laughter] ; 
and, though their lover may not kneel now as in the 
hour of passion, still they can recall the past, and 
nothing is more unwise and unseemly than this ‘tone of 
recrimination and reproach. What’s the use of it? 
We all know that in this case, as in others when the 
beloved object has ceased to charm, it is in vain to 
appeal to the feelings [loud and long-continued cheers 
and laughter]. The right honourable gentleman does 
what he can to keep these gentlemen quiet: he some- 
times treats them with arrogant silence, and sometimes 
with haughty frigidity, and if they knew anything 
of human nature they would take the hint and shut 
their mouths. But they won’t. And what then hap- 
pens? * Why, the right honourable gentleman, being 
compelled to interfere, sends down his valet, a well-be- 
haved person, to make it known that we are to have no 
‘‘whining’’ here. [This allusion to Mr S. Herbert's 
expression in the debate last week was received with 
vociferous cheering and loud laughter from the oppo- 
sition.] Such is the fate of the great agricultural in- 
terest—that beauty which everybody wooed and one de- 
luded [cheers and laughter]. ere is a fatality in such 
charms, and we now seem to approach the catastrophe 
of her career. Protection appears to be in about the 
same condition that protestantism was in 1828 [loud 
cheers from the opposition]. The country will draw its 
moral. For my part, if we are to have free trade, I 
who honour genius, prefer that such measures should 
be proposed by the honourable member for Stockport, 
than by one who, through skilful parliamentary man- 
ceuvres, has tampered with the generous confidence of 
a great people and of a great party [loud cheers]. For 
myself, I care not what will be the result. Disgolve, if 
you like, the parliament you have betrayed, and appeal 
to the people, who, I believe, mistrust you. For me 
there remains this, at least—the opportunity of ex- 
pressing thus publicly my belief that a conservative 
government is an organised hypocrisy. [The honour- 


able gentleman sat down amidst cheers which lasted 
several minutes. ] 


Mr Darsy reprobated the observations of Mr 
D’IsraELiI, who himself had once “bathed,” not 
merely with the whigs, but the radicals. 

After some explanatory observations from Sir 


CHARLES BuRRELL, and speeches from Mr SmytTxx 
and Mr Bortuwick, 


Sir Rozert Peet said that to encourage the idea 
that a mere transference of a portion of the county 
rate to the consolidated fund would be any benefit, 
would be to practise a delusion on the agricultural 
interest. But support for Mr Miles’s motion had 
been sought on other grounds than a mere transfer- 
ence of asum of £250,000, which would involve the 
additional charge of £400,000 on the consolidated 
fund. Reading a circular from a local protection 
society, he drew the conclusion that the object of the 
motion, in general, was to censure the financial 
policy of the government, and to stop their measures. 
He did not repent of the course he had adopted 
since he assumed office. He remembered Sheffield, 
with its unlet houses; the tales of people living on 
the putrid bodies of animals; of Paisley, with its 
thousands who rose daily without food; and when 
he assumed office he had done so, not for the sake of 
favouring any one class, but of consulting the interests 
of the entire community. The House had given its 
assent to the income-tax, which it would not have 
done if the country did not approve of their mea- 
sures. Compare the present state of commerce and 
trade with 1842, and, whatever may be said of the 
effects of good harvest, the influence of commercial 
reforms could not be denied, which by promoting 
consumption benefited agriculture. inking ex- 
treme protection and prohibition wrong, he defended 
moderate protection as necessary, not on principles 
of commercial policy, but as essential to a state of 
things where great interests had grown up, and 
whose injurywould be that of papa om 5 large. 
Sir R. Pz. then turned the tables on Mr D’Israeli. 
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Sir, the honourable member for Shrewsbury repeats 
an accusation he made on a former occasion, Of our 
having purchased power by 4a forgetfulness of the 
pledges we gave in opposition. As 1 before said, I shall 
not enter into personal controversy [loud cheering from 
both sides]. hen I proposed the tariff in 1842, and 
when that charge, which the honourable member now 
repeats, was made against me, I find the honourable mem- 
ber got up in his place, and stated, that ‘‘ with reference to 
the accusation made on the other side of the House, that 
the right honourable baronet at the head of the govern- 
ment had repudiated principles when in opposition 
which he had adopted when in office, that that charge 
had been made without due examination of the facts of 
the case.”” I find the same honourable gentlemen 
again use these words:—‘‘The conduct pursued 
by the right honourable baronet was in exact, perma- 
nent, and perfect consistency with the principles of free- 
trade laid down by Mr Pitt. His reason for saying this 
much was to refute the accusations brought against the 
present government, that they had put forward their 
present views in order to obtain a change of govern- 
ment, 80 as to get into power themselves.’’ These sen- 
timents I find attributed to Mr D’Israeli [hear, hear]. 
I do not know whether they are of sufficient importance 
to mention them in the House, but this I know, that I 
myself hold in the same estimation the panegyric and 
the attacks (hear, hear]. I was certainly, however, so 
struck—remembering the former defence of the honour- 
able gentleman—that the accusation which he made to- 
night should have proceeded from him, that I could not 
forbear alluding to it [‘‘ Hear,” and cheers]. 

After some remarks from Mr Bankes and Mr 
PiuMmptTRE, the House went toa division, when there 
appeared for Mr Miles’s motion, 78; against it, 213; 
— » 135. 

e House afterwards went into committee on the 
Customs acts, and passed all the articles which were 
unopposed. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

PREVENTION OF SmoxkE.— On Wednesday, Mr 
MAcKINNON moved the second reading of his Smoke 
Prohibition bill; which encountered a world of 
difficulties and objections. The Earl of Lincoun 
stated that measures of a similar nature were con- 
templated by government; and he wished the 
second reading to be postponed until after Easter. 
Accordingly, Mr Mackinnon deferred it till the 
2nd April. 

The Justices’ Clerks bill was discussed, on Wed- 
nesday, on the motion that it be read a second time, 
Sir James Granam stated the principle of the bill 
to be the substitution of fixed salaries for fees; in 
the belief that justice is better administered by 
public servants with stated salaries than by those 
who receive fees for their duties. Several members 
raised objections to the measure, principally on the 
ground that it would deter the best lawyers from 
acting as clerks. Eventually, the bill was read a 
second time; to be committed on the 14th April. 

Raitway LecistaTion.—At early sittings during 
the past week the House of Commons have pro- 
ceeded with Lord Granville Somerset’s bills for the 


consolidation of clauses in railway and other private | 


bills. 

ATMOSPHERIC Raitway.— On Friday, Mr F. 
Suaw, in moving for an inquiry into the merits of 
the atmospheric railway, raised a discussion on the 
subject, and ultimately obtained from Sir Ronerr 
PEEL an acquiescence, on the part of the govern- 
ment, to the appointment of a committee to inquire 
into the merits of the syscem. | 

Fortxcomine Motions.—Mr Sheil’s motion rela- 
tive to Post-office espionage, and Mr Ward’s motion 
on the burdens on land have been postponed until after 
Easter. Mr S. Crawrorp has given notice that, in 
case her Majesty’s government should not propose 
any measures for the amendment of the law of 
landlord and tenant in Ireland, he would, after 
Easter, move for leave to bring in a bill to secure 
to the outgoing tenant fair compensation for all 
valuable and permanent improvements made on the 
land, and all buildings erected on it; and also for 
leave to bring in a bill to amend the law for public 
valuations of lands in Ireland. Mr Wyse has given 
notice that, immediately after Easter, he will renew 
the motion he made two sessions ago, for an address 
to the Crown to take measures for the establishment 
and maintenance of museums of antiquities in con- 
nexion with galleries of art, and for the appointment 
of a commission for the preservation of national 
monuments. 

Jewish Disanititizs RemovaL Bitzi. —On Mon- 
day this bill was read a first time, and appointed to 
be read a second time on April 2. Sir R. Inouis 
announced his intention of opposing the second 
Treading. 

The second reading of Lord Ashley’s Employment 
of Children bill was somewhat against his wish. 
Postponed until after Easter. 

The second reading of the Law of Settlement bill 
‘was fixed for April 14. 

Sir H. Porrincer.—In reply to a question from 
Mr Hume, relative to the propriety of passing a vote 
of thanks to Sir H. Pottinger for his eminent ser- 
vices in China, Sir R. Peer said it was not usual 
to propose votes of thanks for civil or diplomatic 
services! Mr Hume said he should propose a mo- 
tion on the subject. 

Mr Wak tey, on account of the urgency of other 
business, consented to postpone the motion relative 
to the petition of the inhabitants of Finsbury on the 
treatment of Mr Duncombe by the Home Secretary, 
until after Easter. 

Sir Rospert Pee, in answer to Mr Bellew, stated, 
that his contemplated measures respectirg Ireland 
were two bills, one relating to Maynooth, the other 
to academical education, which will be introduced 
as s00n after Easter as the progress made in other 
business will permit. 

In answer also to Captain Bernat Osnorne, Sir 
Ropert Pzxx said the government were considering 


the landlord and tenant commission report, with 
the view of ascertaining if any legislative measure 
can be founded on it. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 


Thursday, March 13th. 

The Property and Income-tax bill, brought up 
from the Commons, was read a first time. 

Lord BroveHam complained that on Tuesday 
last the decision of the railway committee of the 
Board of Trade on the London and York railway 
had been known on the Stock Exchange as early as 
twelve o’clock, before the appearance of the Gasette, 
and that a great deal of business had been done in 
consequence. He moved for a return of the prices 
of shares_of—that particular company at twelve 
o'clock and at four o'clock of the particular day in 
question. ‘The Earl of Datuovusiz replied, that the 
railway committee did not meet for the purposes of 
decision until four o’clock of the day in question; 
and this, therefore, was a triumphant answer to the 
charge that the proceedings of the Stock Exchange 
were influenced in consequence. Lord Brovauam, 
under the circumstances, withdrew his notice, but 
regarded the rumour as to the oozing out of in- 
formation as a proof of the inaptitude of a secret 
tribunal for such a country as England. 

Routine business was then proceeded with, ad- 
vancing sundry bills different stages. The House 
rose early. 

Friay, March 14th. 


Earl Minto postponed his motion on the subject of 
Otaheite till after Tester, Lord Brovexam referred 
to the subject of the freedom of the city of London. 
[On the previous day he presented a petition from 
a great number of householders in the city of Lon- 
don, non-freemen, complaining that they were 
threatened with proceedings by the corporation of 
London to compel them to take up their freedom 
upon payment of certain charges, amounting to £11 
6s. 4d. in each case; and followed it up by intro- 
ducing a bill, which was read a first time, for ex- 
tending to the city of London, only as regarded the 
right of trading and working by non-freemen, the 
14th section of the 5th and 6th of William IV., 
which abolished all those rights in every one city, 
town, and borough within the realm.] He stated, 
that he had since received a communication from 
the Lord Mayor, expressing concern that he (Lord 
Brougham) should have thought fit to have intro- 
duced such a bill into parliament without previously 
communicating with the city authorities on the sub- 
ject. Their lordships might be reduced very low, 

ut he did not think that they were reduced to so 
low an ebb as not to have the power of introducing 
any bill into parliament without the previous ap- 
proval or communication with any corporation in 
England. He then moved for, and obtained, an ac- 
count of the number of non-freemen of the city of 
London who had taken up their freedom 1n the year 
ending the Ist January, 1845. 

On the order of the day for the third reading of 
the Jewish Disabilities bill, the Duke of CamBripeGEr 
begged to thank the Lord Chancellor for the intro- 
duction of that measure of amelioration, to which he 
thought the Jews were fairly entitled. le was 
warmly attached to the established church, but 
every measure of toleration which did not endanger 
it would receive his support. ‘The bill was then 
read a third time, and passed. 

The Stamp Acts Assimilation (Ireland) bill was 
read a third time, and passed, after an assurance 
from the Duke of WELLINGTON, that it would not 
interfere with the full consideration of the land 
commissioners’ report. 


Monday, March 17. 

The Bishop of CuesTer and the Earl of Rapnor 
presented petitions on the subject of temperance. 

The Duke of Buccieucu moved for and obtained 
the appointment of a select committee to inquire into 
the condition of the schoolmasters in Scotland. 

The Earl of Minto asked if it were the intention 
of the government to publish Captain Ross’s journal 
of his Antarctic expedition, with his magnetic and 
meteorological observations. The Duke of WELLING- 
TON assured the noble earl that the subject will 
receive attention. 

Lord CamMrBeLu moved the commitment of his bill 
for the abolition of deodands, which gave rise to 
some sparring between himself and Lord ELuen- 
BOROUGH. The Earl of ELLENnonovcGyH objected to 
the unnecessary repetitions of the bill, which might 
be curtailed one half. Lord Campse.t considered 
his bill a model of brevity, as it only consisted of 
one clause, and, compared with certain eastern docu- 
ments which had issued from the nobleflord, was 
anything but verbose. After some conversation the 
Earl of ELLENBoRovGH consented to let the bill go 
into committee, with the view of having the sentence 
amended, and thus remove his objection. As to 
what he had done in the east, if charges made in his 
absence were to be repeated in his presence, he would 
be prepared to meet them. Lord Camrse.t had no 
intention of making any charge, being satisfied to 
let matters remain as they are. ‘The Earl of ELien- 
BOROUGH recommended to Lord CampBe ut a piece of 
advice once given by the great Earl of Cuatuam toa 
member of the House of Commons who had arraigned 
his conduct—that the next time he meant nothing, 
he had better say nothing. Lord BrovGuam assured 
the Earl of ELLennorovcu that he had never in his 
absence had his conduct assailed {without being 
ably and successfully defended by the Duke of 
Weuuincton and himself. The Earl of Ex1uen- 
BOROUH expressed his sense of a debt of gratitude 
owing to the noble duke. “But,” exclaimed the 
noble earl, evidently labouring under great excite- 
ment, ‘* I cannot venture to speak on the subject.” 
The bill went through committee. 


The Income Tax bill was read a second time, and 
was to be committed on Tuesday, with the under- 
standing that the discussion on the bill will be 
taken after Easter, on the third reading. 


Some other business being disposed of, the House 
adjourned. — 


IRELAND. 


Epvucation.—Nearly every diocese in Ireland has, 
by addresses from the assembled clergy, responded to 
the declaration of the primate against the govern- 
ment system of education. 

Visit oF Mr O’Connet to Lonpon.—An oppor- 
tunity has at length turned up which will release 
Mr O’Connell from his labours at Conciliation hall, 
and enable him, in spite of his dear friends in the 
Young Ireland party, to take his place in the alien 

arliament. According to this arrangement, the 
earned gentleman means to be in London on the 
second reading of the Dublin and Galway Railway 
bill in the House of Commons.— Times. 

Tue Royat Visit to IRELAND.—I believe it may 
be now safely stated, that the annual report respect- 
ing the intention of the Queen to visit her Irish 
subjects is no longer a matter of speculation, but 
that this long-expected event will actually take place 
in the autumn of the present year, or, perhaps, at 
an earlier period, if circumstances permit. Indeed, 
from the signs of preparation already making, there 
can be but little doubt that the authorities here have 
received an intimation of her Majesty's gracious in- 
tentions, in confirmation of which it may be men- 
tioned that a few days since the Hon. and Very Rev. 
Dean Pakenham (brother-in-law of ‘the Duke’’) 
applied to the Board of Ecclesiastical Commissioners 
for a grant of money for the purpose of decoratin 
the cathedral of St Patrick, and putting the gran 
reception room in a state of thorough — in an- 
ticipation of her Majesty’s honouring that ancient 
cathedral by her presence at Divine service. The 
application was immediately acceded to, and work- 
men are now busily engaged in making the altera- 
tions suitable to the auspicious occasion.— Times. 

AGRARIAN DisturpaNnces IN ULsTER. — Some 
counties of the north, especially Down and Mona- 
ghan, are becoming as remarkable for agrarian crime 
as Tipperary. The Monaghan Standara says—** On 
Thursday night last, a party of fellows visited the 
house of James Davids, of Moores, within a quarter 
of a mile of the police station of Scottstown; and 
threatened him, if he did not instantly give up a farm 
of land which he lately occupied under A. G. Lewis, 
Esq., arid from which the former tenant was ejected 
for an arrear of upwards of four years’ rent, they 
would give him the death of me. age person 
murdered in the same neighbourhood, many years 
ago, for taking an ejected farm. ‘They also told 
Davids to light a candle and examine them, lest he 
should blame any of the neighbours for being of the 
party, and said they were of the parish of Glogher, 
and would wreak their vengeance on Mr Lewis, or 
any landlord who would eject, or any tenant who 
would take land under ejectment. ‘The boldness of 
the scoundrels in seeking an examination of their 
persons shows they were strangers, from another part 
of the country, and belong to an extensively rami- | 
fied conspiracy.’’ ‘The Fermanagh Reporter says— 
‘‘ John O’Brien, Esq., of Castletown, let his manor 
mill to a tenant, who has been threatened, and slugs 


have been fired into his window.’’ 


Miitary Fioacine.—On Thursday last, Patrick 
Rice, a private of the 73rd regiment, much addicted 
to drunkenness, was sentenced to receive 150 lashes 
for selling his ‘ kit,’’ which contains all a soldier's 
necessaries. He was accordingly taken to the riding 
school, where he received 100 lashes (some say he 
got the 150); after which the wretched man was 
carried to the hospital in a state bordering on in- 
sensibility. A person who stated himself to have 
been a by-stander described the howling of the un- 
fortunate man as truly appalling. He was conveyed 
to the hospital, but great doubts are entertained of 
his recovery. 


THE QUEEN held a levee, the second of the season, 
at St James’s palace, on Wednesday. Her Majes- 
ty and Prince Albert arrived in state from Bucking- 
ham palace. The Duke of Cambridge was present. 
In the general circle, the Lord Advocate was pre- 
sented, on his appointment ; and Sir Henry Pottinger, 
on his return from China. Among other presenta- 
tions, were those of Mr Horace Twiss, on his 
appointment as Vice-chancellor of the Duchy of 
Lancaster; Mr Frederick Goulburn, che new Com- . 
missioner of Customs; Captain St Patrick Lawrence, 
on his release from captivity in Afghanistan ; Cap- 
tain Sir John Franklin, and some other officers, on 
their appointment to the Arctic Expedition. 

It is confidently rumoured that it is her Majesty's 
intention to honour with visits all her lord-lieutenants 
of countiesof England. The first royal visit is ex- 

ected to be to Hatfield, the second to Warwick castle. 
tis also believed that these royal progresses will 
not be confined to England.—Court Journal, __ 

Tue Curer Secretary.—The Right Hon. Sir T. 
Fremantle is expected to arrive at Dublin castle, on 
Saturday next, and, on Monday, to assume the port- 
feuille of his predecessor, now Earl St Germans. 

Lord Arthur Lennox and Lord George Lennox, 
brothers of the Duke of Richmond, hold the offices 
of Lord of the Treasury and Groom of the Bedcham- 
ber; and his son, Lord Gordon Lennox, holds an 
appointment in the foreign office. Yet the Duke 
has no confidence in the semi-free-trade government ! 
He stands up for that “restoration of protection” 
which Peel declares to be “impossible.” Peel 
knows his man.—Gateshead Observer, 

Poxiticat Dinners.—Lord Stanley, the Speaker, 
Lord Palmerston, and Sir Robert Peel, had large 
dinner parties on Saturday. 
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Miscellaneous. 


Prince ALBERT’s PErits.-—Prince Albert and his 
equerry, Sir E. Bowater are cantering up Constitu- 
tion hill; two gentlemen apprise Sir i Bowater that 
a man had pointed a pistolat the Prince; Sir E. 
Bowater sends his groom in search of a police officer 
and lets the man quietly walk off, Sir E. Bowater 
waiting the return of his servant. The man, we need 
not say, was not to be found afterwards. Sir. E. 
Bowater omitted a very necessary precaution in this 
case. He should have put a little salt on the bird's 
tail before he suffered him to fly. This is not Prince 
Albert’s first alarm. On his visit to Bristol to see 
the Great Britain, a young lady threw a rose-bud at 
the Prince, and it was mistaken for a red-hot 
shot.—Ezaminer. [The Times informs us that “ the 
Police Commissioners have, in consequence of this 
occurrence, stationed an extra constable on Constitu- 
tion Hill!’’ ] 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer acknowledges 
the receipt of £40, No. 55,301, “* from L. F.C. for 
the revenue of the country.” 

The Maidstone Journal says, there is no foundation 
whatever for the report that Sir Edward Knatchbull 
is about to be raised to the House of Lords. 


Tue Duke pe Broce, on Saturday evening, 
arrived at the French embassy in Manchester square, 
and we understand he will remain with Count St 
Aulaire, the French ambassador, during his sojourn 
in the country. The Constitutionnel says, on this 
subject :— 

he Duke de Broglie is to set out for London this day 
(Thursday), to regulate, with Dr Lushington, the ques- 
tion of the right of search. ‘Two systems are spoken of 
as likely to terminate this difficult affair. The first con- 
sists in establishing mixed cruisers, at the mouths of 
rivers and in front of the usual places of rendezvous for 
slaves, either on their departure or arrival; in this case, 
the reciprocal right of search would be suspended. The 
second plan for repressing the slave trade would be— 
first, to destroy the slave factories or depdts established 
on certain points of the coast of Africa; and secondly, 
to declare war on all the negro chiefs who should for the 
future carry on the slave trade. This will not probably 
be the final decision of the commissioners. 


Out of the 127 projects, of which notices were 
iven in the Gazette, the Board of Trade, up to the 
te of their last notice, have reported in favour of 
76, against 51, and recommended the postponement 
of 16 until a future period. 


FreEpom oF Lonpon.—The following is an abstract 
of Lord Brougham’s bill, introduced into the House 
of Lords on Thursday :— Whereas, in the city of Lon- 
don, as well as in other cities, towns, and boroughs, 
a certain custom hath prevailed, and certain bye. 
laws have been made, that no person not being free 
of such city, and of such other cities, towns, ani 
boroughs, or of certain liveries, guilds, mysteries, or 
trading companies within the same or some or one 
of them, shall keep any shop or place for putting to 
show or sale any or certain wares or merchandise, 
_by way of retail or otherwise, or use any or certain 
trades, occupations, mysteries, or handicrafts, for 
hire, gain, or sale within the same city, or other 
' cities, towns, or boroughs; and whereas, by law, all 
such disqualifications, exclusions, and incapacities 
to deal, or trade, or work and labour, have now for 
some time ceased and determined in all other cities, 
towns, and boroughs; and whereas it is expedient 
that the same should now from henceforward like- 
wise cease and determine within the city of London ; 
be it enacted by, &c., that every person may keep 
any wholesale or retail shop, or use any lawful trade, 
in the city of London. 


Sucar rrom Lovisiana.—Since our last, other 
specimens of this kind of sugar (Louisiana) have 
been received in Liverpool, two of which were 
yesterday shown us by a gentleman connected with 
the sugar trade. He informed us that they were of 
excellent quality, and well suited for the market. 
The last letters received from America estimate the 
present year’s growth of the cane-sugar at 160,000 
hogsheads, a quantity little short of half the present 
consumption of the United Kingdom; and they 
state that this quantity is likely to be rather in- 
‘creased than diminished, sugar being at present a 
more profitable article of growth than cotton. The 
reduction of the duty on foreign molasses to 8s. 3d. 

er hundredweight, will also have the effect of 
Scinging considerable quantities of that useful article 
from Louisiana.— Liverpool Times. 

‘Tf,’ says the Mark Lane Express, “ there is to be 
a free-trade in agricultural produce, the tenant far- 
mers must be made free men; all the relics of 
feudalism between landlord and tenant must be 
abolished; and the taking and occupation of a farm 
must be as much a matter of contract as that of a 
house, shop, or other premises.” So it ought to be. 


Tux General Post-orrice.—Considerable altera- 
tions are about to be made in the establishment of 
the General Post office, in St Martin’s-le-Grand, by 
the erection of side galleries and otherconveniences 
in the newspaper and letter-sorting offices, in order 
to expedite both the morning and evening duties. 

Dwe.une Hovse anp Winvow ‘Tax.—By a re- 
turn to an order of the House of Commons, dated 
the 18th of February, 1845, it appears that the total 
number of Eolitaahonens in the United Kingdom at 
the census of 1841, was as follows :—In England, 
3,144,641 ; in Ireland, 1,384,360; and in Scotland, 
529,524 ; being a total of 5,058,525. The number of 
houses assessed to the window duty during the same 
year was, in England, 414,395; and in Scotland, 
33,025 ; total, 447,420. Whilst the amount of duty 
was, in England, £1,716,331 for the year 1841, and 
£1,618,932 for the year 1844; in Scotland, £114,126 
for 1841, £124,468 for 1844; making together a total 
of £1,830,457 for 1841, and £1,743,400 for 1844. It 


should be remarked that this return does not include 
the dwelling houses in the British Isles. 


In consequence of the decease of Lord Wynford 
and Sir J. Gurney, pensions to the amount of nearly 
£7,000 a year revert to the public, Lord Wynford 
having received a pension of £3,500 a year, as late 
chief justice of the Common Pleas; and Sir J. Gur- 
ney had just been granted £3,250 a year, as aretircd 
baron of the Exchequer.— Observer. 


Errects oF THE REPEAL oF tHE Duty on Guass. 
—A glass-manufacturing firm at Sunderland are 
erecting three additional glass-bottle-houses, in con- 
sequence of the proposed abolition of the duty. It 
is stated that glass has been partially employed at 
Paisley for loom mountings, instead of wood or 
metal; and it is expected that in future it will be 
extensively used for such purposes. Besides its 
easy and complete formation, giass is invaluable from 
its being unaffected by damp, heat, or cold; which 
wood and all the metals less or more are. 


Lecacy anp Pronate Dvutry.—The gross total 
amount of revenue received in Great Britain during 
the year 1844 was, for stamp duty on legacies, 
£1,198,552, and for stamp duty on probates, admi- 
nistrations, and testamentary inventories, £966,852. 
In Ireland the same amounts were respectively 
£53,618 and £61,031. It follows that the revenue 
of the United Kingdom was enriched to the amount 
of £2,280,053 from these stamp duties alone, on le-: 
gacies and probates, &c. ‘The office accounts do not 
admit of any distinction of the duties received on 
direct or reversionary bequests. The gross total 
amount of duty received since the year 1797 in the 
whole of the United Kingdom was, on legacies 
£38,396,923, and on probates, administrations, and 
testamentary inventories, £30,719,090. ‘The gross 
total amount of capital on which the several rates of 
legacy duty have been paid in Great Britain during 
the year 1844, was £44,393,887, of which amount 
the sum of £24,117,769 was paid at the rate of £1 
per cent., £107,262 at the rate of £2 10s. per cent., 
£13,708,061 at the rate of £3 per cent., £11,317 at 
the rate of £4 per cent., £1,496,230 at the rate of £5 
per cent., £362,472 at the rate of £6 per cent., 
£10,593 at the rate of £8 per cent., and, lastly, 
£4,580,179 at the extreme rate of £10 per cent. ; 
showing, thus, that the general rates—that is, those 
from which the largest amount accrues to the re- 
venue—are those of 1 and 3 percent. The abstract 
of the gross total amount under all these rates since 
the year 1797 gives a sum of £1,293,819,797 sterling, 
of which £638,687,437 was under the £1 per cent. 
rate, £333,764,984 under the £3 per cent. rate, and 
£139,191,122 under the £10 per cent. rate. 


Tue DinigENcrt or MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT.—By 
a statement of the railways committee, it appears 
that 250 members of the House of Commons cannot 
be induced to do any manner of work. If to 
this laborious body be added all the eminent bankers, 
lawyers, and merchants, who are excused on the 
plea of their private affairs—also all those above age, 
and that section of the Irish who prefer to sulk at 
home—a full answer will be given to the question 
so impertinently put, ‘* How is it that so little is 
done in parliament, and that little so ill?’ If the 
ccmmittee had been so hardy as to have published 
the names of these drones, it would have rendered a 
great service to their constituencies, for the publica- 
tion would possibly at the next election have wiped 


BinminGuam Raitway.—By one of the recent 
regulations of this railway, persons traveling ou 
Saturdays may purchase tickets at the reduced or 
day-ticket price, which will free them back again 
from the same station on the following Monday. 


Tue Wearurr.—We are informed, by a corre- 
spondent in France, that M. Arago, in addition to 
prognosticating the most severe winter which had 
been known for many years, took a bet of 50,000 
francs that the Seine would be frozen over at Paris 
on the night of the 5th of March, which he has 
won. ‘The ice is so strong now as to bear carriages. 
The accounts from all parts of Germany, and the 
northern divisions of Europe, are most heartrending, 
of the sufferings of the people for the want of pro- 
visions, the navigation and communication being in 
many places quite interrupted. The mortality both 
among the people and the cattle is quite fearful. 
In some places it is said that the deaths are as 6 to 
1 to the births. It is now more than three months 
that Hamburg has been a sealed port, and the 
greatest part of the time even Cuxhaven has not 
been approached. We are only surprised that we 
have not heard more of the enormous inconvenience, 
not to say serious loss, which must proceed from 
such an interruption to commerce. The Elbe above 
Hamburg, it is said, is frozen to the bottom, and 
is one solid mass of ice. Fortunately the Rhine, 
and all the rivers on the continent, are unusually 
low in their beds, or great fear would be appre- 
hended from the ice and snow when a thaw shall 
come. A correspondent in Wiltshire writes yes- 
terday (Friday), that the thermometer stood, at 8 a.m. 
at 21 degrees, aud fell during the day, and before it 
was dark, to 16 degrees, or 16 degrees below the 
freezing point. We understand that, early yester- 
day morning, it was as low as 1] degrees in town, 
or 21 below the freezing point—and this on the 14th 
of March! !—Economist.—The frost still continues 
Without much diminution in its severity. At eight 
o’clock on Monday evening the thermometer was 
down to twenty-six degrees, with the wind N., a 
clear moonlight sky, and no indication of a change. 

A committee of gentlemen including Sir Bulwer 
Lytton, Mr Macready, and Mr Colburn, have libe- 
rally guaranteed to the children of the late Laman 
Blanchard, the annual sum of £300, for the next 
three years. 


EVERYBODY'S COLUMN. 
Manouiina.—‘* Mangling done here,”’ as the rail- 
way said to the stoker. 


Important To SpinsteERS—Baron Alderson decided, 
on Thursday week, in a case of breach of promise 
of marriage, that a female, aged thirty-two, is not 
a girl, but a young woman. 


ComMpLimentTaryY !—Frazer’s Magazine says very 
few of the English clergy know how to read ! 


A continental meteorologist has predicted an un- 
usually warm summer for 1845, because the spots 
on the sun are diminishing in size ! 


It is better to be wise and not to seem so, than to 
seem wise and not to be so, yet men for the mos 
part desire the contrary.—-J’lato. : 


‘What is a poct laureate, father?’ inquired a 
very “Young England,” lately. ‘“ Why, boy, he 
is a man that used to receive a pension for writing 
verses, but now he has one for leaving off.” 


In Manchester, a proposal is made to roof with 
glass two neighbouring streets to the Exchange, for 
the convenience of the congregated merchants. It 
is to be called the Peel Arcade. 


Tue Wortp’s Frrenp.—Fenelon’s word is of 
Christian sublimity: ‘I love my family better than 
myself; my country better than my family; but 
my whole species more than my country.”’ 


INTERESTING—VERY!—The Princess Royal has 
been made to comprehend the dignity of her position. 
The stateliness she sometimes assumes when in pub- 
lic, forms an amusing contrast with the childish 
raiety she manifests in private.— London paper. 

A Brreriess BarRistER.—Among the last batch 
of jokes from America is a tolerably good one :— A 
briefless barrister ought never to be blamed, for it 
is decidedly wrong te.abuse a man without a cause. 


Campbell the poet is interred in the same grave 
with Dr Johnson, his coffin being only about two 
feet from the surface. So valuable is room in the 
Poct’s Corner of Westminster Abbey ! 

A fancy dress ball, on a grand scale, is in con- 
templation, in aid of the establishment of public 
baths and wash-houses for the operative classes, at 
Manchester, and Sir Robert Peel has consented to 
have his name placed on the list of patrons.—Man- 
chester Times. 


We have advices from the various Dutch ports 
to the effect that upwards of 7,000 beasts are actually 
feeding by the distillers, for shipment to our market ; 
while the graziers are making extraordinary efforts 
in this respect.—Farmers’ Magazine. 


Mr Smith, a Liverpool druggist, being applied to 
by a Mr Dumbell, clerk to Maclure & Co., for a 
bottle of prussic acid “for his employer,” said he 
would send it. The young man begged that it 
might be sent to the house at two. ‘The next day 
a rumour ran abroad that he was poisoned—and 
so he thought himself. But Mr Smith, suspecting 
him, had sent a bottle of harmless acidulated water ! 


We understand that Mr Van Amburgh has de- 
cided upon retiring from his profession and return- 
ing to America, and that his whole establishment of 
elephants, giraffes, lions, leopards, and stud of sixty 
horses will be brought to the hammer, at Manches- 
ter, in the course of the present month.— Liverpool 
paper. 7 
Vincit Amor Patria.—An Irish gentleman entered 
a bookseller’s shop in Dublin, the other day, with 
a valuable work, which, he said, was to be bound 
in a superior style. ‘And how will you have it 
done?" said the bookbinder—‘“‘in Russia!’’ ‘In 
Russia! certainly not!’ was the reply, ‘if you 
can’t do it here I'll take it to the bookbinder over 
the way!” 

Tue Cure as Bap as THE Compiarnt.—The uni- 
versal inquiry is, where can all the base coin that is 
about London have come from? ‘Surely it is not 
in consequence of a dividend having been paid on 
the Pennsylvanian bonds last week ?— Punch. 


James Crossley, aged 25, received parochial relief 
at Butterworth, Lancashire, some time ago; and | 
having recently come into possession of a fortune of 
fifteen pounds, he paid the money back to the parish. 
How infinitely does James Crossley transcend those 
aristocratic pensioners who pocket annuities which 
they never earned! The Earl of Camden does not 
more deserve the admiration of his countrymen. 


The consumption last season in Great Britain of 
Peruvian and African guano, was about 60,000 tons, 
at prices ranging from £2 to £12. 


A flock of Norway swans, about twenty in num- 
ber, alighted in the farm yard at Low Burn Hall, 
near Durham, on the morning of Tuesday, and 
quietly proceeded to feed amongst the poultry. The 
occupier of the farm sallied forth with a gun, and 
killed two at a shot: the remainder took flight in the 
direction of Byers’ Green. ‘The arrival of these 
birds on our coast indicates a great severity of wea- 
ther in their native region.—Gateshead Observer. 


SINGULAR CURE FoR THE Heapacue.—I had a 
violent headache, which the captain undertook to 
cure, and he certainly succeeded. THe made me sit 
down, seized hold of my caput, and, placing a thumb 
on each of my temporal arteries, pressed them in 
such a way as almost to stop the whole circulation 
of my blood. He then directed me to heave as long 
a sigh as I could, and I walked in to dinner com- 
pletely cured. Ihave seen ladies in this country, 
whilst suffering under such malady, appear with a 
wafer stuck on each temple, which, I presume, was 
only a milder way than my friend the captain em- 
ployed of driving off this tormentor.—My Adven- 
tures, by Colonel Maxwell, K.H. 
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THE NONCONFORMIST. 


Relfaious Entelliqence. 


Tue Dovs—Misston Vesset.—Our readers will be 
gratified to learn, that “the Dove,” which left 
Cowes on the 5th of February, reached Madeira on 
the 17th of that month, and sailed on the 18th for 
Fernando Po. 

Brigstock.—Mr Thomas Lord, pastor of the con- 
gregational church at Wollaston, near Welling- 
borough, has accepted a unanimous invitation from 
the church and congregation at Brigstock, North- 
amptonshire, and purposes entering upon his labours 
the first Lord’s-day in May. 

FatkirkK.—On Tuesday, the 25th of February, 
Mr William Macnab, late of the Glasgow Uni- 
versity, and Glasgow Theological Academy, was 
ordained pastor over the congregational church, 
Falkirk. 

Norwicu.—As a pleasing evidence of the union 
existing between the different denominations of dis- 
senters in this town, it may be mentioned, that on 
occasion of the jubilee of the London Missionary 
Society lately held in this city, a collection has 
spontaneously been made by the different congrega- 
tions of Baptists in aid of the jubilee fund.— Norfolk 
News. 

Satisnury.—Mr Thomas Greenfield, late of Kid- 
derminster, has accepted an invitation from the 
church and congregation assembling in Endless 
Street chapel, Salisbury, to become their pastor ; 
and will enter on his new sphere of labour towards 
the close of the present month. 

Bootie, NEAR Liverroot.—Mr J. J. Davies, of 
Tottenham, has accepted an invitation to become 
‘minister of the new baptist chapel at this place. A 
church will, in a short time, be formed, of members 
dismissed from the church in Pembroke chapel, 
Liverpool, under the pastoral care of Mr C. M. 
Birrell. The parent church has erected the new 
edifice, at a cost of £2,000; and insured a liberal 
income to its pastor for the first two years. 

Mite Enp Roap.—Mr E. F. Woodman has re- 
signed the co-pastorship of Well Street chapel, 
Hackney, being about to remove to Salem chapel, 
Mile End road. 

Mipp.ewitcu.—Mr John Robinson, student of 
Airedale college, has received and accepted a cor- 
dial and unanimous invitation to become their 
pastor, from the church and congregation assem- 
bling in the independent chapel, Middlewitch, 
Cheshire. 

CHATTERIS, CAMBRIDGESHIRE. — Mr Edwin J. 
Hartland, late of Cheshunt college, has accepted 
the cordial and unanimous invitation of the church 
and congregation assembling in the independent 
chapel, Chatteris, to become their pastor, and en- 
tered on his duties the first Sabbath in the present 
month. | 

Guispro’—ANOTHER CHAPEL DERT CLEARED OFF. 
—The successful effort of the congregational dis- 
senters of Leeds, for the liquidation of their chapel 
debts, has inspired the members of the same ie 
nomination in this town with a determination to re- 
move the incumbrance resting upon their place of 
worship. In furtherance of this object a social tea 
party was held in the independent chapel on Thurs- 
day, the 20th ult. At the close of the meeting the 
members of the church resolved not only to clear off 
the debt, which has been reduced within the last few 
years from between £400 and £500 to £65, but also 
to raise an additional sum of £35 for the repair of 
the chapel. In a few minutes, nearly £70 was sub- 
scribed, and there remains no doubt that the latter 
sum will shortly be augmented to £100. Again, it 
may be said, there is nothing like “ trying.’’— Leeds 
Mercury. 

OPENING OF THE NEw INDEPENDENT CHAPEL, 
CastLe GatE, SHrewspury.—On Tuesday, March 
4th, this neat and commodious chapel, with spacious 
school rooms, was opened for public worship. In 
the morning, Dr Raffles, of Liverpool, delivered a 
very eloquent and impressive sermon, founded on 
Matthew xvi., 18. In the evening, a most powerful 
discourse was preached by a celebrated minister, on 
the latter part of the 29th verse of the xv. chapter of 
Romans. On Lord’s day, March 9th, two striking 
sermons were preached by Dr William Urwick, of 
Dublin. The collections at the above services 
amounted to rather more than £100. On Wednes- 
day, March 5th, Mr Edward Hill, late of Spring 
Hill college, Birmingham, was solemnly ordained to 
the pastoral care of the newly-formed church, now 
assembling in the above place of worship. Mr 
Thomas Weaver, of Shrewsbury, commenced the 
service by reading suitable portions of scriptures, and 
offering prayer; Mr T. R. Barker, of Spring Hill 
college, delivered the introductory discourse, in 
which he gave a very lucid and scriptural view of 
the principles of the congregationalists. Mr Francis 
Watts, theological tutor of Spring Hill college, re- 
ceived the confession of faith, fom offered the ordi- 
nation prayer; and Dr Urwick gave a very impres- 
sive charge to the minister, founded on the former 

art 7th verse of the Ist chapter ‘Titus. In the evening, 

r John Raven, of Dudley, preached to the people ; 
this discourse was characterised by much fervour and 
affection, and will long be remembered by those who 
heard it. 

CuetsEA.—On Thursday, March 13th, Mr W. E. 
Archer, formerly of Horton college, Bradford, was 
publicly set apart to the pastoral office in connexion 
with the church of protestant dissenters, meeting in 
Paradise chapel, Chelsea. Mr F. Wills, of Ken- 
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Acworth, A.M., principal of Horton college, gave 
the charge to the minister. 


_B. Bowes, of Blandford street, preached to the 


In the evening, Mr W. 


church. Messrs T. C, Finch, R. G. Lemaire, 8. V. 
Lewis, J. Peacock, T. Moore, and J. Stent (London 
university), kindly assisted on the occasion. 


BIRTHS. 

March 10, at Hawley street, Margate, the lady of Mr Henry 
John GAMBLE, minister, of a daughter. 

March 12, the wife of Mr ¥. Davis, of 8t Ives, Hunts, minister 
of a son. . 

MARRIAGES. 

Jan. 21, at Falmouth, Jamaica, Mr J. P. WaAkgrorp, mer- 
chant, of Clarendon, to Jannr, second daughter of the late 
Robert H. Scott, Esq., proprietor of Kinross estate. 

Feb. 25, at the baptist c apel, Guiting Power, by E. Neall, 
minister of the place and registrar of the district, Mr Josspn 
CiarTon, of Cheltenham, tinman, to Miss Lucy ANDrRaws, 
youngest daughter of Mr Robert Andrews, Upper Guiting. 

Feb. 25, at the Wesleyan chapel, Wotton-under-edge, by Mr 
Charles Haydon, Mr WILLIAM Fox, of Bristol, to ANNA MARIA 
Wuirte, eldest daughter of T. White, gentleman, of Monks mill, 

March 10, at Brunswick chapel, Dover road, by Mr George 
Rose, of Bermondsey, Mr Epwin Reaurr, of Pitt street, to 
GaNAH Kwniant, of Henfield, Sussex. 

March 11, at the baptist chapel, Guilsborough, Northampton- 
shire, by Mr Benjamin Hobson, of Welford, Mr WILLIAM 
BLACKWBLL, of Harpole lodge, to Mary, eldest daughter of Mr 
John Smereton, of Naseby Wooleys. 

March 1], at Swan Hill chapel, Shrewsbury, by Mr E. Hill, 
Miss SorpH1A Harris, daughter of Mr John Harris, St Alban’s, 
to Mr D. MorGan, coal merchant, &c., of Liscard, near Liver- 


1 
go 13, at Mount Tabor chapel, Stockport, Mr J. O. 


Garsipe, of this town, corn miller, to ELIZABETH HANNAH, 
daughter of Mr Thomas ScaTTRRGoOD, minister of the former 


ace. 
“ March 14, at Union chapel, Sheffield, Beds, by Mr B. 8. Hall, 
Mr G. Hit, of Ampthill, to Miss E. SHEFFIELD, of Stotfold. 

At the independent chapel, Lawfield street, Dartford, Kent, 
by Mr J. S. Cuzner, Mr Baker, pastor of the Baptist church, 
Sutton-at-Hone, to EL1zaBerTH, relict of the late Mr Hinas, of 


Dartford. 
DEATHS. 

Jan, 27, at George town, Demerara, of fever, after two days’ 
illness, SAMURBL ENGLAND, second gon of Mr E. A. WaAtLL- 
BRIDGER, missionary, aged three years and eleven months. 

March 5, at Kingsland road, Mr THomas Eaton, late of High 
street, Shoreditch, aged 72 years. 

March 8, at No. 20, Saville row, aged 74, Ronert SMITH, 
Esq., brother of the late Rev. Sydney Smith, and formerly M.P. 
for Lincoln. 

March 8, at the advanced age of 74 years, deeply regretted by 
her family and the circle of her acquaintance, Mrs Mary New- 
MAN, the beloved and faithful wife of Mr Richard Newman, 
M. A., minister of the Countess of Huntingdon’s connexion, 
Congleton. 

March 9, at his residence, Moss lodge, near Ashton-under- 
Lyne, deeply regretted, HaNRY CROMPTON, Esq., in the 34th 
year of his age. 

At Tangier, Mr DrummonpD Hay, the British Consul-General 
at that port. 

Mareh 12, Dr James SMITH, for several years minister of the 
Laurieston church, Glasgow. 

March I3, of apoplexy, while attending a meeting of the 
council of the Royal society, Joun F. DANIELL, the professor of 
chemistry at the University college, and foreign secretary to 
the Royal society. 


Trade and Commerce. 


LONDON GAZETTE. 
Friday, March 14. 


The following building is certified as a place duly registered 
for solemnising marriages, pursuant to the act of 6and 7 Wm 
LV., cap. 85:— 

All Saints Roman Catholic chapel, Thropton, Northumber- 
land, 

BANKRUPTCY ANNULLED. 


MAKEPEACE, SAMUBL, Mitcham, Surrey, silk printer, 


BANKRUPTS. 

BoTCcHERBY, JOHN, late of Darlington, Durham, coal owner, 
March 28, May 7: solicitors, Messrs Leeman and Clark, York ; 
Messrs Doukin and Co,, Newcastle-upon-Tyne; and Messrs 
Tyas, Beaufort buildings, Strand, London. 

CoLe, Freperic, 101, Fenchurch street, City, wine merchant, 
March 31, April 25: solicitor, Mr Godfrey Goddard, i01, Wood 
street, Cheapside. 

DeEBNEY, WILLIAM, Mistley, Essex, victualer, March 29, 
April 22: solicitors, Messrs Wire and Child, 9, St Swithin’s 
lane; and Mr Barnes, Colchester. 

Dix, ‘THoMAS, Liverpool, shoe dealer, March 27, April 24: so- 
licitors, Messrs Chester and Co., Staple inn, London; Mr John 
Hodgson, Liverpool. 

GREEN, JOHN, 54, Pall Mall, and 99, Sloane street, wine mer- 
chant, March 29, April 25: solicitors, Messrs Baxendale and 
Co., Great Winchester street, City. 

Howarp, Tuomas Neison Deaton, formerly of Fenchurch 
street, City, and late of Calcutta, glover, March 29, April 25: 
solicitors, Messrs Buchanan and Grainger, Basinghall street. 

Hore, CHARLES DouG_tas, Chorlton-upon-Medlock and Man- 
chester, broker, March 11, April 17: solicitors, Messrs Corn- 
thwaite and Adams, 14, Old Jewry chambers, London; Mr 
Oswald Moseley, Manchester. 

HukD, SAMUEL, Rochester, Kent, dealer in china, March 22, 
May 5: solicitor, Mr W. Smith, Wilmington square. 

Kewey, JAMES, Liverpool, tailor, March 26, April 23: soli- 
citors, Messrs Cornthwaite and Adams, Old Jewry, London; Mr 
Charles Pemberton, Liverpool. 

Lane, Joun, Bristol, licensed vietualer, March 20, April 25; 
solicitors, Messrs Gillard and Flook, Bristol. 

LAN“, THEOPHILUS, Hereford, coal merchant, March 27, April 
21: solicitors, Mr N. Lanwarne, Hereford; Mr John Suckling, 
Birmingham. 

MARSHALL, SAMUBL, Kingston-upon-Hull, builder, Mareh 
26, April 15: solicitors, Messrs Pennisger and Westmacott, 
John street, Bedford row, London; Messrs England and 
Shackles, Hull; Mr Bulmer, Leeds. 

Merk, WILLIAM, Southampton, ironmonger, March 25, 
April 29: solicitors, Messrs Bircham and Dalrymple, 15, Bed- 
ford row. 

MILLs, WILLIAM Henry, Mark lane, City, wine merchant, 
March 25, April 25: solicitors, Messrs Hughes and Co., 17, 
Bucklersbury. 

PAINTER, Mary Conway, of 102, Great Peter street, West- 
minster, grocer, March 29, April 25: solicitor, Mr George Hild- 
yard, 8, Furnival’s inn, 

RKowk, JOHN StrupWwick, Newcastle-under-Lyne, S8tafford- 
shire, draper, March 25, April 29: solicitors, Messrs Soles and 
Turner, London ; Mr John Suckling, Birmingham. 

SMITH, JOHN, Rugeley, Staffordshire, money scrivener, March 
22, April 9: solicitors, Messrs Bennett and Thorne, Wolver- 
hampton. 

THOMPSON, JvULIvs, late of Frimley hill, Surrey, and of Wig- 
more street, Cavendish square, cheesemonger, March 25, April 
29: solicitor, Mr Edward Gauntlet, Gray’s Inn road, 

WaGnegr, GeorGs, 41, Bloomsbury square, draper, March 25, 
April 25: solicitors, Messrs Turner and Hensman, Basing lane. 


RICHARD, ANDREW, Muirkirk, Ayrshire merchant, March 20, 
April 17. 


SKEA, JAMEs, Lochee, near Dundee, merchant, March 91, 
April 11. / 
DIVIDENDS, 

W. Cogan, Plymouth, builder, first div. of 1s. 94d., payable 
any day—T, Walker, late of Kirkstall, Yorkshire, brewer, final 
div. of 6jd., any day—Boulton and Palmer, Stafford, builders, 
first div. of lld., any Thursday—T. Robinson, Leicester, wine 
merchant, first div. of 4s. 10jd., any Thursday—G. J. Green, 
Birmingham, glass manufacturer, fourth div. of 2§d., any 
Thureday—Conibeereand Butler, Birmingham, woolen dra 
sec. div, of 5-16ths of a penny, any Thursday—R. Armfiel 
King street, Cheapside, ty. button manufacturer, firet div. 
3s hd., any Wednesday—C, Newman, Scrips, Essex, miller, 
final div, of 3jd., and first div. of 2s, 3d., any Wednesday— 
Edward Thomas Murray, Church street, Bereng oes Surrey, 
leatherseller, first div. of 9d. in the pound, any Wednesday— 
J. Wacey, Beech street, Barbican, City, bookseller, firat div. of 
Qs, 8d., any Wednesday—F. Hoskins, Birmingham, wine mer- 
chant, first div. of Is. 9d., any Maly <mape . Gibbons, High 
street, Marylebone, carpenter, firet div. of 3s. 7d., any Wednes- 
day—F. Barry, Rye, Sussex, miller, first div. of 2s. ld., an 
Wednesday—J. and R, Dewe, Oxford, booksellers, sec. div. o 
ls. Ll 4d., and first div. of 13s., on new proofs, any Wednesday 
—J. Dewe, Oxford, bookseller, first div. of ls. oj. any Wednes- 
day—J. Burgess, Cratfleld, Suffolk, firstdiv, cf 1s. 6d,, any Wed- 
nesday—W. Copper, Reading, grocer, final div. of 2d., and the 
first div. of lls., on new proofs, any Wednesday—T, Megarey, 
Love lane, Billingsgate, City, coal merchant, first div. of 3s., any 
Wednesday — E. Adams, Blenheim street, New Bond street, 
livery stable keeper, first div. of 3s., any Wednesday—-E, Gra- 
ham, Dover street, Piccadilly, music master, first div. of ls, 5d., 
any Wednesday—J. Bannister and D. Simpson, Liverpool, shi 
wrights, sec. div. of 2s, 6d., any Monday—W. Broome and W. 
Hardy, Oxford street, drapers, first div. of 3s. 2d., March 15, 
and three subsequent Saturdays—J. G. Webb, Rosamond build- 
ings, Islington, mineral water manufacturer, firat div. of 5e., 
March 15, and three subsequent Saturdays. 


Tuesday, March 18. 

The following buildings are certitied as places duly regietered 
for solemnising marriages, pursuant to the act of 6 and 7 Wil- 
liam 1LV., cap. 85 :— 

The independent chapel, Marton, Shropshire. 

College chapel, Cheshunt, Hertfordshire, 


BANKRUPTCY ANNULLED. 

HENDERSON, WILLIAM, and Vespy, JAmMgs Henry, Netham 

works, Moorfields, Gloucestershire, manufacturing chemists. 
BANKRUPTS. 

Brown, Ricnarp, Kingston-upon-Hull, joiner, Mareh 31, 
April 18: solicitors, Messrs Hicks and Marris, Gray's inn, 
London; Messrs Galloway and Bell, Hull; and Messrs Payne 
and Co., Leeds. 

Ciree, THomas, late of Tanners hill, Deptford, and formerly 
of Leeds, coal merehant, March 31, May 6; solicitor, Mr John 
Lee Jones, Mincing lane. 

DANIEL, WILLIAM, Manchester, cabinet maker, March 28, 
April 18: solicitors, Messrs Soles and ‘Turner, Aldermanbary, 
London; and Messrs Atkinson and Saunders, Manchester. 

GRANGER WILLIAM, Relly.mill, Durham, paper manufactureg, 
March 28: solicitors, Mr Geo Smith, Durham; and Mesers 
Chisholme and Co., 64, Lincoln’s-inn-fields, London. ) 

Hester, Henry, late of 1, Ratcliffe terrace, Goswell road, 
tallow chandler, March 31, May 5; solicitors, Messrs Youngand 
Co., 2, St Mildred’s court, Poultr ; 

Horr, CHARLEs Dova.as, Chorlton-upon-Medlock and Man- 
chester, British and foreign broker, March 27, April 17: solici- 
tors, Mesers Cornthwaite and Adams, 14, Old Jewry chambers, 
London; and Mr Oswald Moseley, Manchester. 

HvuLuey, WILLIAM, Bakewell, Derbyshire, tailor, April 1, 28: 
solicitors, Mr Tattersall, Great James street, London; Mr Broad- 
bent, Sheffield; and Mr Todd, Manchester. 

IBBOTSON, WILLIAM, Sheffield, merchant, April 2, 29: solici- 
tors, Mr William Moss, 4, Cloak lane, London; and Mr Anthony 
Clark Branson, Sheffield. | 

O’Rooke, THomas, and Birks, WILLIAM, Manchester, com- 
mission agents, April 2, 28: solicitors, Messrs Chilton and 
Acland, Chancery lane; Mr Thomas Slaney, Birmingham; and 
Mr Wolley Foster, Manchester. 

Price, Jounx, Oaken Gates, Shropshire, draper, March 29, 
April 28: solicitors, Mr Garbett, Wellington; and Messrs 
Harrison and Smith, Birmingham. 

SHARMAN, FREDERICK, 21, West square, Southwark, boot and 
shoe maker, April 1, 20: solicitor, Mr C. M. King, 40, 8t Mary 
axe. 

Stocks, GrorGe WILLIAM, Norwich, linen draper, April 2, 
30: solicitors, Messrs Clowes and Co., King’s bench walk, 
Temple. “ 

WiILuLraMs, WILuiaM, 16, High street, St Giles’s, March 3}, 
May 5: solicitor, Mr Futvoye, John street, Bedford row. 

WoopeaTtr, Henry, Kinson, Dorsetshire, horse dealer, March 
28, April 25: solicitors, Messrs !Parr and Son, Poole; Messrs 
Holme and Co., New inn, London ; Messrs Warren, Exeter. 


SCOTCH BEQUESTRATIONS, 

Semp_e, James, and WINNING, WILLIAM, Cambuslang, 
grocers, March 21, April 12. 

Kay, ALEXANDER, Dundee, merchant, March 24, April 15, | 

DIVIDENDS. 

T. Roberts, Blackman street, Southwark, linen draper, first 
div. of 3a. 10d., any Wednesday—A. Lett, Commercial road, 
Lambeth, timber merchant, first div. of 4s. 10d., any Wednesday 
—J.T. Milner, and C. Bedford, of Kingston-u Hull, cor- 
fectioners, final div. of 28, 9d., any Tuesday—J. T. Milner and 
C. Bedford, Kingston-upon-Hull, confectioners, first and final 
div. on the separate estate of J. T. Milner of 20s., and sec, div. 
un the separate estate of C. Bedford, of 4s,, any Tuesday— 
C. 8. Masterman, Croydon, grocer, first div. of 2s. 3d., Mareh 
22, and two subsequent Saturdays—T. Fisher, Selby, York- 
shire, linen draper, div. of 5s., any Wednesday—G. Harriot, 
Ormekirk, Lancashire, brewer, sec. div. of 1s. 7d., any Wed- 
nesday—K. Smith, late of Worcester, attorney, third div, of 6d., 
any Thursday—William Henry Bates, Birmingham, factor, 
sec, div. of 6d., any Thursday —Samuel Sedgley, Dudley, 
Staffordshire, grocer, first div. of le. 10d., any Thursday— 
J.C. Lister, Wolverhampton, Staffordshire, wine merchant, first 
div. of Is. 6d, any Thursday—J. N. Sargent, Nottingham, gro- 
cer, first div. of 5s, 6d., any Thursday—J. Glazebrook, of the 
Sand pits, Birmingham, carpenter, first div. of 6d, apg Bornirrend 
—T. Dobson, sen,, J. Dobson, and T. Dobson, jun., Kiddermin- 
ster, carpet manufacturers, firat div. of 3s. 4d., sec. div, of 2hd. 
any Thursday— J. Goren, Orchard street, Portman square, 
scrivener, sec, div, of 4d, any Saturday—J. Peaton, Paddington 
street, Marylebone, ironmonger, first div. of ls. 6d. any Satur- 
day—C. Newton, and C. Worssam, Kingsland basin, Kiagsland 
road, engineers, firet div. of 4s. 6d. any Saturday—T. Miller, 


Green street, Leicester square, baker, first div. of ls, 4d. any 8a- 
turday. 


BRITISH FUNDS. 


There is no variation worth notice in the funds, A moderate 
business is transacting. 
Wed. | Thur.| Fri. | Sat. | Mon. | Tues. 
3percent.Consols | 100 | 100 | 100 | 100 | 100 | 100 
Ditto for Account.. | 1004 | 1004 | 100 | 100 | 100 | 100 
8 percents Reduced| — —_ _ _ _ _ 
New S$ percent.... | — —- _ — — _ 
Long Annuities...) — —_ —_ — — ~>— 
Bank Stock......6.) °- —_ “— nc goin Meme — 
India Stock,.......}| — — — fm 
Exchequer Bills. ..| 64pm | 62pm | 64pm | 65pm 65pm | 62pm 
India Bonds ...... Wpm | 74pm! 74pm | 7pm — --- 


FOREIGN FUNDS, 


sington, commenced the solemn servi i SCOTCH SEQUESTRATIONS, i DemeROIAE on. conse cence. Mexican be ceeececcent. aan 

| portions of the scriptures and wrote a ALLAN, WILLIAM, Rutherglen, victualer, March 19, April 9. | Belgian .....+.eseeee, | 1024 Peruvian tt eeseseenes 31 
‘ Aldi f Ma; ie pony er: ‘ GRAHAM, JAMES, and Woop, Patti, Galashiels, woolen ma- | Brazilian .......+0.+++- | 88 ff Portuguese 5 percents, 78 
\ “Aidis, OF Maze pond, delivered the introductory dis- | nufacturers, March 21, April 11. | Buenos Ayres .....eee! 41 9 Ditto converted ,,....| O74 
matin “fe Mr J . M. Soule, of Battersea, pro osed the a NOOR ALD, WiLuiam, Glasgow, chemist, March 20, April | —- cee nemennes ss nar og tate by 

us ° > . . i ALIBTl a cece see eoseesese eeeees 
sient an ee , a ena Francis, of Lambeth, RANKIN, JAMES, Dickson’s park, Jock’s lodge, near Edin- Dutch 24 per cents.... oot Ditto Passive ...se0..) 7 
p ordination prayer; and Mr James | burgh, contractor, March 21, April 11. Ditto 4 percents ...... | Ditto Deferred ...00.| “18 


ne ae 


188 


a 


THE NONCONFORMIST. 


[Marce# 19. 


RAILWAY SHARES. 

Birmingham and Derby | 93 | London & Birm. Shares| 31 
alone «a & Gloucester} 134 | London and Brighton . .| 65 

lackwall .......+es+s++| 74§ London & Cro donTrank 18 
Bristol and Exeter ......| 83 | London and Greenwich | 11 
Cheltenham & Gt.Western| — § Ditto New ............] 25 
Manchester and Leeds | — 
Midland Counties ......|140 


Grand Junction ........| — § Ditto New Shares ......| 14 
<a of England ..|192 | Midland and Derby .... {107 


estern eeeeeeeaee 180 New eeeeeerever 


Ditto Half eeeccccesscces Ol South Eastern and Dover 42 
Ditto Fifths eeeeeeeeeenes 21 South Western eeeeeeee a0" 
London and Birmingham Ditto New eeeecccceses 10 


MARKETS. 


MARK J ANE, Monpay, March 17. 

There was but a mouerate supply of wheat in the course of 
last week, and a better sale to-day at ls. per quarter advance on 
the best runs ; but this did not extend to mi oy and inferior 
qualities. There was also a little more doing in foreign at full 
prices, and some inquiry for bonded by speculators, 

Barley, of good and fine qualities, has maintained value. 

The oat trade has somewhat recovered from the depression of 
be ad sroeite and in a few instances rather more money has been 
obtained. 


Peas inquired for: white are fully as dear, and grey ls. 
er. 
: 8 supported price. 


: &. 
‘Wheat, Red New .. 40 to 46 
; Fine eeeeeeeeeee 46 ee 52 


8. 8. 
a Ordinary .. 46 to 52 


56 
White eeeeeeeeeae 42 ee 50 RYO co ccccccecs ee 30 ee 
BUMS cccccccccecs +s Peas, Hog........ 323 .. 36 
Flour, per sack .... 32... 41 Maple .......+++ 3d +. 38 


Boiler8. ..sceeee Oe ne 36 
Beans, Ticks...... 31 .. 36 


: ey eeeeeeseeeer 23 ee 27 
Malting ......+.. 32 se 35 


&. s. DUTY ON FORBIGN CORN, 
Beans, Pigeon .... 34 to 40 | Wheat ............ 208. Od. 
; Harrow eeeseses ee Barley eeeeseceseeces 6 0 


"are sesctase UE ce We VERE 600 26080 debe 


6 0 
Ry@ coccccscccccee 1 6 
OMe saccdstceece «8 
Peas @eeeeeseaeaeee02ee8ee6@ 7 6 


AGGREGATE AVERAGE OF THE 


ere. fe 

Potato ®@eseeeeeee 22 ee 24 

WEEKLY AVERAGE FOR 
MARCH 14, 


SIX WEEKS. 
Wheat eeeeesneeeese 45s. 0d. Wheat ~@eeeveeese 45e. 3d. 
y @eeeeeeoeses 2 Barley eeeeeseset 8 
Oats eeeeee seeeeee 21 7 Oats eeeeeeeea eee 7 
Rye eeeseeeeeeeees 30 5 Rye eeeeveceeeee 3 8 
Beans eeeeeeveeeee 34 8 Beans e@eeeveeeees 0 
Peas e@eeceteeseceos 35 5 POOR s cescetsvcce cr 35 4 


SHEDS. 

The continued frost retards the demand for cloverseed ; there 
was, however, rather more doing in white this morning. The 
stocks of red are large, which will no doubt have its due influ- 
ence even when the consumptive demand becomes more active. 
In other sorts of seeds there was little doing to-day. 


Linseed perqr | Clover per cwt, 
English, sowing 528.to 58s.| English, red.... 50s. to 66 
tic, ditto eeee — ee oe Ditto, white e*eese 60 ee 70 
Ditto, crushing.. 38 .. 42 Flemish, pale .. 45 .. 55 
Medit. & Odessa 38 .. 40 Ditto, fine..... ~~ 2 
Hempseed, small.. 35 .. 38 New Hamb., red 45 .. 55 
O ercccccese = ~6«. Ditto, fine...... 58 ee 60 
Canary, new ...... 45 .. 47 Old Hamb.,red — .. — 
Ex eeeeeeeeee 48 Fs = Ditto, fine...... — (eo = 
Carraway, old .... 44 .. 46 French, red.... 45 .. 60 
icacescasess GB ve OF Ditto, ’white.... 55 .. 73 
Ryegrass, English — .. — | Coriander ........ mw 
8co eeeesesoees ™™ oo Ee cisctossances a ‘o. 
Mustard wi bushel Rapeseed, 241. to 261. per last. 
Brown, new .... so oe Engiish, new ,, 231. to 25%. 
White ........+. 10 .. 14 | Linseed cakes 
EEE Ra 17 ee 24 English eeee lll. Os. to 121, 
eeeeeeeeede POTOIME sc ccccce 71. 73, -to 9. 


Tares, new,... 6s. Od. to 7s. 6d. Rapeseedcakes — to — 


PROVISIONS, Lonpon, March 17. 


In the early part of last week there was a good business doing 
in butter, at an advance generally of 2s. per cwt. over previous 
prices. Towards the close, owing to the large arrivals of foreign, 
the demand fell off for Irish; but the market is very firm. ‘The 


stock at the wharfs being so small, there is little doubt all will 


wanted at the present, if noi higher, rates. Cork, 988. to 
.; Limericks, 95s. to 988.; other descriptions, according to 
quality, 90s. to 100s.; fine Dutch, 1128. The bacon market con- 
ues very firm, with 3 fair business doing, at about ls. per 
ewt. advance. Prices, landed, from 40s. to 45s., according to 
t, &c.; on board, a few sales making at 44s. to 45s. for 
prime Waterford sizeable, for this and next month. In other 
avticles no particular change to notice. 


HOPS, Borovau, Monday, March 17. 


The transactions in hops have been limited, but there is no 
alteration in prices. : 


POTATOES, Borovau, Monday, March 17. 
The weather continues extraordinarily severe, and vegetable s 
_ “are very scarce and dear; yet the market has scarcely improved. 
AN tew of the best samples were in better demand, but inferior 
ad - a drug. The annexed quotations were barely main- 


. - a. * 
York Reds .......... 50 to 80 | Kent & Essex Whites 59 to 60 
Perth do............. 50 to 60 | Wisbeach Kidneys .. 60 to 70 
Early Devons do. .... 55 to 60 | Do. Whites ........ 50 to 55 
Cornwall do. ........ 50 to 60 | Guernsey Blues...... 50 to 60 
Jersey Blues ........ 50 to 60] Prince Kegents...... 60 to 65 


BUTCHER'S MEAT, SMITHFIELD, Monday, March 17. 


The attendance of buyers was numerous, yet, owing to the 
dead markets being heavily supplied with last week’s arrivals, 
the beef trade was ina very sluggish state. The primest Scots 
and homebreds mostly found purchasers at last week’s quota- 
tions; but the value of all other kinds was with difficulty eu 

. The imports from Holland were rather numerous. The 

were disposed of at from 81. 10s. to 191.; the sheep, 29s. 
to 37s. per head. The numbers of sheep were rather limited ; 
however, the mutton trade was somewhat active, at an improve- 
ment in the currencies obtained on Monday last of 2d. per 8lbs. 
From the Isle of Wight, 40 lambs were received per railway ; 
but the supply from other parts was rather limited. The veal 
trade was tive, at previous figures. Prime small porkers 
sold steadily ; kinds of pigs slowly, at last week's quo- 


Price per stone of Sibs. (sinkingthe offal). 


Beef ...se0-- 2s, 6d.to 4s. 0d. | BASE Bd.to 5s. 0d, 
Mutton...... 3 8 .. 4 6 | Pork........2 10..4 4 


HgeaDOFCATTLE ATSMITHFIELD. 


Benste, Sheep. Calves. Pigs. 
507 eeeeee 3, evevee ll eeeeee 285 
3,036 @eeeeer 21,340 eeeeee Seeecee 320 


Newoats and LEADENHALL MAR=ETs, Monday, March 17. 
Per 8lbs. by the carcase. 
| 


rior Beef2s. 4d.to2s, 8d.|Inf. Mutton 2s. 6d.to2s. 8d. 
: ing do 2 10 ee 3 0 Mid. ditto 2 10 ee 3 2 


elarge 3 2 ..3 4 |Primeditto 3 4..3 8 
Primesmall 3 6 .. 3 8 | Veal 3 8 .. 410 
LargePork 2 8 ..3 6 /SmallPork 3 8 .. 4 4 


a COTTON, : 
The Bmand has become more moderate, and the market is 
{ | 


4 


devoid of animation; there is, however, little change to notice 
in prices, except- for American descriptions in bond, which, in 
many instances, have been purchased ja per lb. lower; Brazil 
and Egyptian command full prices, and Surat is steady. Specu- 
lators have taken 13.000 American, 600 Egyptian, and 1,400 Su- 
rat, and exporters 300 American, the total sales amounting to 
38,700 bales. 


WOOL. 


The demand for combing wool is not quite so brisk as a few 
weeks ago, the sales being limited to the requirements of the 
manufacturers for present use. Prices are consequently a shade 
in favour Of the buyers. In ae wools we do not quote any 


alteration. The imports of wool into London last week were 
only 24 bales from Belgium. 


HAY, SMITHFIELD, March 15.—At per load of 36 trusses. 
Coarse Meadow .. 68s. to 85s. | New Clover Hay.. 88s.toll6s 
New ditto eeeeeeee — ~¢ == Old ditto eeeeesese ™ 68 
Useful Old ditto... 86 .. 96 | OatStraw........ 36 .. 38° 
Pine Upland ditto 97 ..103 | Wheat Straw .... 38 .. 40 


COAL EXCHANGE, March 17. 


ey 203. Od.; Hetton’s, 19s. 6d.; Braddyll’s Hettons, 
20s. 3d. Ships arrived this week, 310. 


GROCERIES.—Tvrsvay, Marcu 18. 

TEA.—Of 7800 packages offered by public auction, only 1800 
actually sold, at a decline of 1d. to 2d. per lb. on former market 
rates. 8000 packages will be offered for public competition to- 
morrow. The deliveries of the last week were large, and 
amounted to 496,000 Ibs. 

COFFEE.—There were not.any public sales. 
Ceylon are selling slowly at 46s. to 47s. per cwt. 

SUGAR.—200 hhds St Lucia, in auction, sold at Friday’s 
rates. The trade bought about 400 hhds and tierces. The re- 
fined market continues to fall. Standard lumps are offered at 


nag brown grocery at 66s. 1200 bags Mauritius fetched 47s. 
to ols. 


Good ordinary 


Avbertisements. 


ONGREGATIONAL MISSIONS IN IRE- 
LAND.—On Tuesday next, the 25th March, a Public 
Meeting will be held in FINSBURY CHAPEL, MOORFIELDS 
(Rev. A. FLETCHER’s), to promote the above objects. The Rev. 
NOBLE SHEPPERD, of Sligo, Ireland, will make a statement 
respecting the present religious condition of Ireland. ‘Several 
ministers will be present and address the meeting. 


*,.* The Chair will be taken at Seven o’clock. 


MESMERIC LECTURES, HACKNEY. 


R SPENCER T. HALL will Fh THREE 
LECTURES on MESMERISM with EXPERIMENTS, 
in the Mermaid Rooms, Hackney, on the Evenings of TUES- 
DAY, 18th, THURSDAY, 20th, and MONDAY, 24th instant. 
To commence each Evening at Half-past Seven o’clock pre- 
cisely. Admission, 2s. 6d. 


SMALL FAMILY wishing to settle a short 
Distance from London may find suitable ACCOMMO- 
DATION at WINCHMORE HILL, Middlesex, in a house near 
to the newly-ereoted Independent chapel. The house contains 
eight rooms, well fitted up, and is well supplied with water; 
there is a garden planted with fruit and other trees. Rent £24 
perannum. To persons wishing to enjoy the means of grace, 
and desirous of aiding the spread of the gospel in an interesting 
neighbourhood, this will be found an excellent —T 
Apply to Mr Beadle, Winchmore Hill. 


BAPTIST CHAPEL, WELSHPOOL. 
OBERT WEARE, Deacon of the above 


Chapel, implores those Friends of Religion to whom he 
has sent a Private Appeal on its behalf, not to close their ears 
to his entreaties. Since that case was written, enough has been 
received to reduce the debt within £100; and, towards the re- 
moval of this, several Liberal Donations have been offered, pro- 
vided the whole can be procured. A very small sum from each 
appealed to will complete the whole amount, and thereby extri- 
cate a Young Tradesman, with a large family and small means, 
from a most painful position, and a Church of Christ from a 
burden beneath which it has groaned nearly twenty years. 

‘* Blessed are the merciful, for they shail obtain mercy.” 
Welshpool, March 11th, 1845. 


This day is published, price 4d., or twenty copies far 5s., 


‘-DOPERY and TRACTARIANISM in their 


Leading Features: a Tract for Protestants. By the Rev. 
RoBerT FERGuSON, author of “ Lectures on Puseyism,” &c. 


London: T. Warp and Co., Paternoster row, 


——- — 


Just. published, price ls., 
A CONVOCATION of the BISHOPS, being a 
Scriptural Appeal to Episcopalians with their Clergy. 
Published by HouGurTon and Co., 30, Poultry. 


PAYNE’S STUDIES IN ENGLISH POETRY. 
Now ready, price 63., bound in embossed roan. 


TUDIES IN ENGLISH POETRY, with 


Biographical Sketches and Notes, explanatory and critical. 
By Josern Payne, of the Mansion Grammar School, Lether- 
head, Surrey. s 


London: R&LFE and FLETCHER, 17, Cornhill. 


The Proprietors: of the Psalmist having, by an extensive sale of 
the work, realised the large outlay attending its compilation 
and first production, and having no view to personal emolu- 
ment, have great pleasure in announcing the following very 
considerable reductions in the prices of the various editions 
of this popular work. 


) k 
[THE PSALMIST, a Collection of 400 Psalm 


and Hymn Tunes, Original and Selected, suited to all the 
varieties of Metrical Psalmody. Arranged for Four Voices, with 
an Organ or Pianoforte Accompaniment, Under the superin- 
tendence of VINCENT NOVELLO, Esq. 
The Psalmist, with Accompaniment, com- s. d. 
plete, handsomely hound 18 0 originally 24 0 
in Four Parts, cloth, each 4 0 ee 5 0 
Vocal Score, neatly bound 6 0 ‘i 9 0 
Separate Parts, viz., the 
reble, the Alto, the Te- 
nor, and the Bass, in four 
vols small 8vo cloth, each 2 6 
roan gilt, each 3 0 originally 40 
London: Printed for the Proprietors by J. Happown, Castle 


street, Finsbury. Sold also by LONGMAN and Co.; SIMPKIN and 


Co.: HAMILTON and Co.; G. and J. Dyger; and all Booksellers, 


BE ‘TS’S PATENT CAPSULED BRANDY.— 


Consumers of Brandy are respectfully informed that 
J.T. BETTS, jun., and Co., will not be responsible for any 
BOTTLED BRANDY that is not protected against fraudulent 
substitution by the Patent Metallic Capsules, embossed with the 
words ** Betts’s Patent Brandy, 7, Smithfield bars.” Sold by the 
most respectable wine and spirit merchants in town and coun- 
try, at 3s, 6d. per bottle, the bottle included. Betts’s Patent 
Brandy is used, in preference to foreign, at Guy’s, St George’. 
and the other principal hospitals, &c., throughoat the kingdom, 
Attention is especially requested to the security atlorded by the 
Patent Metallic Capsules. Country dealers are advertised jn 
the provincial journals; and lists of London dealers may pe 
obtained at the Distillery, where quantities of not less than 
ners agg may be obtained, in cot ne 18s. per gallon, and jn 
ttles, the case and bottles iucluded, at 20s, per gallon, 
7, Smithfield bars. 


ii vein ables al ,. a 
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ORPHAN WORKING SCHOOL, CITY ROAD. 
Instituted 1758. 


PECIAL SUBSCRIPTIONS for the NEW 


BUILDING about to be erected at Haversetock hill, Hamp- 
stead road, for the reception of 240 Children, 


The Orphan Working School was established in the year 1758, 
and was opened for the reception of 20 poor orphan or desti- 
tute boys. The efforts ofa few benevolent individuals soon en- 
abled the Committee to admit 20 girls also. 


A gradual increase has taken place in this number, until it 
has reached, at the present time, 120; the full number bei 
now 70 boys and 51 girls. The ave annual admissions for 
the last three years have been 26 children from all parts of the 
country. 1,199 children have been received since its commence. 
ment, most of whom, after receiving a religious, useful, and 
suitable education, have been placed in situations in which they 
have, by industry and d conduct, obtained a comfortable 
livelihood, and some of them have risen to influential stations in 
society, and become Governors of the Charity. 


The present building will not admit of enlargement without 
depriving the children of the means of healthful recreation, and 
the altered and now confined situation of the school would ren- 
der that measure, on many accounts, undesirable. After mature 
consideration, the Governors determined to erect a new building, 
For this purpose they purchased an eligible piece of land, about 
three miles from the City, on an elevated spot at Haverstock hill, 
Hampstead road. The subscriptions now solicited will deter- 
mine the number of children who can be admitted as soon as 


' ghe building is finished. 


Every ten guineas given or collected® constitute a Life Go- 
vernor, provided the money is entered in one name only. All 
may do something. To the Christian portion of the public above 
all is the appeal made. ‘‘ Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one 
of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.” 

On behalf of the Committee, 


London, March 17, 1845. JOSEPH SOUL, Secretary, 


George Byng, Esq., M.P. .sccccsessseeees £105 0 0 
Henry Way mouth, Esq. .........000.. eoee 100 0 0 
John R. Mills, Esq. .....ceccccccccssesee. 100 0 0 


Subscriptions already advertised, 1,9237. 10s. Od. 


£ s.d. £ 8. d. 
Thos Farmer, Esq... 21 0 0/| Alexander Curling, 


Samuel Stocks, Esq.. 10 10 O| Es 
W.A. Hankey, Esq.. 25 0 
Mast. Powell Warner 5 5 
Hon. Miss Hill...... 4) 
Richard Gibbs, Esq.. 10 10 
A Friend, per Ditto.. 10 10 
Mrs M. C., Robison . 
Messrs Truman, Han- 
bury, and Co...... 10 10 
Miss E. Pease ...... 5 5 
Samuel Gurney, jun., 


eeeeeeeeeaeeeeee 0 
Miss Fector ........ 10 10 
John Dobie, Esq..... 10 10 
W.A. Kent, Esq..... 10 10 
Andrew Caldicott, 

ee ere -- 1010 
Mr James Fraser.... 10 10 
F. W. Cobb, Esq..... 10 10 
Francis Homan, Esq. 5 5 
Mrs M. Shaw ...... 5 95 
Miss C. Shaw ...... 53 95 


— 
= 
_ 
= 
coo oc cocece 


Bhs 6 ce0sacccceee 10 10 Sir W. Farquhar, 
Miss M. Pope ...... 5 95 WON cpddevbentss 
rrr ss Mrs F. W. Morgan .. 10 10 


Collected at the In- 


dependent Chapel, _ EET O Oe PET ET e a ee 
Richmond ........ 10 10 0| Jas Madgwick, Esq.. 10 10 
Ditto at Chadwell Miss Cooper ........ 5 5 
street Chapel...... 13 8 8| Miss E. Cooper..... s @ 8 
Mrs Savage ........ 010 6|Samuel Kershaw, 
John Jones, Hag..... | b Ol  BeGesccccccccccncs 2 
Rev. J. 8. Bright.... 10 10 0| Edmund Gouldsmith, 
Fred. Pearce, Esq. “ef oe MGs iiecices ima ee 
David M'‘Neil, jun., se fe eee 
eee ececssees 10 10 0] Richard Davies, Esq. 2 2 
Mr N. W. Bromley... 10 10 0| Mrs Simpson........ 5 5 
Mr Josh. R. Bromley 10 10 0Q/| E. Chalmers, Esq. .. 10 10 
Joshua Field, Esq.... 5 5 0] Miss E. Hall....... . 10 10 
Robt Bousfield, Esq. 21 0 O|F.J.Sargood, Esq... 2 2 
Win Henry Bousfield, Mr J.C. Strange.... 0 10 
BOG cc cs csosececes SD BD Ot Mee Career. ccscccnse >» 5 
Mrs Bacon.......... 5 5 0| Mr and Mrs Kings- 
The Misses Jackson... 2 0 O] bury............. 10 10 
Edward Smith, Esq. . 10 10 0} Mise E. Edwards.... 10 10 


Henry Rutt, Esq. .. 21 0 0! Joshua Higgs, Esq... 5 5 


Subscriptions and donations will be received at the London 
Joint Stock Bank, Princes street; Messrs Coutts and Co., 
Strand; Barclay, Bevan, and Co., Lombard street ; Jones, Loyd, 
and Co., Lothbury; Masterman and Co., Nicholas lane; Overend, 
Gurney, and Co., Lombard street; Hankey and Co., Fenchurch 
street; Williams, Deacon, and Co., Birchin lane ; Traed and Co., 
Fleet street ; Rogers, Olding, Sharpe, and Co., Clement’s lane; 
the London and Westminster Bank, Lothbury, and at all its 
branches ; Messre Nisbet and Co., Berners street, Oxford street; 
Jackson and Walford, St Paul’s Churchyard ; Mr Charles Gilpin, 


respectfully requested to be addressed; and Mr James Harris 
the collector, 21, Doris street, Kennington cross. 


bookseller, Bishopsgate street; by Mr Joseph Soul, the Secre- 
tary, at the school, City road, to whom all cnsniatony i 
on, > 


* Collecting Books and Cards are prepared, which the Secre- 


tary will be happy to furnish. 


AUXHALL COMPOSITE CANDLES, 8:4. 
per lb., PRICE’S PATENT CANDLES, 104d. per lb. 


These are the London cash prices, but the Country ongs vary 
with the distance from town. 


Both sorts burn exactly as well as the finest wax, and are 
cheaper, ete ng for the light, than tallow moulds. 


Sold whole to the trade Dy Edward Price and Co., Bel- 
mont, Vauxhall Palmer and Co., Sutton street, Clerkenwell; 
and Wm Marchant, 253, Regent circus, Oxford street. 


Until these Candles become generally sold throughout the 


country, Edward Price and Co. will supply any private fami- 


, lies unable to obtain them in their own neighbourhood, with a 
‘quantity not less than 5/. worth, direct from the factory. Ona 


line being addressed to Belmont, Vauxhall, enclosing a Post 
office order for 5J. (Gageiio to Edward Price and Co., not to 
Edward Price, or Mr Price), they will forward a box‘of the 
Vauxhall Composite, or of the others, or a mixed*box, as may be 
directed, to that exact amount. 


ETCALFE’S NEW PATTERN TOOTH 
BRUSH, and SMYRNA SPONGES —The Tooth Brush 
has the important advantage of searching thoroughly into the 
divisions of the teeth, and cleaning them in the most effectual 
and extraordinary manner, and is famous for the hairs ~not 
coming loose, ls. An improved Clothes Brush, that cleans in a 
third part of the usual time, and incapable of injuring the finest 
nap. Penetrating Hair Brushes, with the durable unbleached 
Russian bristles, which do not soften like common hair. Flesh 
Brushes of improved graduated: an@ powerful friction. Velvet 
Brushes, which act in the meg¢ surprising and successful man- 
a: The genuine pgp heen PONGE, por ™ errs 
rties of absorption, vitality, and durability, by 
seals oc Mireet importations, dispensing with all intermediate 
lparties’ yoo and destructive bleaching, and securing the 
suxury of a genuine Smyrna Sponge. Only at METCALFE’S 
sole Establishment, 130 B, Oxford etreet, one door from Holles 
street. Caution—Beware of the words “ ion Metcalfe’s,”” 
adopted by some houses. 


EARD and CO.—COALS, 28s. per ton, net.— 


The principle of dealiug only in BEST WALLSEND 
COALS is strictly maintained by CUN DELL and COCKERELL, 
who succeeded to this business in July, 1843, and they hold 
themselves liable to the forfeiture of £200, as formerly offered 
by Mr Beard, upon proof of a single transaction in any other 
quality.—Purfleet Wharf, Ear] street, Blackfriars, 


Dee 


Printed and published at the Office, at No.4, Crane court, 
Fleet street, in the parish of St Dunstan in the West, in the 
wees of 0 by conn rege Davis, of No. 76, York 
road, Lam in the county of Surrey, on WRDNESDAY 
19th of Mancus, 1845, wey 
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